ayers of 
Ing lf so 
payment 
ntimidat- 
ring any 
yayinent, 
eC said to 
rin cha. 
lisguised 
nee, inet 
y for snle 
,» tO five 
2ve three 
t further 


foliow ing 
es OI % iig 


v) 
pyvpe © 
aah a ug, 
vo, 
of Texas 
spay 
REAHY as 
owt 
Hout any 


xr of the 


On the 
sentatives 
hing Co. 
a is now 
lew brief 
follow ing 
ing voice, 
currelice. 
ant move- 
2S, IN Ite 


lavery in 


0 endan- 
upon our 
On Of our 
egisiative 
ogg 
WwW) U 1 
1 on 
: state x 
, im order 
. we snail 
rues, 
ez\s ature 
of South 
4 re} Lak Cc 
ing place 
terrifory. 
was held 
esolutions 
“™ 
this mo- 
és 1 ¢ 
1ONne-sSiave° 
. of in J? 
JOLLY. 
n ii ] 
1 
gS Cio 
ther, k 
o house 
. "Tappan, 
"Lhe vote 
1. Disney 
Ss re-¢ yy 
rte ] '} > 
f rs] i pe 
e ublyi I 
| 
ena, 1 
yiatve = ‘ 
deavé rs ) 
Sang Le I, 
) termina: 


Pp OF Fe pre ° 
one of th 
him in ie 
d. Ni ow 
tk you, — 
Ams, WHO, 
d held him 
Mr. A. in 
ingsier if it 
attendauts, 
arrest him. 
the pt ace, 
4 sei ved by 
t. He upe- 


| him 


svattort 
Mmitea 


mmis3 oner 
the clit) \ [ 
turn tu ine 
t Vera Cruz 
que Kuge 
8 











TIONAL REGISTER. 











__NILES’ NA 


Fiera series.—No. 17.—Vor. XVIl.} 


BALTIMORE, DECEMBER 28, 1844. 


[Vor. LXVIIl.—Whrote No. },739 








OO 


THE PAST——-THE PRESENT—-FOR THE FUTURE. 











aaa 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT FIVE DOLLARS PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 











| meme ——— 





FOREIGN AEFAIRS. 














— : 

Great Brrrain- The steamer Acadia reached Bos- 
ton on the 24st, bringing Liverpool dates to the 4th inst. 
She brings but little news. The Great Western wiich 
took out information of the election of Mr. Polk had 
arrived, and the press was teaming with speculations 
upon the effect of information to them quite unexpected. 
The free trade party were in esctacies and in high hopes 
of'a repeal of our tariff, 

Willmer & Smith’s European Times of Dec. 4, says: 
“The Great Western last week brought the intelligence 
of the election of Mr. Pulk, as president of the United 
States. A different result had been anticipated. A 
struggle So MOmentuus must have important conseguen- 
ces, and, accordingly, the subject has been viewed and 
analyzed in every possible light and shape by the Eng- 
lish press» Republicanism in every phase, democratic 
influences, with all their advantages and drawbacks, the 
success and-otherwise ot the great North American fami- 
ly experiment, since it cut all connection with John Bull, 
and set up house keeping on its own accownt—all these 
topics have passed in review, and have been treated at 





great length, with much ability, and, generally speaking, | 


with candor, during the last few days. ‘No country 1: | 


the world puzzles the political economists and, the specu- 
lators in absiract theoriesso much as the U. States. ft 
js anenigma: people here see the union daily going 
a-head, increasing in all the elements of national, pros- 
perity, abounding inalt that constitutes wealth and 
greatness, and yet hardly a day passes that its speedy 
ruin is not predicted, ‘Itcannot possibly hang togeth- 
er!’ exclaiins Onc—and the slavery ot the south is refer- 
red to, ‘It contains within its bosom the elements of 
dissolution,’ cries another—and the array of races and 
secis against each other in the great cities of the north 
is pointed out. ‘A people that are too dishovest to pay 
tueir debs, can never command respect, or become 
permanently happy and prosperous,’ shouts a cily usu- 


rer, as he buttuns up his greasy breeches pockets, and | 





snaps the finger of scorn at Pennsylvania, and her half- | 


score repudiating sisters. Reasons are as plentiful as 
blackberries why America cannot flourish or endure; 
but, there stands the undentahle fact, staring the logi- 
cians and political economists in the face, that she does 
thrive, and that every move hitherto taken by her people 
has been onward; that every man in the towns is an in- 
dependent citizen, and every one inthe country an inde- 
pendent farmer; that squalid misery and death from star- 
vation—unhappily, no novelties in England—are un- 


known on the other side of the Atlantic, where destitu: | 
ton, unless produced by intemperance or by idieness, | 


has no existence. 





} 


_ = 


any fanatical violence, though Catholic sovereigns—as 
in the atrocious reign of queen Mary of England—had 
done so. He read the other day in an American news- 
paper a leading article, stating that peace could never 
be established in America until those misguided and un- 
fortunate people, the Mormons, were annihilated, and 
it then added afier the Mormons were exterminated they 
should exterminate the Catholics. He would leave the 
meetirg to consider what state of society it was in which 
such a newspaper was supported. It was from that 
system of miscreant murder that his rev. friend_had re- 
turned, and he trusted that his introduction of him to 
that association§would not be injurious to him in his ef. 
fort to collect subscriptions for the erection of these 
ehurohes. ¢Cheers, and hear, hear.) : 

The speech of Mr. Moriarty in reply, was highly spi- 
tited. We shall probably find room for an abstract of 
it in Our next. 


Potanp. The Russian government, in the kingdom 
of Poland, has issued an order, by which all males, 
without distinction, are henceforth prohjbited from con- 
tracting marriages till they have completed the thir- 
tieth year of their age. 

The cause of temperance societies has received a se- 
vere blow in the kingdom of Poland. They had been 
particularly successful in those parts of the kingdom 
which bordered on the republic of Cracow, and in Up- 


per Silesia, where the country people, following the ex-| New Hampshire 


hortation of the clergy, renounced in a body the use_ of 
brandy. But the government has latety interfered to 
check the temperance socieiies, and has published a cir- 
cular prohibiting them, and forbiding the clergy to pro- 
mote by addresses from the pulpit an object which is so 
beneficial to. the country people. 


Mexico. Avreport has reached N. York, via Hava- 
na, said to have been brought there by a sieamer from 


Vera Cruz, stating that the Mexican congress had cen. 


sured the minister of war for placing Santa Anna at the 
head of the army, as the constitution of the republic 
prohibits the supreme executive from that station. In 
consequence of which they had given the command to 
Gen. Bassadre, leaving Santa Anna in command of the 


troops of the districts—to which the army had marehed | 


on the 23d. under his command, consisting of 7000. in- 

fantry, 1500 cavelry, and 20 pieces of artillery. Great 

confusion and disorder is said 1o prevail at Mxico. 
TEXAS. 


Immigration. The Northern Standard of the 30th 


| Oct. says. 


Two gentlemen from Missouri, who have just ar- 
rived, for the purpose of selecting a location to move 
to, state, that they counted all the emigrant wagons 


Mr. Polk’s success has not been favorably received in _as they passed between Fayetteville, Arkansas, and 


England. 


He isa new man—his name is strange to) Doaksville, some coming, and some returning from 
our ears as, until recently, it was to those of his own | the Trinity country. 
countrymen—and the English love not new names nor | ing, and 75 returning. 


There were 225, wagons com- 
As they met on the road, the 


hewmen, His success has been mainly secured by the | faint- hearted, who were going back, would tell their 


ainexation cry—an unpopular cry on this side of the 
Atlantic, as it is associated with slavery and its evils. 
He owes it to the combined support of the repudiators of 
the north and the planters of the south—an ominous al- 
liance, Finnlly, +s the distribution of the proceeds 
from the sale of the public lands is not within the com- 
pass of his policy, the holders of the tainted bonds see 
hu chance of ‘touching their dollars. Nevertheless, a 
large party—the free trade party—rejuice in Polk’s elec- 


tion, beease they believe he will popularize the tariff, | 


and place the commerce of the two countries on a more 
liberal and satisfactory basis. 
_Iretanp. Mr. O’Conne!l attended the repeal associa- 
lion meeting on the 26th ult as eloquent as ever. The 
principal incident of interest to us was his introduction 
of the Rev. Mr. Moriarty, of Philadelphia, whom he re- 
gretted to see in this country. Personally, he rejo:ced to 
see him, but he regretted exceedingly the cause thai 
brought him there—it was to raise money to rebuild the 
Churches that had been burnt during the late riots.— 
(Hear.} The public were aware that atrocity unparal 
leled in civilized times—horrors that made many men 
ashamed to belong to human nature—had been perpe 
rated by the inhabitants of Pmladelphiajunder the name 
of natives, against the Catholics and the Irish. On the 
rst occasion of these riots they held a meeting for the 
Purpose of entering into resolutions against the Catho. 
hes, and as the Irish were allowing them to proceed 
peaceably, they moved an adjournment into the Irish 
quarter. ‘They went looking for a riot, and the perso: 
who went amongst Irishmen for such a purpose was not 
likely to be disappointed, ar, if he were, he could easily 
get up a rivt himself. ‘hey destroyed two Catholic 
churches, and on the 4th of July, the anniversary of 
merican independence, that brutal and barbarous mob 
Got the authorities to disarm the Catholics under the pre- 
tence that they should be protected, and then attacked 
them until they were driven back by a superior military 
Or militia foree. Such was the origin of this horrible 
instance of bigotry and fanaticism. (Hear, hear.) He 
rejoiced that no Catholic people had ever been guilty of 


| 
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difficulties, which were all embraced in the want of 
provisions, arising from the want of means to get 
them, with the addition that those who turn back from 


a good work always make, namely, that every body | 


that started with them was doing, or about to do like- 
wise—which was untrue. But they stopped none— 
they deterred none. Those whose faces were turned 
hitherward, kept or; and being warned of the high 
price of corn on Trigity, will generally wait 
till spring, before they go there, spending the winter 
where corn is cheaper and easier obtained. Even 
now, as we write, four wagons are passing the office 
from Green county, Illinois, with ‘Polk Dallas, Ore- 
gon and Texas,” painted on the covers. These intend 
going direct to the forks of ‘Trinity. 

Red River County Statistics, Northern Division.— 
Whites subject to military duty 598; old men boys 
788: females 1096: total 2477; of which 668 are entitl- 
ed to vote. Blacks between 10 and 60 years, 718; over 
and under those ages 472; total colored 1190. 

Agricultural Products. Bales of colton last year 
1346; acres in cotton this year 4708; in corn 8468, 
wheat 771, oats 943; potatoes 196: peas 731; barley 


+3, 15,616. 


Southern Division. Population white males subject 
to military duty, 414: old men and boys 514: females 
774: total whites 1701: of which 426 are entitled to 
vote. Blacks bet» een 10 and 60 years 434 below and 
above those ages 234 total colored 668—grand total 
2371. 

Agricultural Products. Bales of cotton last year 915 
acres in cotton this year 3258, wheat 28; oats 71; 
potatoes 256; peas 1799; rice 6; total acres in cultiva- 
tion this year 11,654. 


Total in the county 27 270 
do of whites subject to military duty 1012 
do of voters 1033 


do ofentire population = @035 
do bales of cotton made last year 2261 


do of cotton gives in the county 33 
How Large is Texas. A Texas paper answers the 
interrogatory thus; It contains 218,000 square miles, 

and is full as large as the following states united: 
Square miles. Pop. in 1840, 
































Louisiana 49,000 352,411 
Mississippi 48,000 375,651 
Alabama 50,000, 990,767 
Georgia 62,000 694,392 
South Carohaa 33,000 614,398 
Virginia 64,000 1,239,797 

Total 307,000 2,944,505 

NATIONAL AFFAIRS, 
ImmicraTion. The following is an abstract from 


the officia! report of the Department, of the number 
of passengers that have arrived in the United States 
from foreign countries, during the year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1844: 








| Maine 3,649 
| 256 
| Massachusetts 6,440 
| Rhode Island 154 
| Connecticut 58 
| New York 59,762 
| Pennsylvania, 4,386 
| Delaware 32 
| Maryland 5,006 
| District of Columbia, 32 
| Vermont 197 
North Carolina 5 
South Carolina 330 
Fiorida 58 

| Louisiana 3,889 
84,764 

Of which were males 48,897 
“ ‘* females 35,864 
—- $4,764 

Mokst’s MAGNETIC TELESRAPH. Dr. Pace, of the Pa- 





tent office, has succeeded in demonstrating that his 
magneto electric apparatus, furnishes the requisite elec- 
tricity for operating with the telegraph, and thereby ob- 
viates the trouble and expense of a galvanic battery al- 
together, Communications between Washington and 
Baltimore, and Baltimore to Washington, distance of 80 
| miles, have been effected with it, with camplete success. 
This is a vast improvement. 

SupREME court or THE U. S. December 27. Twos. 
| W. Dorr, vers. Rhode Island. The court decided that 
they have no power to grant the habeas corpus prayed 
for by the counsel in this case. 


THe Texas ANNEXATION QUESTION. Attempts 
were made in the house of representatives during 
this week to commence the consideration of the pro- 
position on this subject, but the holydays always 
make a thin house. [Jt was coneluded on all hands 
to defer the discussion until Monday next, on which 
day Mr. C. J. Ingergoll has given notice that his pro- 
ject will be taken up for debate. 

Reports say that the question on annexation is to 


be taken in the house of representatives on the Sth of 
January next. 








THE TREATY MAKING PowER. The following cor- 
respondence in relation to the constitutionality of 
Mr. McDuffie’s proposition now before the senate, 
(and equally applicable to the report made by Mr. J. 
C. Ingersoll from the committee on foreign affairs in 
the house representatives) for annexing ‘l’exas to the 
Union by a joint resolution, is extracted from the 
New York Evening Post. 

lt will be observed that Mr Gallatin in his letter 
makes no objection to annexing ‘Texas to the Union, 
in the abstract, his objection 1s to the mode by which 
itis now proposed to be effected, his views always 
command respect because of his great experience, 
his admitted capacity as.a statesman and his wel] 
known republican principles, a relict of the days of 
Jefferson. 

Dear Sir: I have taken the liberty tosend you a 
copy of an article written for the Evening Post, on 
Mr. McDuffie’s resolution, in which I endeavor to 
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prove it unconstitutional. Will you do me the favor| Amount of alleged loss : 462,135 
ty lock it over, und to give your opinion on the ques Loss recovered or ascertained 304,242 
tion? Your long experience in public affairs, and in-| Mail depredators arrested and tried 100 
timate knowledge of the men and opinions of our| Paid for mail bags, 4 years ending June 30, 
best age, give us a sort of claim on you to advise us,} 1840 216,880 
when we think the constitution assailed. Mostres-| * “ “ T st 
pectfully and truly, your most ob’t serv’t, 12844 70,558 
DAVID DUDLEY FIELD. | Annual payment to railroad companies 750,569 
Hon Albert Gallatin. Monday evening. | Revenue of British post-office, under the 
23 old system ee 
SIR: ve received your note of yesterday, 66 te ‘ “ new “& 3,000, 
shine Wh Golaton viéspeetitg tie ponetttiilioual char-| Letters carried by Cunard line inonthly 60,000 | 
acter of the resolution fer annexing Texas by a leg-| Postage on rT rr si 15.000 | 
islative act now before Pees oe a — =. eae ae , senhenenemamieiiiinieminiminimess 
olution been proposed, I should not have thougnt that) il Fi icatlal 
there could be + differences of opinion on that sub- TWENTY-EIGHTH CON GERSS, 
ject. SECOND SESSION. 
> A doubt has been suggested, whether the genera} | ‘ 
government has the right, by its sole authority, to add SENATE OF THE U. 8S. 
a foreign dependent state to the Union; and [ have; p oeweer 19. Mexican relations. A ee 





ever been of o) inion that conditions might oceur in received from the president of the United States, 
a treaty ratified by the president and senate, such a8! wich was read, and, on motion of Mr. Archer, or. | 
any binding the United States to pay asum of M0-) gered to be referred to the committee on foreign 


ney which would require the free assent of congress. jations and printed. 

before such conditions could be carried into effect.— | Reports: Mr. Woodbridge, from. the committee on 
But it is unnecessary on this occasion to discuss | the public lands, made a favorable report on the bill 
those questions. That now at issue Is simply this: In to grant certain lands to the state of Indiana, to ena- | 
whom is the power of making treaties vested by the ple the said state to complete the Wabash and 
constitution? The United States have recognised the Erie canal from Terre Haute to the Ohio river. 
independence of ‘Texas; and every compact betw een | Mr. Bayard, from the committee on naval affairs, 
independent nations is a treaty. ‘reported a bill to renew ‘or five years the naval pen. 

The constitution of the United States declares that A hed J : Pp 

“the president shall have power, by and with the ad-| Aico g bill to consolidate and amend the acts in 
vice and consent of the senate to make treaties, pro- relation to the pensions of the widows and orphans 
of naval officers, seamen, and marines. 


vided two thirds of the senate concur.” ‘This power 

is not given to congress by any clause of the constitu- Texas. The resolutiom offered by Mr. Phelps on 

tion. ; yesterday, relating toa call for the various treaty 

The intenced joint resolutions propose that the stipulations, was adopted. 

treaty of annexation between the United States of Revenue laws. Mr. Evans submitted resolutions 

America and the republic of Texas, signed on the cajjing for information of amount of duties refunded | 

12th of April, 1844, (which treaty is recited verba-' quring the past year, circular letters of the treasury 
department, &c. Also copies of orders to the sur- 


i = ‘ } 

tim in the resolution) shall, by the senate and louse 

of representatives in congress assembled, be declared veyor general in Louisiana respecting the Houmas 
claims. 


to be the fundamental law of union between the said 
United States and Texas, as soon as the supreme Foreign-emigration. | Mr. Johnson submitted.the fol: 
asre€ jowing, which lies over under the rule: 


authority of the said republic of Texas shall 
to the same, Resolved, That the secretary of state be directed to 





T » he : rive } o the communicate to the senate such information as may be 

* ata sgn dg ana he coin odiceworeg poten in possession of the department of state as to the pruction | 
me eeeiste sete te . naan a fundamental law, Of foreign governments in transferring their criminals | 
ee “4 recy she Saga ge sfers toa majority #9d paupers ino the United States; and that he also} 
Rieog the sape x rte aie re ajorny communicate cupies of such instructions, if any, as may | 
of both houses of congress, w ith the approbation prey ee given by the government of the Duited States 
the president, and two thirds of both houses without 4, jp; consuls and their agents in foreign governments 
his approbation, the power of making treaties, which upon this subject; ond copies of such reports, if any, as 
aah aageictieel wis eccennniol inoihinds! Wvieuon tenn eee 

sident, with the consento oO ~ ‘ 10. ; 
sdecrclseher’ 4a ecasientan for a written constitu-| Pea Patch. The bill to — the “y to the Pea 
tion, which distributes and defines powers, the SU | Patch Island was — a tiir ~~ an srs 
premacy or as it is called, the omnipotence of a Brit- Oregon. Mr. “Aichinson, on eat intro uced 2 
ish parliament. ‘fhe resolution js evidently a direct bill to provide for a oie Shen aoe 
and in its present shape, an undisguised usurpation | territory of on. et ae tip — ~ 
of power and violation of the poeasituden- , mee a to refer the bill to the committee on the 
rou difficult to show that it is notless a ' S. ; 
RE fe pete ove with the letter of that sacred Nr. Archer ee ne ag ime wgtien poset 
justrument; and that the provision which requires the on territories, an — oO reler the bill to the com- 
consent of two thirds of the senate, was intended as| mittee on foreign . ata Pea tanpe 
a guarantee of the states’ rights, and to protect the} On this motion oO a egy ms pro a . ate 
weaker against the abuse of the treaty making pow- | sprang pea ee ~ ~ 6 y, 
if vested in a bare majority. But the case ap-! Benton, Woodbury, Marchead, Buchanan, Watker, Bay- 

a 'd feac to obscure ard, Merrick, White, Foster,of N. Y.. and Breese. 


ars t: lear, that! wou: 
rat which is celf evident, by adding any argument, In the course of the debate the question was taken 


; : fe edt, alle lei | cher” tion for reference to the commit- 
i the constitutional provision on Mr. .dreher’s mot 
aS peg eid Lhe pol ie : et ie 9 seing ore my Rae 2M peso 
rj i nsideration {AS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
Ihave the honor to be with high B niry ymkepael ve Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Foster, of 
and personal regard, dear RERT GALLATIN, | Tennessce, Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Mangum, 
servant. ALBE oe’ "| Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Rives, Upham, 
New York, 17th Dec. 1844. _ | Woodbridge —20. 3 . 
David Dudley Field, esq., New York. NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Ashly, Atchinson, Atherton, 
—— ou | Bagby, Benton, Breese, PORTED RDS chime I ame 
) atistics for the year ending 30th) Josier, of N. York, Hannegan, laywood, enderson 
giR One OF THRs ie ’ | Huger, Merrick, Niles, Porter, Semple, Sturgecn, ‘J ap- 
' ; . ; Walker, White, Woodbury.—24. 
lied 14,103; pan, Walker, W tute, : 
 eape ” “Ay eateet ey 35,409,624 | Finally, the bill was referred toa select committee 
 papchcaaypeey re ie “P tation over last 'of five members; which were ordered to be appoint- 
saqrapse Di mail tranaporten J 413.100 ed by the chair, and are as follows: Messrs. Atchin- 
year ’ 


: : “e 2.938.551) son, Walker, Rives, Crittenden, and Allen. 
. toate on seg an li atasea! The senate then adjourned till Monday. 
e ashe : 
; en 3,676 161 





Decemper 23. A message from the president 








ny 047,74 >spond alied for of 
‘ er postage 547,743 communicated the correspondence as calie rf) 

ree a "135 the secretary of state and the minister to France. 
Miscellaneous 11,248 Presidential election. Mr. Berrien, from the com- 
————— 4,237,285! mittee on the judiciary peporeds Wie an ent 
; 296,867 | ment, the house bill fixinga uniform time for the 

nditures settled and paid 4,296, ; ifor 
a “ for other objects than trans- ‘election of president and vice president of the U. 
portation 1,358,316! States. 


French spoliations. Mr. Choate, from the commit- 
tee on foreign relations, reported a bill for ascer— 
404,852 taining the claims for French spoliations. 


Revenue collected in four years 17,488,087 | 
Disbursements by the agent of depart- 
ment 





91,471| Patents. Mr. Choate also submitted a resolution 


ings, middle section | 
co dir adage 1,934' that the committee on patents be instructed to en- 


Mail depredations reported in three years 


hater 


ee 








ee —.,. > & 


quire what amendments, if any, are necessary in th 
laws concerning patents, where an appeal from the 
commissioner is now refused. 


_ Foreign paupers. Mr. Berrien submitted a resolu. 
tion, which was adopted, calling on the secretary of 
State to communicate a variety of information con-~ 
cerning the importation of foreign paupers. 

Revolutionary pensions. The senate considered and 
passed a joint resolution explanatary of the act 
making provision for revolutionary pensions. 

Post office. Mr. Merrick gave notice that on some 
early day he should introduce three several] bills, of 
the following description, viz: To provide for the 
transportation of foreign mails.- To give the post 
office department a permanent right in the case of 
certain railroads. To place at the disposal of the 
post office department certaim steamers. 


After an executive session, the senate adjourned 
till the 26th. 


Decemser 26. Memorials ona variety of topics 
were presented. 

Resolutions. Mr. Woodbury; to pay the balance of 
$65 due for funeral expences for those whose lives 
were lost on board the Frinceton. 

The bill authorising a settlement with the sureties 
of Samuel Swartwout, by compromise, was called 
up, read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Huntington moved for the printing of 30) 
extra copies of the Coast Survey, by Professor 
Bache, which were ordered. 

A bill appropriating a grant of land for the com- 
pletion of the Wabash and Erie Canal from ‘Terre 
Haute to the Ohio river, was taken up, passed and 
sent to the houre. 

The senate adjourned at an early hour, till the 30th. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, Dec. 19, Magnetic Telegraph. Mr. 
E. J. Morris, asked leave to submit the following re- 
solution: 
Resolved, That the committee ef ways and means be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill to continue the magnetic telegraph from Baltimore 
to New York, by way of Philadelphia. 

Adopted. 

Annexation of Texas. Mr. Weller asked leave to 


introduce a joit resolution as follows: 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 'I'ha: 
from and after the passage uf these resolutious (the su- 
preme authorities of ‘lexas concurring therein) the terri: 
tury now known as the republic of ‘Texas be and tx 
sate is hereby annexed and made a portion of the terr- 
tory of the United States. 

Be it further resolved, That the people now residing 
upon the said territury and within the himits of Texas 
shall be incorporated into the Union of the United States, 
and protected, in the free enjoyment of their liberty and 
property, aid admitted, as soon as may be consistent 
with the principles of the federal constitution, to the en- 


| joyment of all the rights, privileges, and immunities of 


citizens of the United States, 

Be tt further resolved, That the said territory hereby 
annexed shall be known as the ‘Territory of Texas,” and 
until otherwise ordered the laws of ‘I'exas now existing 
hall remain in fuli force, and all executive and judicial 
officers of Texas (except the presideyt, vice presiden|, 
and heads of departments) shall rete their offices, with 
all authority and power appertaining™®hereto, and. the 
cuurts of justice there established shail for the preseut re 
main ag now organized. 

Be wt jurther resolved, That all titles and claims ‘0 
real estate. valid under the existing laws of Texas, shal! 
be deemed and held so by the government of the United 
States. . 

Be it further resolved, That the public lands of the 
said territory be and the same are hereby pledged for ile 
payment of the debts therein created anterior to the pas 
sage of this act, for which the faith of the government! 
Texas bas been given, amounting, as is supposed, to te! 
millions of dollars. 

Be ut further resolved, That commissioners shal! here 
after be appointed, under such restrictions as congress 
may impose, to examine and report the claims whic! 
may be presented against the government of ‘l'exas, !! 
o.der that the proceeds of the public lands, as aforesa!¢, 
may be applied to the extinguishment thereof. c 

Be tt further resolved, ‘Vnat commissioners shall here: 
alter be appuinted, who shall establish the boundary a4 
divide said territory in such manner and form as congre* 
may direct. 

Be it further resolved, That as soon as the supreme 
authorities shall signify their approval of these resolutions 
the same shall be deemed and held the fundamental !2¥ 
of the land. 

Mr. W. moved that it be committed to the coll 
mittee of the whole on the state of tbe Union, 4! 
be printed, 

Mr. E. S. Hamlin moved that it be referred to ae 
lect committee of one from each state in the Unio! 
with instructions to report to this house— a 

First Whether congress has any coustitutional pow" 
to aunex a foreign independent nation to this gover” 
ment; and, if sv, by what article and section 0! = 
constitution itis conferred; whether it is among the pe’ 
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oie expressly granted, or amobg those which are imp! ved ! 
whether it ig necessary fo carry Into effect any express'y 
granted power, and. if so, which one. 

Second. Whether the Sunexeton exas Sangh: 

and perpetuate slavery in the slave states, an 
peel Faternat slave trade; and whether the United 
States government has any constitutional power over 
slavery tn the states, either to perpetuate jt there or to do, 
it any way : ; 

Thirdly. Whether the United States having acknow- 
ledved the independence of Texas. Mexico is thereby 
deprived of her right to reconquer that province. ; 

Fourthly. Tisat they report whether Texas is owing 
any debts or not; and, if she is, what isthe amount and 
to whom payable; and whether, if she should be annex- 
ed the United States government would be bound to 
pay them all. a . > a 

Fifthly. That they report. what treaties are in exist 
ence between Texas and foreign governments; and if 
she should be annexed to. the United States, whether the 

United States government would be bound by the law of 
nations to fulfil those treaties. 

A motiontacommit to the whole having prece- 
dence to the last motion the question was taken on 
it, and decided in the affirmative by yeas 109, nays 
60. 

Mexico. The message (iuserted last week) of the 
president with ils accompanying documents was re- 
ceived. Referred to the committee on foreign rela- 
tions and ordered to be printed. 

Land bili. The house went into committee and 
proceeded with the bill to graduate and reduce the 

rice of the publiclands. Mr. Ficklin advocated the 
Pin, Mr. €ausin spoke in opposition to it. 

Postage. Mr. Hardin, by consent, reported from 
the committee on the post office and post roads, a bill 
to reduce the rates of postage and prevent frauds on 
the post office department; which was received and 
read the first and second time, and committed to 
the committee of the whole house on the state of the 
Union. 

The bill from the senate settling the title to the 
Pea Patch was twice read and referred to judiciary 
committee. : 

Letters in answer to calls from secretary treasury | 
were presented, and the house adjourned. | 

Fray, Dec. 20. Sub-treasury bill. The house | 
resolved itself into committee of the whole on the | 
state of the Union (Mr. C. Johnson) in the chair, and | 
took up the bill reported at the last session, by Mr. | 
Dromgoole, fro the committee of ways and means, | 
to pruvide for the collection, safe keeping, and dis- | 
bursement of the public money; in reference to the | 
9th section imposing imprisonment. 

After discussion and propored amendments, and | 
remarks vy Messrs. Wentworth, Adams, Dromgoole, | 
Barnard, C. J. Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, C. B. Smith, | 
and Schenck, the wouse adjourned. 

Saturpay, Dec. 21. A resolution moved by Mr. | 
Dromgovle was adupted, to terminate all debate in| 
committee on the sub-treasury within two hours.— | 
The iwuse then resolved itself into committee and the | 
debate was continued. 

Mr. Hunt addressed the committee first upon the | 
merits vl the bill, and secondly upon the general 
political questions which had been introduced into 
the discussion, and expatiated somewhat upon the 
aid which the abolition candidate Birney had aftord- 
ed to the election of Polk. Mr. H. (having been in- 
terrupted by Mr. Payne,) relerred to the evidence 
proving that Mr. Siruey preterred Polk to Clay. 

Mr. Bailey, Mr. Henley, Mr. Dillingham, and Mr. | 
Cary, having spoken, Mr. Adams moved to strike out | 
the first section. iiuied out of order. 

The bill was ordered to engrossment by 125, to 69, 
and then passed as follows: 

YtLAS— Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Bailey, Belser, 
Beutou, Bidiack, Kdward J. Black, James Black, James 








lin the United States. 


“clary. 
a quorum being at any time present, and after a shor 
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Causin, Chappell, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer | best to notify the Mexican government that tie two 


Cranston, Garret Davis, Debarry, Fish. Florenve, Poo 
Giddings, Goagin, Grinne!!, Grider, Edward 8. Hamm 
Harden, Harper, Hudson, Washington Iu:t, Josep R 
Ingersoll. lrvin, Jenks, J. P. Kennedy, D. P. King. Mtl 
vaine, B. Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Pat 
erson, Peyton, Pollock, Preston, Ramsey, Rayner, Chas 
M. Reed. Rockwell, Rodney, Rovers, Sample, Schenck. 
Senter, Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Sinith, Sre 
phens, Andrew Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, 
Vance, Vanmeter. Vinton, Wethered, John White, 
Winthrop, Wm. Wright.—69. 

The honse adjoarned. 

Monpay, Dec. 23. On motionof Mr. 4. V. Brown, 


the bill to establish a territorial government in Ore- 


gon was read twice and referred. 

Various resolutions were submitted. 

Mileage. Mt. Cobb, from the committee on mile- 
age, reported a bill providing that hereafter the 
mileage of members shall be computed by the most 
direct mail route from their residence to the capitol. 

The previous question was moved and sustained, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed, by a vote 
of 174 to 8. The question then being on the third 
reading of the hill, it was objected too; so it lies over. 

Mr. Wentworth gave notice that when the bill 
comes up again he will move to amend it by provi- 
ding that no member shall receive pay for the time 
he may be absent. He desired that it should effect 
eastern as well as western men. 

Elections. Sundry joint resolutions, proposing 
amendments of the Constitution relative to the re 
election of President, &c., were introduced and re- 
ferred to a select committee. 

Mr. Pratt introduced a joint resolution providing 
for a more perfect accountability of those entrusted 
with the care of the public property. Read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll gave notice that to-morrow he 


will introduce a bill relative to children, born abroad, | 


of citizens of the United States. 

Slavery. Me. Ingersoll presented a petition nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Pennsylvania, asking 
a change in the constitution, so that the public lands 
may be appropriated for the liberation of all slaves 
He moved its reference to the 
judiciary committee. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to lay the petition on the 
table, and the motion prevailed. Yeas 117, nays 49. 

Mr. Dunean gave notice of a bill to re-establish the 
one hour rule. 

Texas. Mr. Douglas obtained leave to introduce a 


conformity to the treaty of 1803, for the purchase o 
Louisiana, notice of which he gave this mosning.— 
Twice read and committed. 

Some dozen of bills of a private and local charac- 
ter were introduced and referred. 

The House then adjourned to Thursday. 

Tuurspay, Dec. 26. A bill toestablish by law 
the naliveism of children bora absoad of American 


citizens who have no intention of changing their | 


national character, was reported, on leave, by C. J. 
Ingersoll. and referred to the committee on the judi- 
Nothing of importance transacted, scarcely 


ssieson, the house adjourned. 
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MR. SHANNON TO MR. CALHOUN. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Mexico, Nevember 12, 1844. 


Str: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith | 


xcentionable notes (Nos. 1 and 3) would be imme; 
diately referred to my government for instructions, 
and that unless they were withdrawn all official in- 
tercourse between this legation and the Mexican 
government must cease until those instructions were 
received. [ have found myself placed in a position 
which po person can properly appreciate, unless he 
was here and familiar with the circumstances by 
which TI have been surrounded. To see my govern- 
ment insulted, and that insult made the subject of 
hoast in the streets by the partizans of the present 
administration, and used for the purpose of making 
political capital, seemed ta demand a more prompt 
and decisive course than the one I have adopted.— 
On the other hand, had f demanded my passports at 
once, I might have been charged with acting with 
too much precipitancy, and without a due regard to 
the probable consequences resulting from such a step. 
The course | have adopted leaves the government 
entirely at liberty to take that course in the matter 
which the honor, dignity, and interests of the nation 
may demand; and } hope it will receive the approval 
of the president. } know it has been the policy of 
our government to act with great forbearance with 
Mexico; but this in my judgment, is a mistaken poli- 
cy, and one that is not appreciated in this country, 
by either the people or government. The people 
and government of the United States are the objects 
of continual abuse by all parties here, and our for- 
bearance is attributed to our party divisions rather 
than a sincese desire on, our part to cultivate and 
preserve friendly relations with Mexico. The two 
notes of Mr. Rejon of the 31st ultimo and the 6th 
instant were each sent to. the press for publication 
immediately they hack been received by this legation. 
They were written for the purpose, and with the 
| view of arousing the jealousies and exciting the pre- 
judices of this people against the government and 
southern people of the United States, and thereby to 
make political capital for the party in power. To 
accomplish, this object, you will see that Mr. Rejon 
has not hesitated deliberately and purposely to mis- 
repesent, in the most gross and palpable manner, 
both of my notes, and to charge the government and 
southern people of the United States, in language of 
the most exceptionable character, with acts and mo- 
tives highly dishonorable. Under these circumstances 
[ thought I would not be doing my duty to the gov. 
‘and people of the United States, by permitting the 
two notes of Mr. Rejon to go to the Mexican 





cia . . ; eople, 
| joint resolution for the re-annexation of Texas, in| eajeylated as they were to excite against us Pelings 


of the most unfriendly character, without a reply, 
placing the Mexican secretary and his two notes in 
what I conceive to be their true character. (See 
No. 4, accompanying this despatch.) 

The revolution, of which I spoke in my last as be- 
ing probable, has actually commenced, General Pa- 
| redes, who is said to be the head of ahout two thou- 
'sand troops at Guadalajara, in the department of 
| Jalisco, has pronounced against the government.— 
| The secretary of war a few days since made a formal 
communication of this fact to the congress now in 
session, asking at the same time for the necessary 
means to enable the government to put down this re- 
volution. This request wall nat be granted, as a ma- 
jurity of congress are anxious for the success of the 
revolution and the overthrow of General Santa Anna. 
General Paredes is not alone in this movement, It 
is said that four of the neighboring departments are 
co-operating with him, and will pronounce against 
the government in due time. The seeds of disaffec- 
tion are widespread and broadcast over the whole 
country, and nothing can save Santa Anna but the 
scattered condition of his opponents, and a bold and 








A. Biack, Biackweli, Bower. Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, | Cae taety Se Bee enaeliausy Der. Mejee, secretary of| rapid’ movement.on his past, heterp thes Reve Gap 


Broadhead, Aarou V. brown, Win. Jd. Brown, Burke, | foreign relations, to my note of the 14th ultimo, a! to concentrate their forces. 


Burt, Culdweli, Chappeli, Carpenter, Jeremiah BE. Cary, | 
Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Cnuapman, Clinton, | 
Cobo, Coles, Cross, Culiom, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, | 
Jona W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Diliogham, Douglass, | 
Drumygvoie, Ellis, Farice, Ficklin, Fosier, Freach, Ful- 
ler, Hale, Hannibal, Haitian, Hammett, Haralson, | 
Hays, Heuley, Hernck, Huimes, Hoge, Houpkius, Hous. | 
ton, Hubbard, Hubvell, Hugies, James B. Hunt, Chas. | 
E lugersull, Jameson, Cave Junnsen, Andrew Julinson, | 
George W. Joues, Andrew Keunedy, Preston Kite, 
Labrauclie, Levuard, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslin, 
Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, Me- 
Dowell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, Isaac E. 

vrse, Murphy, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, Rme- 
ty D. Power, Purdy, Rathbun, David 3. Reid, Reding, 
Keife, Ritter, Roberts, Rubmson, Russell, St. John, 
Thos, H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simp- 
80, Slidell, Joha ‘I’. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 
mith, Steenrod, Sietson, John Stewart, Stiles, James 
W. Stone, Altred P. Stone, Strong, Sykes, ‘Taylor, 
Wien ie rncnng gs 7 Weller, Wentworth, 

Nxlon, Denjamin lite lila ’ 
A. Wernghin ua ; ms, Woodward, Jos, 
. NAYS--Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Bar- 
tinger, Barnard, Brengle, Milton Brown Buffiugton, 









copy of which I sent you with my last despatch.— 
The papers accompanying this communication, 
(marked Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4,) will put you in pos- 
session Of all the correspondence that has taken 
place between this legation and the Mexican minis- 
ter of foreign relations on the subject of the renewal 


| mands in person. 


He sees this, aad has 
| set his forces in motion. Seven thousand infantry, 
| with fifteen hundred cavalry and twenty pieces of 
|eannon, are now onthe road from Jalapa to this 
| place, and are expected to reach here in a few days. 
President Santa Anna is at their head, and com- 


It is said that General Paredes 


of the war on the part of Mexico against Texas, and! will be able to cencentrate an equal force before 


the mode in which it is intended to be conducted, 
since the date of my last despatch. 

The note of the Mexican minister of the 31st ulti- 
mo is so insulting, both jn its language and charges, 
to the government and people of the United States, 
and is such a flagrant breach of those rules of cour- 
tesy that should characterize international diplomatic 
intercourse, that | felt myself called upon to demand 
that it should be withdrawn. To this demand a still 
more iasulting and exceptionable note was received 
in reply, in language so grossly offensive to the gov- 
ernment and people of the United States that, if I 
had consulted my own feelings, 1 would have deman- 
ded my pasports; but, in view of the consequences 
which such a course would involve, and not wishing 
to take any step that might appear rash, I thought it 


Santa Anna can reach him. In the south there is a 
general rising of the people in opposition to the pay- 
ment of the contributions levied to raise four millions 
voted by congress some time since to carry on the 
war against Texas. The officers of the government 
charged with the duty of collecting these contribu. 
tions have in many instances been arrested, their 
right hands cut off, and in other respects cruelly 
treated. Large military forces have been sent by 
the government to restore order and enforce the col- 
lections of the contributions. The malcontents in 
the south will co-operate with General Paredes and 
others against the government. Such is the present 
condition of this country, and the prospects for the 
future are still more gloomy. This revolution isa 
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adopted to renew the war against Texas. A large 
army, distributed at various points over the country, 
under different leaders, ali ambitious to promote their 
own interest and selfish purposes, would at any time 
be dangerous to the ruling powers in this country; 
but a time like this, when the country has .been 
drained of nearly all of its resources, and the taxes 
and contributions levied on the people greatly in- 
creased, a revolution is the necessary consequence. 
Had the war against Texas been abandoned, the ar- 
my reduced to avout five thousand, the taxes dimin- 
ished, a rigid accountability of public officers enfor- 
ced, and a liberal foreign policy adopted, all of 
which might have been done, the present government 
wonld not now be threatened with being overthrown. 

When | say that this revolution is the necessary 


consequence of the measures adopted to renew the |of foreign relations, requesting that our whaling 
wer against Texas, I do not wish to be understood as ships may be permitted as heretofore to sell goods in 
saying that the people of Mexico are opposed to that | the ports of California to the amount of $500. The 
war. On the contrary, they are unanimously in fa- | document marked A isa copy of a letter from our 
vor of it. For the reasons which have induced the | consul in Monterey, upon which this request was 
revolutionists to pronounce against the government, made. 


} refer you to the manifesto of General Paredes, 
which I herewith send you. 


Permit me to call your speeial attention to the Wards one of our whaling ships, the Braganza. From 
claims of the citizens of the United States on this | “e note itself you will learn the particulars of the 
It will be recollected that a conven- | ©@Se. 


government. 


tion was concluded and signed on the 20th of No-| ; I 
yember, 1843, by the accredited agents of the two gov- | rejation to the crew of the William A. Turner; and 
r the adjustment of the No. 9 is the reply to that note, this noment received. 


ernments, which provided fo 
claims of our citizens on Mexico. and was submitted 


by the president to the senate at an early period of | sul in Tabasco to the inquiries made by Mr. Green 


the last session, by which it was approved, except as | in relation to this affair of Sentmanat, and as to the 
ustment of the claims | truth of the rumors here in relation to Patterson’s 


to the articles relating to the ad; 
of the two governments on each other, and the desig- 


nation of the city of Mexico, instead of Washington, | 


as the place « here the board should hold its sessions. 
It therefore became secessary to refer this conven- 
tion, with these amendments, back to the government 
of Mexico for its approval. ‘This was done only last 
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spripg, and Mr. Green, the charge d’affaires ad inte- | 


rim, pressed the subject on this government, and re- 
eatedly urged its speedy action in the premises.— 


Vet no action was had, and no steps have been taken | 


up to this day by this government in relation to this 
convention, and the two amendments proposed by the 
senate. Mr. Green received no other satisfaction 
than delusive and deceptive promises and evasive an- 
swers. Shortly after my arrival in this city, finding 


that the time fixed for the exchange of ratifications 


had expired, I addressed a note, in obedience to my | 


instructions, to the Mexican minister of foreign rela- 


tions, requesting the appointment of plenipotentiaries | 


to treat with me on this subject. adse ahha 
Feeling anxious to conclude a convention in time 

to have it submitted to the senate at Its next session, 

{ sought and obtained a personal i: terview with Pre- 
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as to the time when payment may be expected.— 
Taking into consideration the revolution that has 
Just commenced; the evident indisposition on the part 
of the Mexican government to do justice to our citi- 
zens or government; the exhausted state of the na- 
tional treasury; and the ruinous condition of the 
country, I do notfeel myself justified in giving you 
any encouragement as to the payment of the last or 
future instalments under the convention of the 30th 
of January, 1843. 

My aote, a copy of which I sent you with my last 
despateh, protesting against the decree for the expul- 
sion of citizens of the United States from the four 
northern departments, remains unanswered, and I do 
not believe any answer is intended. 

No. 6 is a note which I addressed to the minister 


No. 7 is a noteto the Mexican government in re- 
lation to the conduct of the governor of Acapulco to- 


No. 8 is another note to the Mexican minister in 


The document marked B is the reply of our con- 





connexion with the expedition. | 

} have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, WILSON SHANNON. 

The Hon. Joun C. Catnoon, 

Secretary of stale of the United States. 

{ Translation. } | 

No. 1.—-MR. REJON TO MR. SHANNON. 

National Palace, Mexico, October 31, 1844. 

The undersigned, minister of foreign relations and | 

government, had the honor to receive the note ad- 

dressed to him, under date of the 14th instant, by the 


‘Hon. Wilson Shannon, envoy extraordinary and min-! 


ister plenipotentiary of the United SStates, protesting | 


solemnly, by order of his government, as well] against | 


hostilities projected against the colonists of that pro- 


sident Santa Anna, in which d urged on him also the | 


early appointment of a minister to treat on this bu- 
siness. From both d received the strongest assuran- 
ces that the subject should receive the immediate 
consideration of the Mexican government. 1 was 
induced to believe such would be the case, and that 


the business would be concluded in time for the ac-| 
able to decide with accuracy as to the right which | 


tion of the senate at its nextsession. Having receiv- 


ed no answer on the Ist instant, J addressed a second | 
note to the Mexican minister of foreign relations, | 


calling his attention again to the subject, and reques- 
ting an early reply. (See No. 5.) “To this note I 
have received no answer. From these facts, and 
other circumstances which might be stated, ] am 


compelled to believe that it is the settled purpose of | $0 
| quently by othersof a similar nature, made by the 


this government to decline all action upon this sub- 


Texas established themselves in that territory, as} 
‘well under grants from the Spanish government, 


ject, so long as they can do so without incurring the | 


risk of a war with the United States. The very fact 


of baffling all effurts on our part to procure an ad- | ) | 
ent « ‘Shannon to the very essential circumstances that, 


justment of those claims will be made the grounds 
by the party in power for further demands on the 


conficerce and support of the Mexican people. It, 


would seem tome that when Mexico has refused 
even to talk upon this subject, it 1s time for congress 
to begin to act, and vindicate the honor of the coun- 
try as well as the just rights of our plundered citi- 
zens. Until congress takes hold of this subject, and 
gives this government distinctly to understand that 
the claims of our citizens must be adjusted in a fair 
and just manner, J] do not believe anything can or 
will be done. The whole tendency of things in this 
country is downward, and there is great danger, if 
these claims are postponed a few years longer, that 
they will be entirely lost to our citizens. 

Our agent appointed to receive the instalments due 
our citizens under the convention of the 30th Janua- 
ry, 1843, was directed to call at the proper depart- 
ment on the 30th ultimo and demand payment of the 
instalment that fell due on that day. He did so, and 
payment was refused on the alleged ground that 
there was no money in the treasury applicable to 
such a purpose. He has called on two occasions 
since, but has not received any satisfactory answer 


the invasion of the territory of Texas, which the gov- | 


ernment of the Mexican republic has determined to | 
effect, as against the manner in which it is proposed 
to conduct that invasion. 

As the object of the said note, which has reveal- 
ed fully the duplicity with which Mexico has so long | 
been Weated, may be to cause the suspension of the | 


vince, who haye risen in rebellion against her, whilst 
the work of annexing it to the United States is going | 
on, the undersigned, in repelling this protest, finds 
himself under the necessity of examining how far) 
it is founded on justice; and with that view he must’ 
be permitted to lay down certain facts, which should | 
be kept always present to the mind, in order to-be 


the American government has to interfere in this af- | 
fair. 
The undersigned agrees that the first colonists of | 


confirmed after the completion of the independence of 
Mexico by the authorities of this republic, as subse- 


state of Coahuila and Texas, which was fully au- 
thorized to make them; but he must at the same time 
strongly direct the attention of the honorable Mr. 


in the proclamation and act of independence of Tex- 
as, those who figured as the principal persons were 
almost alj natives of the United States; that such was} 





| . ! 
the general as well as the others composing the army | 


} 
| 


; 
} 





which fought under the standard of ‘l'exas in the ac- 
tion of San Jacinto; and that‘in many parts of the 
United States meetings were at that time publicly 
held, for the purpose of affording, as were in fact af- 
forded, supplies of men, arms, and other materials, 
and munitions of war and provisions to the so called 
Texians, in order that they might sustain their cause; 
that if, at that time, it might have been believed that 
ihey united themselyes to effect their independence 
of Mexico, it has since been clearly shown that they 
were endeavoring to separate that rich and extensive 
territory from its lawful sovereign, in order to annex 
it to the United States; a measure of policy which, 
as the honorable Mr. Shannon expressly says in his 
vote, has been long cherished and has been deemed 
indispensable for the safety and welfare of the Uni- 
ted States, and has accordingly been steadily pursued 
by all parties in that republic and by all its adminis- 





trations for the lasttwenty years. Well—does not this 





ain—_,_ 





open confession, united to the public and notor; 
fact which the undersigned es rapidly aatiee 
prove that the proclamation of the independence of 
Texas, and the demand for its annexation to the 
United States are the work of the government and 
citizens of those states interested in effecting this 
acquisition, which they have for the last twenty 
yezrs considered indispensable for the safety ang 
welfare of that republic? And, this being the case 
can the right be admitted as just, which they claim, 
to interfere in this question by preventing the Mex). 
can government from reconquering an interesting 
portion of its territory whilst the question of its an— 
nexation to that republic is pending? 

_ In order to justify aa intervention of this nature 
it was necessary to recognize solemnly as existing in 
each of the nations of the earth, the right to raise it- 
self by means of the territories of its neighbors, by 
first peopling them with its own citizens, then caus. 
ing them to withdraw themselves from obedience to 
the territorial authorities and to proclaim their inde. 
pendence, aiding them at the same time in an effec. 
tive manner to sustain it, and finally to ask that the 
territory thus occupied be incorporated with that of 
the country to which those citizens belong. This is 
the position in which the United States stands with 
regard to the Texas question; and the North Ameri. 
can government may thus far deceive itself by its 
fictions, .but it will not be able to deceiye the world 
which, knowing the circumstances here mentioned 
by the undersigned, and taking into consideration the 
note of Mr. Shannon, most important ag it is, to 
bring into relief the justice of the cause of Mexico 
in this affair, will see that the proclamation of the 
independence of Texas, made and sustained almost 
entirely by citizens of the United States, who were 
not repressed by their government, but on the con- 
trary assisted by it and by the southern states of that 
republic, was intended for no other object than to 
aggrandize the United States by the annexation of 
that territory, thus endeavoring to give an honest ap- 
pearance to the spoliation which is attempted against 
this nation, by supposed right, to he founded on cir- 
cumstances intentionally brought about by the south- 
ern people, and the government of the United States 
themselves. 


Who, indeed, does not see that this independence 
of Texas has been effected, and is now sustained 
with so much warmth and energy in the Hon. Mr. 
Shannon's note, only because it was agreed that the 
Texians should be made an independent and sove- 


reign nation, in order to give them the right to con: 


clude treaties, and thereby to annex themselves to 
the repyblic of which the so-called president of that 
Mexican province, as well as all the authorities go- 
verning it, are natives? The artifice, as well as the 


arguments founded on it, may surprise those who are 
unacquainted with the facts,and have not seen the 


note lo which the undersigned has now the honor to 


reply; but those who know all the circumstances 


here mentioned cannot but agree that by these means 
only has an appearance of justice been given to that 
by which the law of nations and the relations of 


good feeling between neighboring powers are so 


deeply wounded. Did not President Jackson, one of 
the most extreme partisans of Ue annexation, and 
against whom has been brought the heavy charge of 
having sent Generai Houston to Texas in order to 
carry his design into execution, confess, in deference 
to truth and justice, in a message which he address- 
ed to the house of representatives in December, 
1836, and that when the question was only as to re- 
cognising the independence, that such an act would 
be regarded as one of serious injustice to Mexico, 
and that by it the United States would render them- 
selves subject to ‘the most severe censure, as the 
Texians had ali emigrated from that country, and 
were endeavoring to obtain their recognition with the 
manifest intention of effecting their incorporation 
into the United States? This confession being no 
Jess than thatof the government of that republic, 
whilst it corroborates what has been already said, 
to wit, that the independence of Texas was. effected 
by emigrants from tne United States with the ob- 
ject of annexing Texas to their country, affords 
clear proof of the assertion of the undersigned that 
an attempt has been made to give to the occupation 
of ‘Texas by the United States a course which should 
divest it in some manner of the odium of a barefac- 
ed usurpation, making it appear as if it had been ob- 
tained by the express consent of a people who had 
succeeded in emancipating themselves from their 
mother country, conquering their independence by 
their own sword and valor. 

Thus, as the Texiaus who proclaimed the inde- 
pendence of Texas were emigrants from the United 
States; as it could not be doubted that they were 
openly protected in the United States, in order to 
support their rebellion against the authorities of a 
country which received them with so much genero- 
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sity, as it was public and notorious that the govern. 
ment of the United States, which affected so much 
respect for the opinion of the world, fearing lest its 
acknowledgment of the independence of Texas 
might be regarded as an act of serious injustice to 
Mexico, was the first to hasten to make such ac- 
knowledgment while aware that the independence 
had been proclaimed with the object of annexing 
that Mexican province to the northern republic; it 
peing afterwards seen that this same government of 
the United States and a large portion of its people 
were openly, and without altempt at concealment, 
laboring with enthusiasm for the annexation of Fex- 
as to their territory, so far as to have solicited a re- 
newal of the proposition for incorporation when 
there was no necessity for such a demand, because, 
the Texians and the people of the United States be- 
ing one and the same, they all had and still have the 
same interests and tendencies; and, finally, as the 
history of this question between the two countries 
resents every thing that could be desired to prove 
that the independence of Texas is the work of the 
overnment and the southern people of the U. States, 
and that they effected 1t only for the purpose of ob- 
taining possession of those rich and extensive terri- 
tories, how can this independence be represented a3 
a matter in which they had no part? And how can 
the foreigners who proclaimed it be considered as 


having the same title which the Mexicans (the own-| 


ers by every right of the soil in which they were 
born) had to their independence? [but it will besaid 
that these foreigners, having been invited to estab- 
lish themselves in that province, settled there under 


the federal system, which then governed the Mexi-, 


can Republic, and that this system having been dis— 
solved by armed forces, they had the right to sepa- 
rate themselves from Mexico, especially as the con- 
stitution of 1824 had given the right to be an inde- 
pendent state whenever they should possess the 
requisite qualifications. 


In answer to this. it should be borne in mind that | 


the citizens of the the United States whe proclaimed 


the independence of ‘Texas, with the exception per- | 


haps of the first cclonists, went there not to remain 
in submission to the Mexican Republic, but with the 
object of annexing Texas to their own country, 
thereby strengthening the peculiar institutions of the 
southern states, and opening a new theatre for the 
execrable system of negro slavery; that they never 
subjected themselves to the laws of Mexico, but lived 
us they pleased, and that, when they considered that 
they could erect themselves into a state of the con- 
federacy, to regulate their affairs in their own way, 
they formed their constitution, which the general 
administration of the republic did not approve, be- 
cause that act wanted the requisites fixed by the fun- 
damental law. ‘This, togetner with the decree for 
the suppression of slavery, and the means adopted to 


which may be more agreeable to them and will ad- 
mit them into its union? But here the undersigned 
will repeat what he has already said respecting the 
artifices by which the government and the southern 
people of the United States have brought on the 
actual situation of Mexico, in order to form an argu- 
ment apparently solid on which they might support 
the acquisition of that territory, which has been for 
the last twenty years “deemed indispensable by all 
parties and successive administrations of that republic.” 
But those called Texans are not the persons who 
have effected the independence of that province, or 
who have the means to carry it through; the people of 
the southern states of the union have done every 
thing, not to make Texas an independent nation, but 
to annex it to their own territory, with some show of 
justice. The note to which the undersigned is reply- 
ing 18 a proof of the insufficiency of those so called 
Texans; because, had their resources been adequate 
‘to sustain them against the power of the Mexican 
republic, there would have been no necessity for the 
Hon. Mr. Shannon’s government to place itself thus 
openly on their side, and to tear away at once the 
veil with which it has long sought to cover its in- 
trigues and designs. 

| Bat, proceeding vow to the belief, that which is 
said to be generally entertained in the United Slates, 
‘that Texas was comprised in the cession of Louisiana, 
'made by France to that republic mm 1803, the under- 
signed will ask, can it be sufficient to invalidate sub- 
isequent treaties, concluded with the proper solemni- 
ities? By the treaty concluded at Washington, on the 
(22d of February, 1819, between the plenipotentiaries 
of the U. States and of Spain, the Americans acknow 

‘ledged the province in question to form part of the 
“Spanish possessions; and if it be now said that this 





‘renunciation was improperly made, and it be pre-— 


‘tended to found upon that belief a right superior to 
jthat given by the said treaty, what guaranty can 
there be to public conventions in future, when against 

1} may be alleged some pre-existing right, impro- 
'perly renounced or stipulated? Could not Spain have 
‘adduced the same reason, with much better titles, for 
‘disputing the possession of Louisiana by the United 
|States? Did-+she not, on retroceding Lonisiana to 
France, which sold that territory to the American 
‘government for eighty millions, reserve to herself, by 
ithe treaty of October, 1800, the right of preference 
}in case France should Le about to part with it? And 
‘did the United States depend upon her previous con- 
‘sent to making this important acquisition? Far from 
|so doing, this business was entered upon without giv- 
‘ing her any notice whatsoever; and, when she be- 
‘came informed of it, she bitterly complained of this 
‘conduct, and refused for one year to approve the 
itreaty of cession of Louisiana. What, then, would 
ithe United States have said, if the court of Madrid, 
| notwithstanding this solemn approval, should now 
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ritory by solemn treaties. If this argument were 
good, few nations could rest secure and quiet in the 
possession of their respective territories, because the 
strongest would always have a reason for absorbing 
the weaker, on the grounds of their own security.— 
Thus the United States, after taking Texas, might 
by the same title adjudge to themselves the other 
frontier departments of the Mexican republic, if 
they should not proceed at once with the territory 
comprehended between the rivers Bravo del Norte 
and the Colorado, which empties into the Californian 
Gulf, and their respeetive sources. Can Mexico, 
‘finding herself threatened by these new and over- 
whelming evils, especially as she sees a powerful 
reason for fearing them in the unworthy [poco leal] 
conduct of the government and the people of the 
‘southern states of the Union as regards the Texas 
i'question—can she fas] to avail herself of her right 
of security, founded on better tilles than those which 
the Hoa. Mr. Shannon’s republic can adduce, on the 
grounds of providing against the influence of Great 
Britain, which is considered as ominous of evil to 
‘the welfare and prosperity of the American people? 
‘For, while Mr. Tyler's government is seeking the 
security of his country by seizing a territory belong- 
‘ing to another, the government of the Mexican re- 
‘public provides for its own safely by endeavoring to 
‘retain a province which belongs to it by every right; 
‘whilst the American. government is endeavoring to 
avoid an inconvenient neighbor, the Mexican govern- 
'ment, operating with the same object, also strives to 
preserve ils other departments and even Hs national 
‘existence, whieh are placed ia jeopardy; finally, 
whilst the one power is secking more ground to stain 
by the slavery of an unfortunate branch of the hu- 
man race, the other is endeavoring, by preserving 
what belongs to it, to diminish the support which the 
‘former wants for this detestable traffic. [Let the 
world now say which of the two has justice and 
reason on its side. The undersigned, coming to the 
charge made against his government as to the man- 
ner in which it proposes to conduct the war against 
the so-ealled Texians, will say that its severity has 
been occasioned by the policy. of the government and 
of the people of the southern states.of the Union, 
‘confermable neither wiih the relations of good 
neighborhood nor with the respect due to the rights 
of a friendly nation. Because, if, instead’ of foment- 
ing the spirit of rebellion in the native citizens of 
the United States esiablished in Texas against the 
government of that territory, (hey had been made to 
understand, in a decisive and effective manner, that 
they could in no case rely o; the assistance of their 
own country in support of their undertaking—if the 
|neutrality inculeated by President Jackson in his 
/message of December 8, 1835, as a duty on the part 
of the United States in the civil struggle between 
Mexico and Texas, iad been other than a vain for- 








subject them to compliance with the Jaws which they | come forward wiih a declaration that it had been malty, and he had effectually repressed what he 


contemned, irritated them and disposed them to raise 
the standard of rebellion against the national authori- 
lies. They did in efiect rise in rebellion, and then, 
finding a pretext in the variation of the federal con- 
stitutron,' the dispositions of which they had never 
observed, except so far as suited their convenience, 
they relied upen it to advance their movement, ma- 
liciously- denying the right of the nation to vary its 
institutions whenever it might be proper for its 
interests—then proclaiming their independence, and 
afterwards their annexation to the United States, 
which had been the real object of their coming to 
Texas, and the end to which all parties and all ad- 
Ministrations in that republic have directed their 
eiforts for the last twenty years, as the Hon. Mr. 
Shannon declares in his note. And does not all this 
manifestly prove that a system of falsehood has been 
constantly pursued towards Mexico? oes it not 
destroy even those semblances of rigitt by which itis 
attempted to justify the rebellion of the colonists of 
Pexas? Moreover, was the independence promised 
to that province in the federal constitution such that 
it might separate itself from the republic, whenever 
It should possess the qualifications required, and 
annex itself to a foreign nation? Examine that con- 
stitution with care, and it will be seen to promise no 
more than that the state should be independent in its 
faternal administration; but not that it should be 
emancipated from the national sovereignty, which all 
the states were under obligation to ac knowledge and 
respect. Besides, what has one nation to do with 
the institutions of another in its vicinity? Or by 
What right can it take to itself the territories of 
another, in which its citizens have established them- 
selves, because the constilutional forms of the people 
received them have been varied? 

_ Will it be also said that they have effected their 
independence, and that, possessing means sufficient 
to Maintain it, they should be recognised as an inde- 
pendent nation, having the right te conclude treaties, 


‘given in an improper manner, and that this territory, 
\clandestinely transferred to another, should be re- 
turned to her? Would they fail to adduce in this 
pepe the conventional right, flowing from the treaty 
of approval, as a perenplory reason in opposilion to 
(the pretensions of Spain? Well, this ts precisely 
'what Mexico now does; she relies not only on the 
‘treaty of Washington, of February 22d, 1819, but on 
ithe treaty entered upon and concluded on the 12th of 
January, 1828, between the plenipotentiaries of this 
jrepublic and the United Siates, and afterwards so- 
Jewnly ratified by the two contracting parties. 

| In both treaties it is agreed that the dividing 
| hines should be marked out; that Texasshould not 


| belong to the United States, but first to Spain and | 
‘afterwards to Mexico, as succeeding to the rights of | 
|Spain. In neither treaty will be found the reserva- 


tions which could give to the American government 
the titles which it appears to found upon a belief | 
contrary to solemn conventions; whilst both treaties, | 
contain express and positive renunciations of that | 
territory in favor of Spain and this republic, as may } 
be seen by reference to the third article of the treaty | 
of Washington, and the second article of treaty of | 
Mexico. 

As itis thus asserted that this belief that the ter- | 
ritory of Texas belongs to the United States, has | 
existed in every part of the Union for the last twenty | 
years, it is indeed surprising that in the year 1828 | 
they should have agreed, by the ratifications of the | 
treaties of limits with Spain, lo acknowledge that | 
province as an integral part of the Mexicanrepublic. ; 
If these reasons were then good, why did they not, 
amend the defect in the first treaty, and at least make | 
some reservation to support that right which now 
begins to be brought forward, and which they ea- 
deavor to make vaud? Jt is equally surprising that 
it should be desired to found on the security of | 
the United States, the right to appropriate a vast 
and fertile province, belonging to a neighboring na- 








and thereby to annex themselves to another power, 


tion, and recognised as an integrant part of its ter-! 


then called strong teinptations and powerful induce- 
ments to protect the Texians, itis almost certain 
that they never could have ventured to rise in insur- 
rection, and still less to proclaim their independence; 
the war would not. have arisen, and even though it 
should have broken out, as the noble and honorable 
conductof the United States would in justice have 
inspired unbounded confidence, the struggle would 
not have been. influenced nor have reached the ex. 
tremity to which it was brought by the open co-ope- 
ration of Messrs. Jackson aud Tyler and of the 
southern states of the Union. This has caused the 


|'Mexican government to see, as if now sees, a cun- 


flagration, the flames of whieh it has.endeavored and 
is endeavoring to quench by any means in its power, 
and for all the evils of which those should be respon- 
sible who have provoked them by acting in this dis- 
honorable manner. 

Besides, can the manner in which a Government 
endeavors to restore to order one of its provinces 
which has deciared itseil independent, give to the 
Government of a neighboring; vation the rizht to pre- 
vent the former by force of arms from reconquering 
that territory, anc on sich a pretext to appropriate 
it to itself? The undersigned has said that the col- 
lonists of ‘|exas, without the assistance of the Govy- 
ernment and people of the Southern States of the 
American Union, would neither have risen in rebel- 
lion nor have had the means to mainiain their inde- 
pendence. Nevertheless, admitting the fact to be 
established that the inhabitants of the province in 
insurrection could have sicceeded in Withdrawing 
from the dominion of the Mexican Republic, anu 
could have had resources adequate to place them in 
security against the altacks of this Republic, should 
not the United States have limited themselves to the 
recoguilion of their independence; and in case the 
war against them should have been conducted ina 
imanner sot conformable with the usage generally 
adopted, should they not have been content with in- 
terposing their good offices to have it carried on reg- 
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ularly, from respect to humanity, which is so little 
respected in the United States, and to prevent the 
evils which President Tyler affects to fear? Why 
not act in this case asthe other Powers who ac- 
knowledged the independence of Texas have done, 
without endeavoring to prevent the Mexican Gov- 
ernment from availing itself of its rights over the 
territory in insurrection. 1s it because the Govern- 
ment of the United States has pledged itself to the 
Texians.to ask for their annexation again, and be- 
cause under this supposition its honor does not allow 
it to see another suffer in its place? It is scarcely to 
be believed that a most serious fault should serve as 
a reason for committing another and a greater one, 
especialfy as there is no obstruction to saying so in 
an important document which is to be made known 
to the whole civilized world. If honor does not al- 
low the American Government to see another suffer 
in its place, neither does it allow it to acknowledge 
the independence of Texas, as declared in the Presi- 
dent’s Message of December, 1836, and still less to 
invite the Texians to renew their proposition for an- 
nexation, failing so clearly in the honor and consid- 
eration due toa friendly and neighboring nation, due 
in respect to the repeated assurances of good faith, 
by means of which it has been attempted to tranquil- 
lize them. 

But, admitting that the conduct of Mexico has not 
been strictly regular, why, instead of completing an 
act at variance with all morality, does not the Amer- 
ican Government recede, and give full satisfaction to 
the friencly Power whose rights it has outraged; 
using its influence over that Power in an amicable 
manner, so as to calm her just irritation against rebels 


using this right, which gives offence to no one, the 
governmentof the United States should proceed to 
carry into effect the threat uttered against her by 
changing the existing relations between the two 
countries, the responsibility for the consequences 
which may result will rest upon them, and not upon 
the Mexican government, which will confine itself 
entirely to repetling unjust and unprovoked. aggres 
sion. 

The undersigned repeats to the Hon. Mr. Shan- 
non the assurances of his most distinguished consi— 


deration. 
MANUEL CRECENCIO REJON. 
The Hen. Witson Suannon, 
Envoy extraordinary, &c. 
No. 2.—MR. SHANNON TO MR. REJON. 
Legation of the U. S. of America, 
Mexico, November 4, 1844. 
The undersigned, envoy, &c. has received and 
read with surprise the note of his excelleney M. C. 
Rejon, minister of foreign relations of the republic 
of Mexico, of the 31st ultimo, which purports to be 
in reply to the note of the undersigned of the 14th 
of the same month, protesting against the proposed 
invasion of Texas atthis time by Mexico, and the 
mode in which it is proposed to be conducted. 
The undersigred can hold no communication with 
the government of Mexico unless in terms respect- 


whom he has the honor to represent. 
The note of his excellency Mr. Rejon repeatedly 
charges, in terms the most grossly offensive, the go- 





ful to himself and to the governmen and people to) 


— 


Mexico may with justice claim reparation for 
these injuries, and would easily obtain it, if the 
American government, instead of endeavoring to 
cultivate friendly relations and amity with her, did 
not seek the occasion to change these relations hy 
provoking a rupture which the government of the 
undersigned has endeavored and is stil} endeavoring 
to avoid. 


The Mexican government might also have return- 
ed insult for insult, by openly using the same un- 
curteous language which characterizes the two pre- 
ceding notes from the American legativn; but it 
knows what is due to itself, after an attempt has 
been made to cover it with opprobrium before the 
whole world, in treating a question in which it has 
justice and reason on its side. And Mexico has been 
obliged to refer to important acts, tending to prove 
the dishonorable conduct of two administrations and 
of the sovthern people of the United States. No 
other resource has been left to her, in order to ren- 
der obvious the justice of her cause, as well as the 
njustice of the attempt made to take from her an 
important portion of her territories, the acquisition of 
which has been judged necessary by all parties and 
| government of that republic for the last twenty years, 
as shown bo the note of the American minister of 
the 14th of October last. Her government has, 
_ however, limited itself to what was indispensable to 
| render its case clear, showing in the discussion all the 
consideration due to the majority of the American 
people, from whose representatives it hopes for 
amends for the excesses committed on this point by 
the actual president of that republic, whose senate, 





vernment and people of the United States with false-. 


whom it has compromised, and negotiating to the | hood, artifice, intrigue, and designs of a dishonorable 
effect that those rebels, by returning under the au- | character, and with barefaced usurpation. It also 
‘thority of their legitimate sovereign, may obtain in- | charges gen. Jackson with having, while president 


_dulgence and the passage of laws of exception in their of the United States, sent general Houston to Texas | 


favor sufficient to satisfy their wants? Mexico has’ with the secret purpose and dishonorable design of 
manifested the best disposition to do so; but, as the | exciting that people to revolt, with the view of pro- 
object of the United States is to annex to themselves | curing the annexation of that territory to the United 
the province of Texas, the acquisition of which has | States. 

been considered necessary and indispensable by all; These charges are predicated in part on a misre— 
parties and all administrations in that Republic for | presentation of the note of the undersigned so gross 
the last twenty years, nothing’ but that is wanted; and palpable, and are so often repeated in language 
and for that a state of things has been brought about, | so offensive, as to manifest a purpose of deliberately 
to give an appearance of justice to an act which can insulting the people and government of the United 
mno way be justified. Now, whether these pro-| States. To such charges, so unfounded, made in 
ceedings have been honorable or not—whether the language so insulting, and for such a purpose, the 
conduct of the two Administrations and of the people ‘undersigned can make no reply. He has, therefore, 
of the Southern States of the Union, who have propos- | no alternative but to demand that the note be with- 
ed to dismember the territory of the Mexican Repub- drawn. 

lic, is or 1s not conformable with the lawof nations & | As the undersigned proposes to send by a special 
the relations of friendship which the Government of messenger, to leave on the morning of the 10th inst, 


the undersigned has endeavored to maintain with despatches to his government, and as the future re | 


_composed of honorable and respectable men, such 
_as Adams and Clay, has given to Mexico proofs of 
the justice of its character. 


| Thus the government of the undersigned, so far 
‘from withdrawing the note which it addressed to 
‘the American legation on the 3lst October last, is 


| more and more convinced, after meditating on its 
‘contents, of the necessity of leaving it in the terms 
‘in which it was delivered, regretting only that no oc- 
-easion has been offered to develop more con. pletely 
the facts which have been presented, in order to 
demonstrate to the world the system of duplicity 
pursued towards Mexico for the last twenty years; 
_as confirmed by the note of the American legation of 
the 14th October last. 


| The undersigned therefore, has orders to recapitu- 
late what he has said in every point, and at the same 
time to repeat that, if in case Mexico should use her 
rights, the relations of amity which the Mexican 
government has endeavored and stil! endeavors to 
maintain, should be broken by the existing [actual] 


them, the civilized world will decide, and the north- lations to subsist between the U. States and Mexico | 8°Ver™mment of the United States, the Mexican ad- 


ern portion of the United States will also decide— may depend on the representations which he may 
that portion on whose honor Mexico relies, doing to then make to his government, he requests an imme- 

it the justice which it merits, and which its own diatereply to this note. The undersigned renews, 
Governmeut endeavors to take from it by represen- | &c. WILSON SHANNON. | 
ting itas an accomplice in a policy to which the nu- To his excellency M. C. Rejon, 
bleness of its generous sentiments is repugnant. As Minisler of foreign relations and government, &c. | 
it then appears, from what has been here said, that tie 
every thing alleged hy the American Government to | 
prevent Mexico from recovering the province of 

Texas, is, upon analysis, a manifest violation of the | 
law of nations, because it reduces itself to a demand | 
that that Governmentshould be allowed to effect the | 
usurpations of a large portion of the territory of a 


[TRANSLATION] 
No. 3—From Mr. Rejon to Mr. Shannon. 
National Palace, Mexico, Nov. 6. 1844. 
The undersigned, minister of foreign relations and 
government, has received the note from the hon. 


Wilson Shannon, envoy extraordinary and minister | 
. ; i ofa Bek ri ° y ‘ . F . i a ‘ . « J ‘ 7. = 
friendly Power, to which end it has been laboring for | pjenipotentiary of the United States of America, | 


the last twenty years, reserving to itself the faculty gated the 4th instant, relative to the reply giver to 
to do so, unless the object could in the mean time be him by the undersigned on the 31st October last, 
attained by friendly negotiations, and the right of repelling the protest which the hon. Mr. Shannon | 
this Republic to the said territories, the ownership | made against the invasion of Texas by the Mexican. 
and sovereignty of which have been solemnly recog. ‘government, and the manner in which it was pro- | 
nised by the Governmentof the United States being posed to be carried on. 


unquestionable, the Mexican Government neither)” Ags the conduct observed by the government and_| 
can nor should cease itsexertions to bring those ter- | southern people of the United States, in the question | 
ritories back under its dominion. 'respecting the said province. belonging to this re- 

The undersigned therefore has orders to repel! public, has been very irregular, the undersigned is_ 
(recharar) the protest now addressed to his govern—) not surprised that, after the question had been placed | 
ment, and to declare to Mr. Shannon that the presi— in its true point of view, and freed from the intrica—| 
dentof the United States is much mistaken if he | cies in which it had beep mtentionally involved, the | 
supposes Mexico capable of yielding to the menace’ American minister should have been unwilling to! 
which he, exceeding the powers given to him by the enter upon it, and should give as pretext for not| 
fundamental! law of his nation, has directed against! doing so that he was not allowed to continue com- 
it. The government of the undersigned dves not | munications with this government, except in terms 
desire, nor has it ever desired, to interrupt the rela- | respectful to himself, and to the government and 
tions of friendship which it wishes in good faith to! nation represented by him. In fact, to what else can 
cultivate with that republic, notwithstanding the | be attributed this exclusive desire on the part of the 
latter has so seriously failed in its duty on the point} hon. Mr. Shannon to claim for himsedf, his nation, 
in question, so faras to declare plainly that ithas|and his government, leaving aside the question at 
been for twenty years deceiving Mexico by protesta- | issue, that respect denied by him to the Mexican 
tions of honor, whilst it has been during all that | republic and its government, to which he has so 
time desiring to seize gradually or by force one of {often applied the term barbarous in his note of 
her most extensive and fertile departments. Mexico! the 14th of October? Is the government of the U. 
therefore at present desists from saying more, but she | States superior in dignity, or has ils legation any 
docs not desist, nor will she ever desist, from endea- right to be thus far wanting in respect for a govern- 
voring to bring back into the national union a terri-!ment to which it has refused the attentions due by 





ministration will accept the hard conditions which 
are forced upon it, and will repel the unjust aggres- 
sion committed against it, leaving the government of 
president Tyler responsible in every way for all the 
evils which may ensue from the change of relations. 

The undersigned repeats to the hon. Wilson Shan- 
non the assurances of his distingushed consideration. 

MANUEL CRESENCIO REJON. 


Hon. Wilson Shannon, envoy extraordinary, Sc. 


No. 4.—MR. SHANNON TO MR. REJON. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Mexico, November 8, 1844. 
The note of his excellency M. C. Rejon, minister 
of foreign relations to the republic of Mexico, of the 
6th instant, is of such a character as to leave the 
undersigned no alternative but to announce to the 
supreme government of Mexico, that it, together 
with the note of his excellency of the 31st ultimo, 


| will be immediately referred to his government for 


their further instructions, and that unless they are 
withdrawn, ali further official intercourse between 
the undersigned and the government of Mexico will 
be suspended until those instructions are received. 


The undersigned has too much self-respect, and 
knows too well what is due to his government, 10 
make any reply to the charg s made in his excel- 
lency’s note of the 3lst ultimo, and reiterated in 4 
manner so offensive in his note of the 6th instant, lor 
the purpose of vindicating the honor or character o! 
the people or government of the United States. Da- 
ring the sixty nine years that that government has 
been in successful operation, it has discharged ''5 
international duties and performed its obligatiens, 
both to its own citizens and to other nations, with 4 
fidelity, honor, and integrity that command the re 
spect of all the governments of the civilized world. 
jis measures and policy in its intercourse with all 
nations has been open, frank, and undisguised, “de 
manding nothing bul whatis right, and «ubmitting 
to nothing that is wrung.” It stands self vindicated 
in the purity, integrity, and fidelity which have ehe 


racterized ils BrilllantunaliGias Caieer, anu cuulmald 





tory which by every titie is ber own; and ij, on her courtesy (o mere individuals. 
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the comtidence and respect of the civilized world. 
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s if the government of Mexico constitutes an excep-| ministration for the last twenty years” is no argu- | authori ? } 
re tion to this truth, the government of the United{ ment to prove that the sandiinsiaee of the United that IR Sidaeiiel oe theaeeieee 
on for Srates, to whom the undersigned will refer the notes| States has treated Mexico with ‘‘falsehood,” or at | tion and act of independ : 7 f tit under the 
if the of his excellency Mr. Rejon, knowing what is due| tempted to acquire Texas by artifice or impro er | standard oT iG fh th natt of ag ws 
oe fo to its character, can and will correct the erroneous | means; and he is therefore compelled to believe that almost all lives: if fi atta pager gers ng ial. 
er, did opinion, which is the misfortune of Mexico, by means | the use which has been made of that fact, as stated | of nity rity, anal’ th ; abet raat facie sit sir 
ons hy more efficient than any written refutation by the} in his note of the 14th, is a misrepresentation in-| war wei of “Aish Ib reltizens oF jet Ereee Staves, 
of the undersigned of the calumnies made and reiterated in| tended to create a false impression on the minds of | to ; ey “the decl : ton’ ot eiteanmmamade vl 
Voring the notes of Mr. Rejon would be. the people of Mexico, and to create a prejudice Tran Han the déni iP fee tes ‘BaRebetion We the .. 
But, inasmuch as the undersigned is forced to be- | against the government and southern people of the States to be the work tl Ws vevianduk eres 
eturn- lieve that the misrepresentations of his note of the United States; and he regrets to believe that his ex-| ter and its citizens inter ted 10 niall vedi 
ne un- 14th ultimo, and the reiteration of the unfounded | cellency finds in the present condition of the govern- | tion that for twenty ye tis th Nave 6 sidered. in 
‘0 pre- charzes and unjust imputations against the govern-| ment or people of Mexico any thing to justify a pro- } dispensable t th satehy t% far a tae rae 
ot it ment and mide orth people of the United States, con- | ceeding so flagrant and unjust. , lio.” Became ae peain ea Ra th i 
ipt has tained in the notes of his excellency, are intendedto; The belief that the mi tati | itizens i 
ore the mislead the public opinion of the people of Mexico, of the ma limita! ON apy ed the e ieta Texas, sie hak devia reused ent 
coe and to age an unjust a, . rit “pet charges and imputations founded thereupon were: became cltizebs of Texas Thay Wot Me rtete to Arne 
18 been : against the government and people of the nited| made for the purpose of creating an unjust preju- | part i public di ffecting their ri 
) prove é States; and, inasmuch as his excellency, in -his|dice in the minds of th 2 eee eee ni pad thes ther oka aa Oe Giuigeats 
‘ek : note of the 6th instant, endeavors to ale the | the government and peenlekthe Knkal Sate e had the rant tet fish tein 5 Ne Ai, Maik pro. 
s. No 2 people of Mexico believe that fhe reason why | further confirmed by the manner in which his excel- visi “t at h a aatitalie of | tes aasint at this 
P ie ‘ the undersigned did ae reply to these unfound.- | lency has referred to President Jackson, and the fact Talent have heorahusiagy ant gs: Af RSA FaPalan 
s the : ed charges and imputations is not the reason alleged that his excellency bas made a false quotation no ¢ nd whater 1 , i i 
her an i by the undersigned in his note of the 4th instant, but| what is equivalent thereto, a palpabl Wate td Falk Soe gle! bombadil i got fp reek 
ition of 3 because they are true and cannot be denied he un-| tatio is 4 Ge ete the denned 1 hg? Mead enon panes Chere Serta 
jes and dersigned therefore avails himself of this hi of wink, Jey 0a” gna aaa INS: SOAORE | ne hi opr ai cle pea Knows, OF. Ought to 
years, correct his excellency’s misrepresentations of his} His excellency~asks if President Jackson, ‘‘ii fapiyt hi 0 oe ip iia hilvd ha tanateadiee 
yi of note of the 14th ultimo, and also to repel the charges | message which he addressed to the chamber of a st iheaited edie’ tat GF the hie or wee and 
it has, and imputations contained in the notes of the 31st! presentatives in December, 1336, and this wi it f istory of bis’ | sae i 
able to ultimo, and the 6th instant; not for the purpose of | was proposed to recognise the de ond ce of Te . Pe Nate, “alld dian eunte Soy wer watin 
all the 3 yindicating the honor or character of his own aig ot id not confess that ae poe enna ff YES | Meson herccit veceloed thom na UF sd aceee ane 
erica eS . a . , at suc ‘ould ‘be re- | Mexico herself received from the United States, and 
‘ vernment, but mer the people of Mexico may be} garded asa grievous injustice to Mexico, and that which contributed so much to achieve her indepen- 
, disabused, and the consequences of the discourteous the United States would be subject to the blackest | der T is , 
dint by and unjust conduct of his excellency Mr. Rejon in| censure for it, inasmuch as the Texians had Lie vat: | the und A an sts OF ae cache. WenunibeNek feo’ 
senate, the premises may rest with the government and|ed from thence and sought this recognition with tt | le nt Mestcs i 2 Wipe ioe gf S bison ti ae 
», such people of Mexico, who are responsible therefor, and | manifest intention of obtaining there lucorps ti a My "Reio apie ye xi tbg M pita nf sdaeee 
oofs of that they may be without apology if they adopt and | with the United States.” coe ages | sriaven, ah acta La 2 Mac Nn ayo 4 
justify the same. ‘ The undersigned has examined the official docu-} as , : ae rr 
so far The undersigned is further induced to do this be-| ments, and can find no message of President Jackson } sree tbat cnranch of Pils propasen Mss Gapumes Tas 
ssed to cause the publication of his excellency’s notes of | containing the language imputed to him. Why does | macmnen: (hase .wig AES a Orine.lareeta Wie tee b- 
last, is © 3ist ultimo and the 6th instant, and the comments of | his excellency impute to President Jackson language | rabies: of Ingepencentes HIRING Roeaweres. ip the 
on its eS ithe official newspaper thereon, leave no room to | which he did not utter? The answer is found - a battle of San Jacinto, were, natives of the United 
> terms © doubt as to the purpose for which they were written ‘character given to President Jackson, and “the use | States, ; therefore the. declaration. ok meaerenrcus® 
no oc- ¥ and published. made by Mr. Rejon of the false quotation. The | ans tin Sompand lor annexation, was the work of the 
pletely & The undersigned, in his note of the 14th ultimo, purpose was to charge the United States oats 4 | Zovernment of the United States, it is enough to re- 
ee to 4 said that the acquisition of Texas had been a policy |deavoring “to give a lot 08g -r i f | ply that, although they were natives of the United 
plicity s long cherished, and deemed indispensable to the safe-| turn which would take from it i ren laps a antag | States, they had been invited to Texas, as is admited 
years; z ty and welfare of the United States, and had accord. | efaced usurpation,” and to introduce Prociiont Jack - | by My. mbejon Binsees Brat, ba. the poreepment of 
tion of A ingly been an object steadily pursued by al! parties, | son as a witness to prove the charge ‘in its most | Spain, next by Mexico, and then by the state of 
© and “made the subject of the negotiation by almost! odious aspect. To give greater sh tase tim: thse, tata | Coahuila and Texas, competently authorized to do 
vapitu- ‘ every administration for the last twenty years.” His| guage imputed to President Jackson, his auiakttals. So; that Mr. Rejon knows, or ought to know, that 
ay al excellency Mr. Rejon seized upon this declaration, | Cy says that he was “one of the warmest partisans the government of the United States contributed in 
ase her © and says that it has ‘just revealed the falsehood with | of annexation, against whom grave charges have lari. whaieoekes, 10, IAGvet cy aan gary “a 
ledigan . which Mexico has been so long treated;”? and this | been made of having sent Gen. Houston to Tésas io | Spain, or of Mexico, or of Coahuila and Texas to 
vurs to : charge, which the records of his own government. realize his designs;” at the same time saying he was ker pea go ary Wak M RY ce ulates be 
actual] fully disprove, is repeated in all the phases which | ‘forced by a regard to truth and ‘entice igeontnn” | declaration of independence and the application by 
on oad- : the most unfair and uncandid sophistry can give to: that “to recognise the independence of Texas would ios people of Téaes to De Sneemi den aye. 
which : it. Did not his excellency know that almost every. be regarded asa grievous injustice to Mexico,and that | States was the consequence of measures adopted by 
oer administration of the American government for the | the United States would be subject to the id ad the government of Mexico, over which the govern- 
nent of last twenty years had endeavured to acquire the | censure for it.” ment of the United States exercised no control, and 
all the claim of Mexico to the territory of Texas? Does he| : : Pe ake Gie evtelleliey oii 
ations. not know that Messrs. Adams and Clay, of whom his! Does not his excellency Mr. Rejon, by misquoting As well might his excellency argue that the go- 
) Shan- excellency Mr. Rejon now makes such favorable | President Jackson, imputing to him that which he rernment of Spain instigated the revolution in Mex- 
‘ration. mention, made two attempts to negotiate with Mex.-! did re 53) by ed ! of giving greater effect to the | ico, becatise many sii apts eee sgt oe 
ote, ae for the acquisition of Texas—one in 1825 and the | charge which his excellency makes against the U.| volution were native Spaniards or their deseendants, 
yc. other in 1827? And does he not know also that the! tpi fursish the most conclusive proof that he | oF Ghat the povete meat at Maaey eect ee sre te 
negotiation was afterwards renewed by Gen. Jack-| imself believes the eharge as made by himself to sistance made in Zacatecas and other states of the 
sonand Mr. Van Buren, and that President Tyler 2 aap col Rabel ip fotinenecces Bees Sei elgy Planigg'S- Ak Pa 2 trp Recaro 
after Mexico had lost her right of sovereignty aud | if his excellency could have sustained the charge | Santa Anna, because those who took part pon 
ca, Texas had become, de jure As! wall ai de facto wnt made by him by a fair and trae quotation, he would | sistance were native Mexicans, as to allege that the 
844. independent and sovereign power, sought by tive pia, have adopted one so unfair and incorrect? To be. | government of the United States instigated the inde- 
mister tion ba anauica the sams territory? 5 8 | Scaaes Beri a to suppase that his excellency pendence of Texas because those who made the de- 
) rhe undersigned repeats: Does 5 SEES _ | prefers tosustain re charge Ww hich he feels called | claration were natives of the United States. 
ive the Mr. Rejon kaown : peats: Does not his excetiency | upon to make against the United States by falsehood The undersigned repeats that to make such a 
‘id ithe 8 ee all these facts? and asks, how can| rather than by truth—an imputation which the un- | charge argues an utter ignorance of the history of 
ogether dersivend ro wine 3 lene the reference by the un-| dersigned carnot make—and he therefore assumes Mexico, or a deliberate purpose of makinga false 
Tino, aint ae + wa known to ali the worid, and | that his excellency Mr. Rejon attributed language to | charge against the government of the United States 
‘sat for Rejon + Ser st exican gorernment, and to Mr. President Jackson which he knew President Jackson The emigration from the United States to Texas, 4 
ey are which Mexico has n¢ a revealed the falsehood with | did not utter, because, under the peculiar circum- | under the authority of Spain, which was afterwards ; 
etween Pace nas ok een 6 ted treated. ’ stances in which he is placed, he believes that it is | ratified by Mexico herself’, commenced in 1821. The i 
co will sant 8 been no lime, during the whole period | for the ‘‘interests” of the government of Mexico to | resistance to the acts of the Mexican g t e 
ved. oned, that the government of Mexico did not; make the unjust charges against the gov ' cafiaik ats eh tpl Ls 
pe ee ti sae ecaeaat ct tha Cater j ge: against the government and which led to their declaration of independence, may + 
a8 god at aud tease taicina hat nets ot nited States southern people of the United States which are made | be said to have commenced in 1832, with the affiirs 4 
nerit, 10 its desire to acquire Texas "This nie oul I je in the notes of his excellency, and because he knows | of Anahuac, Velasco, and Nacogdoches; But tt’ was ? 
excel- Relonckndete ic ba true: Cs iis excellency Mr. that the truth will not sustain the charges which it|a resistance to the usurpation of Bustamente, and the ie 
J ina thal dee fete cr an 5 a ag pe Monee the charge | is the purpose of his excellency’s note to make. The | undersigned does not believe that, much as his ex- bE 
ait, for Heeeae eat th signed of the 14th instant| undersigned is the more inclined to this belief be- | cellency Mr. Rejon is now interested in estiblishing fi 
ter of 3 Just revealed” it, and would persuade the Mexi-| cause it i t that t} is : | : i pabeert) in 
acter 0 can people that the government and : se it is apparen hat the purpose is to persuade | the unfounced charge, he will venture to assert, in . 
ag Disked Biataa hve, °e ment an people of the} the Mexican people of the truth of the charges, to | the face of the civilized world, that the government 
ent bas secret pur See ad ss ih ‘years entertained a/ establish which this quotation was made, and be-| of the United States had any agency whatever in 
seo it the ok 2h 6 BS Flpgeyt at dante means for | cause few of the Mexican people, on the minds of | those proceedings; for the inhabitants of Texas who 
gations, hones coli cane cea: a to ave belonzs the} whom it was the purpose of his excellency’s note to took part in them declared for General Santa Anna 
with @ aad vical it of having discovered the proof | impress these charges, can, by comparing the quota- whose avowed »08¢ Was 5 : 
vindicated the rights of Mexico; and when told | ti rit] ie eal? Mich laaiid 5 ore ey PehetgePahemeah god te aig Se ot teenie nae mana 
the re that such a chares is bojost an my baan-ant Oo ion with the message of President Jackson, detect | tion of 1824; and General Mejia, who was sent by 
world. sentation of what the undersigned h d said misrepre- | the imposition thus practised upon them. General Santa Anna to Texas for the purpose of re- 
vith all charge is again repeated th- tea rn Said, the same His excellency Mr. Rejon admits that “the first | storing order, finding the ‘constitution of 1824” tri. 
d, ‘de: in terms even more offensive. Bossi ae ao gk Meaney established themselves in that territory | umphant, and the whole people rejoicing in the 
mitting not believe: that his éceelleccy “dosh signed can-| by grants from the Spanish government, confirmed | downfall of Bustamente and the elevation of Gen. 
dicated the fact that the acquisition: of Texas sty Potecd after the independence of Mexico by the authority of | Santa Anna, then the professed advocate of that con- 
ye eha- made the subject of negotiation by al as has been this republic, and afterwards by similar grants made | stitution, and confided in asa friend of liberty, pro. 
od gotiation by almost every ad-'by the state of Coahuila and Texas, competently | fessed himself most agreeably surprised, and award- 
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ed his cordial approbation to all that had been done. 

That there may not be further cavil on this point, 
and to prove that the government of Mexico, and not 
the government of the United States, is responsible 
for the proceedings in Texas which resulted in the 
declaration of independence and the subsequent ap- 
plication to be annexed to the United States, the un- 
dersigned refers to the well-known facts of Mexican 
history; and to show the state of things on which the 
government of the United States recognised the in- 
dependence of Texas, the undersigned refers his ex- 
cellency Mr. Rejon to the report made by a special 
agent sent by President Jackson to ascertain and 
report upon the condition and facts in relation to the 
independence of Texas. The following are extracts 
from that report: 

‘The present political condition of Texas has been 
reduced by a series of alleged aggressions upon the 
aws of colonization; a refusal upon the part of Mex- 

ico to protect the colonial settlements from the de- 
predations of the Indian tribes; by laws excluding 
citizens of the United States of the north from ad- 
mission into the country; by a refusal to incorporate 
this province into the federal system, as provided by 
the constitution; and, finally, by the establishment of 
a central or consolidated government, and the de- 
struction of the constitution itself. Such are the 
reasons assigned by the old inhabitants, with whom 
I have conversed, for the separation of this state 
from Mexico. 

‘The history of the events leading to the revolu- 
tion, as I find it in the public documents. is this: In 
1824 a convention was held by representatives from 
all the provinces, anda federal system and constitu- 
tion adopted, by which all Mexico became a repub.- 
lic. Texas at that time did not contain the required 
population to become a state, but was provisionally 
united with the neighboring province of Coahuila, to 
form the state of Coahuila and Texas, until the Jat- 
ter should possess the necessary elements to form a 
separate state for herself. ‘This law was understood 
and intended to guaranty to the latter a specific poli. 
tical existence as soon as she should be in a condi- 
tion to exercise it. 

“In 1833, the inhabitants having ascertained that 
their numbers were equal to most, and exceeded se- 
veral of the old states, and that the resources of the 
country were such as to constitute the required ele- 
ments for a state, held aconvention and formed 
a constitution upon the principles of that of the 
Mexican republic. This was presented to the gene- 
ral congress, with a petition to he admitted into the 
Union. ‘fhe application was rejected and the dele- 
gate imprisoned. 


‘‘In 1834, the constitutional congress was dissolved 
by a military order of the president, Santa Anna, be- 
fore the expiration of its appointed term, and in the 
following year a new congress was assembled by 
virtue of another military order, which is said to 
have been ‘arigtocratical, ecclesiastical, and central 
in its politics.’ Numerous applications were made 
by meetings of the citizens and by some of the state 
legislatures to restore the constitution and federal 
government, and protests were presented against the 
subversion of the laws; but they were disregarded, 
and in many instances the authors were persecuted 
and imprisoned. 

‘The central government deposed the constitu- 
tional vice president without trial, elected another 
in his place, united the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives in one chamber, and, thus constituted, de- 
clared itself invested with all the powers of a legi- 
timate convention. Under this assumption it abo- 
lished the federal constitution and established a con- 
solidated government. 

‘In September, 1835, General Cos invaded the 
province of Texas by land, with orders to disarm the 


citizens, and to require an unconditional submission | 


tu the central government, under penalty of expul- 
sion from the country. Atthe same time all the 
ports were declared to be in a state of blockade, and 
a military force having been sent to Gonzales to re- 
quire froin the citizens a surrender of their arms, a 
battle ensued, which terminated in the retreat of the 
Mexicans. 

“The Texians assert that this resistance was not 
because they even then wished to separate from the 
confederacy; but, on the contrary, because they were 
desirous to bring back the government to the terms 
of the constitution of 1824. 

“They therefore held a convention at San Philippe, 
in November, 1835, composed fifty-six representa 
tives from all the municipalities, in which they de- 
clared that, as Santa Anna and other military chief- 
tains had, by force of arms, overthrown the federal 


“This was considered as an absolute separation 
from Mexico, and on the 3d of March, 1836, dele- 
gates of the people from all the districts declared 
Texas a ‘free, sovereign, and independent state.’” 

In communicating this report to congress. Presi- 
dent Jackson, referring to the recognition of the 
independence and the application of Texas to be 
annexed to the United States, advised that the go- 
vernment of the United States should maintain its 
then “present attitude, if not until Mexico herself 
or one of the great foreign powers should recognise 
the independence of the new government, at least 
until the lapse of time or the course of events should 
have proved beyond cavil or dispute the ability of 
the people of that country to maintam their separate 
sovereignty, or to uphold the goverr ment constituted 
by them.” 

Such was the language of President Jackson. The 
contingencies contemplated by him have been ac- 
complished. The independence of Texas has been 
acknowledged by more than one of the great foreign 
powers, and eight years have elapsed, and Texas 
during all thattime has proved ‘beyond cavil or dis- 
pute her ability to maintain her separate sovereign- 
ty.” During the greater part of that time her pro- 
position for annexation was pending before the go- 
vernment of the United States, and yet such was the 
respect for the government of Mexico, and such the 
desire to preserve its friendship and good will, that 
although no one could believe that the government 
of Mexico could reconquer Texas, and although the 
acquisition of Texas has been “the subject of nego- 





tiation by almost every administration for the last 
twenty years,” the government of. the United States 
| has forborne to agree to the proposition for annexa- 
bien: until,im the progress of events, new circum- 
stances connected with negotiations between the yo- 
vernments of England and Mexico forbade any 
further delay. 

For further proof that the declaration of the in- 
dependence of Texas was the work of the govern- 
ment of Mexico and not of the government of the 
United States, the undersigned refers to the admis- 
sion made by Mr. Rejon himself, that the revolt, as 
| he terms it, in Texas, was occasioned by the refusal 
| of the Mexican government to approve of the con- 
| stitution adopted by the people of Texas for the 





hieg == 
the territory of Te#a$ nylon the ground thai «ij was 
embraced in the cession of Louisiana by Fraiice {¢ 
the United States in 1803. and was improperly Sur. 
rendered by the treaty of 1819. in reply to ai! titad 
his excellency has said on this stibjeet, its sufficient 
to say that the United States do not seek, and never 
have sought, the acquisition of Texas on an 
euch pretence, and that the undersigned made the 
remark which his excellency has quoted, and of 
which he has made a use so unfair and uncandid, jy 
connexion with the fact that ‘ta large portion of the 
territory lies in the Valley of the Mississippi, and is 
indispensable to the defence of a distant, weak, and 
important frontier,” as a reason why his government 
seeks to acquire Texas, not by seizing it under a 
pretence of right under the treaty of 1803, as his 
excellency would persuade the people of Mexico to 
believe, but by negotiation, first from Mexico and 
now from Texas. And the undersigned cannot for. 
bear to express his surprise and his regret that his 
excellency, by quoting a partand suppressing the 
materia! part of what the undersigned had said, and 
using the part thus unfairly quoted for the purpose 
of creating an unjust and unfounded prejudice in the 
minds of the Mexican people against the government 
and southern people of the United States, has given 
another proof, not to be misunderstood, of his desire 
to foment hostilities between the two countries; for 
his excellency must know that the remarks of the 
undersigned furmish no justification for the comment, 
made thereupon, and the purpose of suppressing the 
material part thereof is palpable; for, at the same 
time that his excellency labors to impress upon the 
people of Mexico a belief thatthe undersigned had 
admitted that the United States were about to seize 
upon the territory of Texas under the pretence ofa 
claim under the treaty of 1803, his excellency must 
have known that the remarks of the undersigned did 
not warrant the construction which his excellency en- 
deavored to give to them, and he also knew that the 
[United S:ates set up no such pretence of claim as it 
| was the purpose of his comment to charge upon 
them. 

His excellency Mr. Rejon also states that the peo- 
ple of Texas were bound to submit to the form of 
government adopted by the other states, and inas- 
much as they did not do so, he claims the right in 





| purpose of becoming one of the confederated Mexi- 
can states, and’ by the decree abolishing slavery and 
, the measures adopted by the Mexican government to 
compel them “to comply with laws which they de- 
| spised.”? 

His excellency admits that the government of 
Spain first invited citizens of the United States to 
Texas, and that the government of Mexico renewed 
that invitation by tendering large grants of land.— 

These invitations were accompanied by pledges of 
protection of persons and property, and the Mexican 
government should have foreseen that natives of the 
United S ates, well informed as to what their rights 


| were, and accust med toa government in which just 
‘Jaws and good faith prevail, would resist the attempt 
of the Mexican government to subvert the constitu- 
| tional government and laws, and it is therefore ma- 
| nifest from this statement of the case that their re- 
/moval to Texas and their declaration of indepen- 
dence was the work of the government of Mexico 
and not of the government of the United Siates, as 
is unjustly charged by his excellency. 

The undersigned refers to these facts as conclusive 
not only to disprove the calumnies against the go- 
vernment of the United States, which it is the pur- 
| pose of his excellency Mr. Rejon to impress upon 
| the people of Mexico, but also to show that in for- 
bearing to accept the annexation of Texas for so 

long a period, when tendered by those who alone 
‘had the right to doso, and who had achieved her 
independence of Mexico, and in renewing the assur- 
ance that ‘it is now adopted in no spirit of hostility 
(of Mexico, and that, if annexation 1s consummated, 
(the United States will be prepared to adjust all 
| questions growing out of it, including that of boun- 
i dary, on the most liberal terms,” his government has 
| given the strongest proofs of a desire to preserve the 
| relations of peace and good will with the government 
and people of Mexico; and the undersigned takes this 
‘occasion to say, that should those relations be dis- 
|turbed, or should the government of Mexico fail 
herealter to receive the compensation which the go- 
vernament of the United States, for the sake of pre- 
serving those relations, would willingly have given 
for a territory over which Mexico does not now, and 
cannot hereafter, exercise a jurisdiction, the Mexi- 
cai peopie must charge the loss which they will thus 











‘sustain to his excellency Mr. Rejon, and the govern- 


institutions of Mexico, and dissolved the social com-! ment by whose order his notes ot the 31st ultimo and 
pact which existed between Texas and the other | the 6th instant were written. 


me:bers of the confederacy, they had taken up arms | x: 
| purpose of which is tu induce a beiiel that the go- 
| vernment of the United States is about to seize upon 


against the encroachments of military despots, and 
in defence of the constitution. 


His exceilency makes an elaborate comment, the 





Mexico to treat them as rebels and to wage a war of 
extermination against them. The undersigned is by 
‘no means willing to concede the proposition of his 
‘excellency Mr. Rejon, and much less to agree to his 
‘conclusion. It must be recollected that the Spanish 
‘provinces embraced in Mexico declared and achiev- 
‘ed their independence of the Spanish crown, and in 
| 1824 established a confederation of states similar in 
all respects to the United States. Coahuila and 
Texas formed one of the confederated Mexican 
states, and was sovereign and iniependent, exceptso 
far as she had delegated to the general goverument 
‘a portion of her sovereign powers. She was entitled 
toand enjoyed her own local legislature, and was 
‘only bound to the general government according to 
the express terms of the constitution of 1824. When 
the army,*therefore, destroyed that constitution, the 
siate of Coahuila and Texas was remitted to its ori- 
ginal sovereignty, and the constitution of 1824, which 
bound the states together, being destroyed, and con- 
sequently Texas owing no allegiance to that which 
had no existence, was left free to choose and adopt 
her own form of government, as best suited to her 
‘interests. The other states had no right to force 
upon her a form of government of which she did not 
approve, and much less the army, without consulting 
the will of the people, the righttodoso. Itfollows, 
therefore, that as Texas never agreed to the present 
igovernment of Mexico, which was erected by the 
army on the ruins of the constitution of 1824, the 
present government of Mexico, in seeking to subju- 
gate Texas, is now and has been from the first the 
aggressor. 


His excellency complains that the undersigned has 
been wanting in courtesy, and to justily that com- 
plaint alleges that he applied the term. *‘parbarous 
to the government of Mexico. If his excellency 
will do the undersigned the justice to reperuse the 
note of the J4th ultimo, he will find that the term 
‘‘barbarous” was applied to the manner in which Y 
proposed to prosecute the war against Texas, a 
not to the government of Mexico. Of that war, 0 
the manner in which it is declared Mexico will cat- 
ry iton, and of the reasons assigned therefor, the 
undersigned forbears to speak, because he could not 
do justice to his own feelings and at the same time 
use terms sufficiently respectful to the government 
of Mexico. ; M 

The undersigned renews to his excellency ™T 
Rejon the assurance of his distinguished considera 
tion. WILSON SHANNON. 

To his excellency M. C. Reson, 

Minister of foreign relations, Se. 
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No, 5.—MR. SHANNON. TO MR. REJON. — 
Legation of the U_S of America, 
Mexico, November, 1, 1844. 
The undersigned, envoy, &. of the United States of 
erica, had the honor to address a note to his excel- 
oe M. C. Rejon, minister, &c., on the 7th day of 


evomber last, calling the attention of his excellency to 


m 
the amendmerits proposed by the senate of the United 


States to the convention of the 20th Noveinber, 1843, 
and requesting that plenipotentiaries be appointed on the 
rt of Mexico to treat with the undersigned on this 
per ers and that he might be informed at an early day 
of said appointment, ‘ : ‘ ; 

The undersigned was informed at the time, in reply, | 
that_plenipo'entianes would be appointed, and that he | 
would be advised at an early date of the same. He re- 
grets that although nearly two months have elapsed since 
he received th: se assurances, he is yet unadvised as to 
what steps, if any, have been taken by the gupreine go- 
yernment of Mexico in relation to this subjec%. 

The undersigned has therefore to ask his excellency 
Mr. Rejon when he may expect to be informed of the 
appo intment of plenipotentiaries on the part of Mexico 
to treat with tim on the subject above named, and he 
would respectfully request an early reply to this note. 

Tae undersigned avails himself of this occasion to 
WILSON SHANNON. 


new, &e. AD 
To | Minister §c. 


To his excellency M. C. Reyon, 


No. 6—mR. SHANNON TO MR. REJON. 


Legation of the United States of America, 
Merico, November 1, 1844. 

The undersigned, envoy, &c., has the honor herewith 
to transmit tu his excellency M. C Rejon, minister, &c., 
a copy of aletter which he has received from Thomas 
0. Larkin, United States consul at Monterey, Califor- 
nia, in relation to an order dated on the Ist January of 
this year, issued by the governor of that departinent, 
prohibiiing the sale of merchandise from on board of all 
vessels envaged in the whale fishery that may arrive at 
the ports of that department. ‘This letter suggests that 
an order from the supreme government of Mexico to the 
local authorities of that department, coimmanding per- 
mission to be given for the sale of govds to the amount 
of five hundred dollars for all whaling sips arriving on 
that coast, woulu greatly assist those vessels, aud also, 
in a much greater degree, be favorable to the inhabi- 
tants. 

The undersigned-wonld ask for thisletter the favorable 
consideration of his excellency Mr. Rejon, and hopes 
that it mav not be considered incompatible with the in- 
terest of Mexico to grant the order desired. 

The undersigned rene vs to his excellency Mr. Rejon 
assurance of his distinguished consideration. 

WILSON SHANNON, 

To his excellency M. C. Reson, Minister &c. 


_-: 


[A.] United States consulate, 
Monterey, California, August 1, 1844 

Sir: I have the honor to inturm you that an order has 
been issued by this departinental governor, bearing date 
Ist January of the present year, prohibiting the sale of 
merchandise from on board of all vessels engaged in the 
whale fishery that may arrive at the ports of this depart- 
Ment six monte after that date. 

I am perfectly aware that this edict does not infringe 

upon any treaty with foreign nations, butas the whaling 
business is now prosecuted with success by a large nam- 
ber of American vessels on the vorthwest coast of Ame- 
rea, itis of great benefi’ to those vessels to touch at the 
poris of San Francisco and Monterey for provisions and 
recruiting the health ot their mariners. 
_ The long-established custom of the Mexican authori- 
tes in California has permitied whaling vessels arriving 
at its poris to sell a smail quantity of merchandise for the 
Purpose above mentioned, for which privilege the mari- 
time duties have sumetimes been exacted, aid at others 
no charge has been made more than ten dollars for an- 
chorage fees 


Whaling ships cruising upon the nort)west coast of 
merica will hardly receive intelligence of a change in 
the maritime regulations of California in such a limited 
lime as that named in the aforesaid decree, and accord- 
Ing to their custom will steer for this const, after a long 
Cruise, in the expectation of obtaining their supplies of 
refreshments for the restoration of the health of their 
Mariners, but on their arrival frere they will fiad them- 
selves obliged tu procure money ata great discount on 
heir owners, or perhaps not be able w procure it at all, 
and wil be debarred the meais of refreshing their crews, 
Which always have at least cue half ill of the scurvy. 
haling ships have long been accustomed tv receive 
on board, on their departure from the United States, a 
small quantity of merchandise for purchasing their sup- 
Piles of refreshments in fureign parts, and, by a tacit 
Consent on the part of ihe authoritiesin California, have 
ten permitted to dispose of that merchandise. 

+ Would respectfully suggest to you that if it were pos- 
sible to obiain an order from the general government to 
the local authority of this depar!ment, commanding per- 
Mission to be given for the sale of goods to the amount 
of five hundred dollars by all whaling ships arriving at 
this coast, it wonid greatly assist these vessels, as also in 
@ much greater degree be favorable to the inhabitants. 

have the honor to be, sir, your most ob’t , serv’t., 
THOMAS O. LARKIN, 
United Statcs consul. 
To his excellency THE MINISTER 
Of the United States of America at Mexico. 


No. 7.—MR. SHANNON TO MR. REJON. direet cenveyance 1 could find, and had the pleasure af 
Legation of the U. S. of America, terwards of writing tO vou Sv soon as | learned, frum ree 
Mexico, November 1, 1844. port only, that some person was acting as our minister 
_ The undersigned, envoy, &c., «ould iake this occa- | at Mexico. fe ’ 
sion to state to his excellency M.C. Rejon, minister, I have the felicity positively to state that Mr. Patterson 
&c. &c., tffat he received a few days since a letter froin | Was not sent to New Orleans to enti e Sentmanat to be 
Charles C. Watterman, master of the ship Braganza, | shot, bat Mr. Patterson was sent by me to New Orleans, 
of the United States, dated October the 19th, of this | and on my business. 
year, at Acapulco, stating that afier having been at sea| He had never seen or known Sentmanat previous to 
sume seven months, "e came to anchor in that port in | the date of embarkation at a distance below New Orle- 
order to make the necessary repairs and-recruit the ship’s | @us. 
company, expecting to remain for that purpose about} Agreeably to the declarations of the prisoners taken 
ecting ok: , 
three days before the time he had appointed for his stay | 4reatest courtesy and kindness subsisted between Sent~ 
had expired, and without alleging any violation of the | Manat and Mr. Patierson, a cabin passenger during the 
laws of the country, the governor of the place issued his | Voyaze. , ; 
orders to Mr. Véatterman to leave the port in twelve | No man could do more in favor of the prisoners than 
trouble it gave the custuin house officers to look after the |_ven you yoursclf, had you been placed in the same pos 
crew of the Braganza to prevent smuggling, when in | “ition, could do more for our American sailors, in declar- 
fact there was nothing on board said vessel to sell. ‘The | ing them. anu other American passengers that were in 
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undersigned has no doubt that this act of the governor 
of Acupuleo is without the authority or sanction of the 
supreme government of Mexico, and he therefore deems 
it his duty to lay the facts before his excelleucy Mr. Re- 
jon, so that such steps may be taken to prevent similar 
occurrences hereafter, as in the judgment of his excel- 
lency may be deemed advisable. The undersigned 
avails himself of this occasion, &c. 


WILSON SHANNON. 
To his excellency M. C. Reson, 
Minister of foreign relations and government, Fc. 


—— 


No. 8.—MR. SHANNON TO MR. REJON. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Mexico, November 5, 1844. 
The undersigned, envoy, &c., lias the honor again to 
cali the attention of his excelilency M. C. Rejon to the 
case of the crew of the William A. Turner. On the 
25th September last, the undersigned requested to be in- 
formed whether those unfortunate men were stillin pri- 
son in Tabasco as he was led to believe by official 
communications from the consul! of the United States in 
that department, or whether they had been set at liberty, 


as stated in a letter of Gen. Ampudia to the minister of 


war, adopted and officially published by the Mexican 
government. Besides this written request siinply to be 
informed of the fate of his countrymen, for whom he had 
good reason to fear the worst, repeated verbal inquiries 
on the subject have been made by this legation, both be- 
fore and since the date of that note. Weeks and tmonths 
have, however, elapsed, and his excellency the minister 
uf foreign relations has not yet thought proper to coin- 
ply with this simpie request, or even to acknowledge the 
receipt of the note of the undersigned. Upon this the 
undersigned for the present forbears to remark; but he 
must be permitted to say thatthe apparent unwillingness 

















the schooner, innocent; aud, so far fram wishing-to crim- 
inate our government, as stated in your letters, only take 
the trouble to look over the declarations taken from Mr. 
Patterson and the prisoners. You will find therein facts 
stated that will prove they had the welfare of our eoun- 
try and humanity at heart. 

It is neediess to. enter any further into a discussion an 
the merits of Mr. Patterson. He stands so high in the 
estimation of the respectable portion of the communtiy 
that his calumniators cannot touch him with a ten-fvot 
pole. 


I shall refer you altogether to the sundry depositions 
wrenched from him and the prisoners by the Mexicans, 
I may say inquisition. 

Expecting the favor of your reply, and that you will 
mention who is the author of the slander, | reinain, your 
very obedient servant, BE. PORTER, 

Uniled Siates Consul. 
Ben E. Green, esq. 
Legate from the U. States of America at Mexico. 
MR. SHANNON TO MR. CALHOUN. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Mexico, November 12, 1544. 

Sir: The importance of my present despatch, (No. 4,) 
together with the uncertainty of i's reaching Washing- 
ton city in a convenient time by the mail, has determine 
ed me to forward it by Benjamin E. Green, esq., whom 
I have appointed beurer of despatches. 

I have been induced to take this course, als, because 
it would seem, from the last advices from Washington 
city, that some of the despaiclies of Mr. Green, as charge 
Waffaires, had not reached that place although forward- 
ed lung since. 

Gen. Green goes in the Woodbury to Galveston. by 
whom [ have forwarded to our charge c’affaires at Texas 
copies of the correspondence that has taker place be- 


, , . nie or sj +17 t ns ¢ . . . : . 
of his excellency the minister of foreign relations to an- |) ta5 this lecation and the Mexican government in res 
swer this simple question is to him unaccountable. if) lation to Teves me 
these men have been set at liberty, as Gen. Ampudia |” chet th ; mm 

. : e 3 ‘ } tyt "AS TIS! vi A > xX as 
ndunee that ovate. ta. lmve been.lang ence, the.under- |, I thought it was advisable that our charge at Texas 
sizned can conceive of no reason why his excellency should be informed of what had been dove were in rela- 
AP : a ree epee a2, | tion to this subject. 
Mr. Rejon sho hesitate to say so; and if they are eck 

1 tej d hould brea aie Fey t ‘aaly de y 1 of Owing to the importance of the events transpiring 
still confined in a miserable prison, not only deprived Of) y,.0. P"have detained Ge | Gr 6 to this tim 
their liberty, but exposed to contagion and consequent |. 7’ pallette eri eae tet Be My Be cca pe 
dbuth, as the undersigned hes been slficielly iafvrmed fand am greatly indebted to him tor his aid and advice. 
» as 3 rs as 4 Hnciall | 2d, 


he has a right toenquire of their situation, and to ex- Yours, with great re Peet IESO VY SHANNON 
pect au answer to his inquiries. To the Hon. J. C. Catnocw: Paine Cis te ahaa 
The undersigned is therefore under the necessity of | Secretary of state, Washington. 
again asking whether these men are still in prison; and, | 
in so doing, he avatis himself of the occasion to renew 
to his excellencv M.C. Rejon the assurance of lis dis- 


tinguished consideration. 
WILSON SHANNON. 
To his excellency M.C. Reson, 
Minister of foreign relations and government, §c. 


[ Translated] 


MR. GREEN TO MR. CALHOUN. 
Washington, December 17, 1944. 

Sir: In reply to your tiquiry I am sorry to inform you 
that none of the three last instalments had been paid at 
the time I left the city of Mexico. It is trne that the 
Mexican minister of foreign relations, by note of the 2d 
September, informed Mr. Shannon that the two which 
bad falien due on the 30.h April and 39:h July had been 
No. 9.—MR. REJON TO MR. SHANNON. satisfied. This note, a copy of which was at the time 

Yational Palace, Mexico, November 11, 1844. | forwarded to the department, was sent to Mr. Shannon 

The undersigned, minister ot foreign relations, has re- | early on the morning after he presented Ins credentials, 
ceived the note addressed to him on the 5th instan', by |} and was written, as I have reason to believe, in conse- 


the envoy extraordinary of the United States of Amer- 
ca, by which he asks, with reference to his note of the 
23th of September last, what is the situation of his coun- 
irymen taken in the William Toruer? 

The honorable Mr. Shannon is now informed that as 
the matter in question belongs exclusively to the war de- 
partment, the undersigned must apply to that branch for 
the information, asin fact he has done in the first op- 
purtunity. He will this dey remind the department of 
war to afford bim the information which the American 
legation desires to have; and so s90n as he receives it, 
he will have the honor to transmit it to the honorable Mr. 
Shannon, to whom he in the mean time presente the as- 
surances of the most distinguished consideration. 

M. C. REJON. 

Hon. Witson Suannovy, 

Envoy extraordinary, &¢. 
[Bj]—mR. PORTER TO MR. GREEN. 
Consulate of the United States of Americ, 
at Gaudaloupe de Fontera, 
Department of Tubasco, Sept. 6, 1844. 

Srr: I have this day received both of your favors by 
the same conveyance, dated the 27th July and the 17th 
of August ulumo. Allow me to state in reply, that I had 
written an account of the unforitunaie Sentmanat occur 





rence to my government at Washington by the earlies: 





quence of an impression that the Mexican government, 
by having failed to pay te instalments of the 30th April, 


|had forfeited its right under the convention of 1843 to 


|pay by instalments, and that Mr. Shannon was going 


out with instructions to demand payment of the whole 
indemnity under the convention of 1839. 

The fact is, that various orders on the treasury were 
ziven to the agent appointed to receive the instalments; 
but he could obtain no payment on these orders up to 
the day when Mr. Tricueros left the treasury depart- 
ment, and the first act of his successor was to suspend 
the payment of all orders. 

While upon this subject, [ beg leave to state that our 
claims were used by the Mexican government as a pre- 
text for levying a forced loan, More than sufficient to 
pay all our claims was raised in this way; but a very 
small part of it has been paid to our citizens, and the rest 
has been applied to other purposes. At the same time 
it was declared in the official newspaper that our claims 
were unjust and that the Mexican government owed our 
citizens nothing; but the forced loan was justified before 
the Mexican people on the ground that the previous ad- 
minisiration of Bustamente had pledged the national 
faith to pay those claims, aid that, although they were 
an unjust robbery on our part, it was necessary that the 
nativnal faith pledged by Bustamente should be main- 
tained. 
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I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BEN. E. GREEN. 
Hon. Joun C. Carnovn, secretary of state. 


{ Translation.} 
MR. REJON TO MR. SHANNON. 
Vational Palace, Mexico, September 2, 1844. 
The undersigned, minister of foreign relations, has the 
honor to acquaint his excellency the envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America, that bis excellency the minister of finance has 
informed nim, under date of the 27tn of August last, that 
the instalments dune on the 30th of April in this year, and 
that due on the 30th of July Jast. pursuant to the conven- 
tion of the 30th of January, 1843, have been paid to the 
agent appointed by the government of those states, and 
that this notification had been delayed in consequence 
of the vast business of that department. 
The undersigned, &c. M. C. REJON. 
Hon. Witson Suannon, envoy extraordinary, §c. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 
TREASURY. 


‘To the honorable the members of the senate and the 
house of representatives of the United States of, 
America in congress assembled. | 
By “an act to establish the treasury department,” 

approved September 2, 1789, it is the duty of the’ 

secretary of the treasury “to digest and prepare. 
plans for the improvement and management of the, 
revenue, and for the support of the -public credit, to, 
prepare and report estimates of the public revenue 
and the public expenditures.” 

By ‘‘an act supplementary to the act entitled ‘fan’ 
act to establish the treasury department,’ ” approved | 

March 10, 1800, it is ‘the duty of the secretary of. 

the treasury to digest, prepare, and lay before con-| 

gress, at the commencement of every session, a re-_ 
port on the subject of finance, containing estimates 

«: the public revenue and public expenditures, and | 

plans for improving or increasing the revenues, from. 

time to time, for the purpose of giving information | 








ee 
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to congress in adopting modes of raising money re- | But the just and pacific policy manifested by the U. | July, 1844, the sum, for principal and interest, of 
States in their intercourse with foreign nations has | three hundred and twenty-two thousand five fui. 


quisite to meet the public expenditures.” 
By other acts, certain other duties are required of 
the secretary of the treasury. 


In obedience to those several acts, the secretary 
of the treasury submits most respectfully to the con- 
gress, the following report and estimates: 

The support of the public credit is of the first im- 
portance to the national honor, national safety, na- 
tional prosperity, and the welfare of the citizens in- 
dividually and collectively. 

Public credit is a faculty to borrow at pleasure 
large sums on moderate terms, the art of distribut- 
ing over a succession of years, the costs of the ex- 
traordinary efforts found indispensable in one; a 
means of accelerating the prompt employment of all | 
the abilities of a nation, and even of disposing of aj 
part of the overplus of others. 

The means by which public credit is to be sup- | 
ported, are the exertion of the wiil and the power 
to provide, by prudent forecast, the ways and means 
amply sufficient for the punctual payment of all! 
debts according to the terms of the contracts; and | 
good faith in fulfilling all engagements expressly en | 





tered into, or impliedly and morally obligatory. 

A nation is composed of natural persons, united 
together as a body politic, for the purpose of pro- 
moting their mutual safety and advantage, by ine] 
joint efforts of their combined strength. Such aso-- 
ciety isa moral person, susceptible of rights and ob- 
ligations. As individuals who fulfil their engage- | 
ments are respected, trusted, prosper, and are able + 
to obtain succor in emergencies, so states, by lik 
means, are respected, trusted, prosper, and are able 
to obtain succor in exigencies. 

Breaches of public engagements which have aris- 
en out of special emergencies, which seemed to 
plead for them as having been inevitable, have not 
been without effect, in agreater or less degree, to 
weaken public credit. But violations of public 
engagements proceeding from negligence, choice, } 
want of knowledge, or wantof firmness of moral} 
purpose to levy taxes and provide the ways and) 
means, are highly injurious to public credit. \ 

The mischiefs which ensue from non-fulfilment of, 

ublic engagements are numerous and complex, 
Paletul to the affairs of individuals, and hurtful to} 
the successful operations of the government. Pub-| 
ha and private credit are closely allied. Credit may | 
be considered as one whole—an entirely, each part | 
having a dependency upon, and sympathy with, every | 
other part. A shock to public credit diminishes the | 
resources of private credit; deranges exchanges, 
sales and payments; causes disorders and st ictures | 
in commerce, domestic and foreign. If the credi- | 
tors of government are disappointed in receiving 
punctual payments, they fail in their engagements 
to their creditors, and so on between other debtors 
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and creditors, until the disappointments are felt , 
throughout a long series of creditors and debtors 
the circulation is obstructed, business languishes, 
losses are incurred, and bankruptcies ensue. 

The inviolability of public faith, the support of 
public credit, is recommended by considerations of 
public utility, public virtue, and public happiness; it 
is commanded by the unchangeable precepts of mo- 
rality. The affairs of a nation cannot be happily 
administered without the strict observance of justice 
and good faith. 

In the affairs of nations, exigencies have arisen, 
and may be expected to occur, to produce a necessi- 
ty for borrowing. The changes made in modern 
times in the condition of nations, the great altera- 
tions introduced into the art of war, have rendered 
modern wars very expensive; insomuc: that money, 
to a considerable extent, may be accounted an in- 
strument which conduces to victory. No nation has 
been able to defray the expenses of a modern war 
by the proceeds of taxes during the war. The 
weight of increased annual taxation to pay the 
whole increased annual expenses of the war would 
be intolerably oppressive. Therefore a necessity 
arises of borrowing Jarge sums, of charging the 
payment upon after generations, by funding the debt, 
imposing taxes to pay the annual interest, and pro- 
viding a sinking fund to pay the principal gradually 
in times of peace. 

To be able to borrow, and to borrow on good terms 
the national credit must be firmly established; a sys- 
tem of revenue must de provided by taxation ade- 

uate to the punctual payment of interest, and pledg- 
ed for that object. If the public faith and credit of 
the nation be doubted, loans cannot be obtained with- 
out extravagant rates of inierest reserved in one 
form or another; and the like disadvantage will arise 
o the government upon purchases of comodities 
upon promises of future payment. 

The safeguards interposed by the texture of the 
federal constitution have saved us from wars from 
trivial causes, or schemes of ,personal ambition. 





not saved us in time past from the calamities of war; | 
nor can we reasonably expect that the blessings of | 
peace which we now enjoy will be everduring. 


To be prepared for war is one of the safeguards | 
against foreign aggressions which lead to war. 
A wise people will, in’ time of peace, look to the | 
possibility that in their intercourse with foreign na- | 
tions they may be involved in war, and will not | 
wholly neglect to provide for the exigencies of such 
an event, by laying up suppliesof military stores 
and implements, disincumbering themselves from the 
debts of former wars, and instituting a just system 
of permanent revenue, which might be readily 
augmented when occasion requires, thereby placing 
the public credit and national resources upon the 


most solid foundation, and in the most commanding 


posture. . 
On the first day of July, 1844, the debts of the U. 

States consisted of the following particulars, viz: 

1. Of the old funded debt, being unclaimed princi- 
pal and interest returned from the loan office, pay- 
able on presentation, $173,034 384 

2. Outstanding certificates of-the old 
unfunded debt, with interest to the 
3lst December, 1793, payable on 
presentation 


24,214 29 


3. Treasury notes during the war of 


1812, terminated in the year 1815 

4. Certificates of Mississippi stock is- 
sued under the acts of 31st March, 
1814, and 234 January, 1815 

5. Debts assumed by the U. States‘for 
the several cities of the District of 
Columbia, under the act of May 
20, 1826, originally amounting to 
one million, five hundred thousand 
dollars, bearing interest at the rate 
of 6 percent. per year, payable in 
yearly sums of sixty thousand dol. 
lars in each and every year, now re- 
duced to 

6. Outstanding treasury notes, viz: 
Of those issued after 12:h October, 
1837, and before 3d March, 1343, 

$959,807 31. 

Of those issued under 
the act of 3d March, 
13843 


4,317 344 


4,320 09 


1,260,000 00 


1,305,499 00 





Aggregately making the sum of 
. Certificates of stock for loans un- 
der the act of 2ist July,Is41, re- 
deemable on the Ist January, 1345, 
which were to the suin of five mil- 
lon six hundred and seveaty-two 


~ 
‘ 


six dollars and eighty-eight cents, 
bearing interest at the rate of five- 
and a half per cent. per annum, 
payable half yearly 

8. Certificates of stock issued under 
the act of 15th April, 1842, to the 
sum of eight million three hundred 
and forty-three thousand eight bun- 
dred and eighty-six dollars, and 
eighty-eight cents, redeemable at 
the pleasure of the government, 
on or after the first day of January, 
in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-three, bearing inte- 
rest payable half yearly at the rate 
of six per cent, per year 

9. Certificates of stock issued under 
the actof March 3d, 1843, to the 
sum of seven million four thousand 
two hundred and thirty-one dollars 
and thirty-five cents, bearing inte- 
rest, payable half yearly, at the rate 
of five per cent, per year, redeem- 
able at the pleasure of the govern- 
ment, on or after the first day of 
July, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty three 

The aforegoing loans under the acts 
of 1841, 1842, and 1843, make to- 
gether the sum of twenty-one mil- 
lion twenty-one thousand, ninety- 
four dollars and twenty-six cents of 
principal, bearing interest at the 
rates on the sums respectively, be- 
fore siated 21,021 094 % 
All the aforegoing nine particulars amount to, 

debt of twenty-four million seven hundred and forty. 

eight thousand one hundred and eighty-eight dol- 

Jars twenty-three cents ($24,748,188 23.) 
Of the treasury notes issued since the year 1837, 

the secretary of the treasury has caused to be i. 

deemed, in this fiscal year, commencing on the |s 


8,343,836 9% 


7,004 231 3 


dred and eighty-four dollars, sixty-one cents ($322; 
584 61.) 

Of the stocks redeemable Ist January, 1845, le 
has caused to be purchased to the sum of five hus 
dred and thirty-nine thousand nine hundred and filly 
dollars of principal and interest, ($539,950;) by whici 
anticipation’a saving of interest to the su a of four 
thousand and eleven dollars and seven cents ha 
been effected. 

To support the public credit and preserve the nx 
tional faith, an annual revenue is necessary certais 
ly productive, according to common occurrences ai 
human foresight, exceeding the ordinary annual et 
penditures in tine of peace; the surplus to be ap 
plied to pay the annual interest, and towards lessen- 
ing and ultimately extinguishing the principal of the 
debt. 

The amount of the public debt which can be pail 
during any periéd of peace depends upon the Jeng 
of the continuance of the peace, and the amountd 
the annual surplus above annual expenditures whic 
shall be applied. 

If the periods of war compared with those 
peace, and annual excess of the war expenditures 
compared with the annual savings during the peat 
establishment, be so related as that more debt I 
contracted in every war than is discharged in (i 
succeeding peace, the consequence will be a conti 
ual increase of debt, and the ultimate consequent 
must be that debt, will swell toa magaitude whic 
the nation will be unable to bear. 

The only effectual safeguards against such dangtl 
must be sought in extending the relative lengti 
the periods of peace, compared with the perivds® 
wat, in frugality in the peace establishment; iu Je 
sening the war expenditures, and in the increase @ 
revenue from taxes levied during the war, or pe 
manently. 

By increasing the war taxes, the sum to be bor 
}rowed will be lessened; by increasing the taxes" 
tines of peace, the sum applicable to the dischaty 
of the public debt will be increased. In the prop 
tion in which annual income exceeds annua! expe" 
ditures will be the gradual discharge of exist! 
public debts. By such means, the halcyon days® 
no pnblic debt and the alleviation of the burde®. 
taxation, may be restored. 


The excess of revenue above expenditures is" 
only real sinking fund by which a public debt cal ® 
discharged. The lessening of expense and the" 
crease of revenue are the only means by which" 
sinking fund can be enlarged, and its effectual ope” 
tions be accelerated. 


The certificates of the public stocks are now 30" 





thousand nine hundred and seyenty- 


par value in the market, transferrable and res®" 
; convertible for gold and silver at the pleasure o! ™ 
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If guarded against depfeciation, they may 
ee vounted 8 so much capital to aid business and 
aes a currency of the most approved or- 
fi the genus of paper currency, entitled to im- 
. f e. 

“ sere PY concern te the interests of the hold- 
i dealers in those certificates of public debt, 
aaa transaction of business, to the pros- 
‘ of the country, and to the national honor, 
the certificates of public stocks and treasury 
»g be guarded against depreciation, and es-tab- 
d firmly in the confidence of moneyed men. 
‘0 those ends the secretary of the treasury deems 
ot unapt, nor without utility, to give a summary 
w of the public debts of the United States, 
ich sprung out of the war of the revolution, the 
ceeding extraordinary expenditures caused br 
Indian wars and campaigns of Generals Charles | 
tt, Harmar, St. Clair, and Wayne; by the insur- 
tion in the western part of Pennsylvania; by the 




































sisted of claims for services and supplies during the 





$4.320 09; and they renewed their recommendation 
that the sinking fund, be discontinued. It may be 
presumed that those treasury notes issued in the war | 
of 1812 and not presented for payment have been 
destroyed, and that of the other sums so long due and 





presented for payment. 


{ 
per, 1835, the United States paid, for interest on the | 


principal, the sum of $257.452.083 24—together 
making the sum of four hundred and fifteen millions | 
eighty—two thousand thirty-three dollars ninety three | 


cents. ‘9 
The natural income, out of which that extraordi- 





rwith the Barbary powers; by the troubles and 
»si war consequent upon the French revolution; | 


lic domain; from the state of Georgia of her 
stern Jands; of Louisiana from France; and of 
rida from Spain; in connection with the num- 
of the population of the United States, and the 


es have been gradually lessened and finally extin- 
ished. 
Of. To bring into view the resources of the U. 
ates for public revenue, and increasing the income 
the nation whenever future emergencies shall 
quire. t 
34. To show the existing security for the paymen 
interest, and the ultimate redemption of the 
incipal of the public debt. 
4th. To propose the establishment of such a sink- 
gfund as will anticipate and accelerate the final 
tisfaction of the public debt. 
Ist. During the revolutionary war, and antece- 
ently to the adoption of the federal constitution, 
ethirteen United States had contracted debts to 
he sum of seventy-five million four hundred and 
xteen thousand four hundred and seventy-six dol- 
rs and fifty-two cents. 
On the Ist of January, 1790, the foreign debt, viz 
» France, Spain, and to foreign officers, including 
terest for the year 1799, amounted to the sum of 


ight hundred and seventy-one dollars and twenty- 
ight cents; and the domestic debt to $60.219 022 44 
together amounting to the sum of $72,775,893 72. 


ng to the census of that year. 

On the Ist January, 1809, the national debt a- 
ounted to $82,976,294 35; and the population of 
he United States’ numbered five million three hun- 


even souls, according to the census of that year. 

On the lst January, 1810, the debt of the United 
plates amounted to $53,173,217 52, and the popula- 
ion numbered seven million two hundred and thirty- 
bine thousand six hundred and fourteen souls, ac- 
ording to the census of that year. 


On the Ist January, 1816, the public debt had in- 
reased to the sum of one hundred and twenty seven 
illions three hundred - and thirty-four thousand 
ine hundred and thirty-three dollars and seventy- 
four cents. 
War of 1812, terminated by the treaty of Ghent of 
1812, for the expenditures of which the taxes had 
een increased, the loans obtained amounted to the 
sum of $70,473,209 73; and treasury notes were 
sued to ihe sum oi $36,680,794—together making 
$107,159,003 53. 

On the Ist January, 1820, the public debt had been 
reduced to (ine sun of $91,015,566 15. ‘The popu- 
lation, as numbered by the census of that year, con- 
sisted Of nine miuiiton six hundred and thirty-eight 
thousand one hundred aud thirty-one souls. 

On the Ist of January , 1830 the public debt was 
reduced to the sum of $48,565,406 50. The popula- 
lion numbered twelve muilion eight huadred and sixty 
1X thousand and twenty souls, according to the cen- 
Sus of that year. 

On the 7th December, 1835, the president’s mes- 
Sage announced that ‘tail the remains of the public 
debt have been redeemed, or money has been placed 
IN deposit tor this purpose whenever the creditors 
CNouse to receive it. All the otver pecuniary en- 
bagements have been promptly and honorab.y fulfill 
¢d, and there will be a balance tn the ireasury at the 
Cluse of the present yeur of about nineteen millions 
doliare.» On the Gih of February, 1536, the com- 
Missiouers of the sinking fund, aud the report of ine 
tcretary of ihe treasury, stated that all the debt had 


war of 1812, terminated by the treaty of | D ; Eee ate | 
oe 134k: tab. the: putcbesee. af .tercitory..aud ben capensis (which, during that period of forty-six | 
| was derived principally from the duties on imports 
| and tonnage, and the sales of the public lands.— | 
| Direct taxes and internal duties and excises were | 


May, 1795 il 
as by which those masses of debt and expendi- | employed. from and after the 8th of May, 1792, until | 


bred and five thousand nine hundred and twenty- | 


This great increase was caused by tne) 


nary sum of four hundred and fifteen millions of 
dollars was paid, over and above the ordinary annual | 


years, exceeded five hundred millions of dollars,) | 


‘ 
} 


| 


| the 30th June, 1802, when they were repealed; and | 
|again enacted in the year 1813, and repealed 31st 
: December, 1817. A system of direct taxes and in- 
ternal duties has been resorted to only in emergen- | 
cies, and has prevailed only for about fifteen years of 
| the fifty-five which have elapsed since the federal | 
constitution was adopted. | 


The moral power, courage, and capabilities, by 
which a nation in its infancy, loaded with a debt of 
| the revolutionary war of such magnitude, harassed 
| by Indian wars, and incumbered by another debt of 
| the war of 1812, terminated in 1815, discharged | 
| those debts faithfully—exhibiting to a gazing and 
astonished world the example of a nation who had | 
exerted such energies, of a government without a na- | 
_ tional debt, with an overflowing treasury, and without | 
direct taxes, internal duties, and excises—are to be | 
| looked for in the genius of the government, the inte- | 
grity of those who have been elected to administer. 
it, the good sense, honesty, and enterprise of the citi- | 
zens, and lastly, though not least, in the bene- 


i 


dence. 


| The general modes of operation have been by dis- | 


| tributing over a succession of years the cost of the | 


| tecting him in the free enjoyment of life, religion, 
_ property, and the means of acquirement; taking no | 
| more from the earnings of industry, nor encroaching 


} 


| support a government economically administered, 


| humanity, and inviting the people of all nations to 
partake of the blessings of a free government. By 


number of four millions of souls in the year 1790, 
they had increased to upwards of seventeen mi!lions 
in the.year 1840, and may now (according to the ra- 
tio of increase exhibited by the successive enumera- 
| tions taken every tenth year) be stated not less than 
| nineteen millions seven hundred thousand souls. A 
| debt which would have been oppressive and intolera- 
| ble if levied upon four millions of people, has been 
found not oppressive when distributed over a period 





creasing population. 


heen paid except the sum of $37,513 05, which con- added to the ten millions such surplus as should re- 
main unappropriated after leaving two millions in the 
revolutionary war, $27,437 96; treasury notes issued | treasury for contingencies, and directed all certifi- 
ducing the war of 1812. $5,755; Mississippi stock | cates of stocks redeemed by the commissioner of the 
issued under the act of the act of the 3d March, 1815, | sinking fund to be cancelled. 


| farther upon the comforts of life, than necessary to, 
coasts, &e. 
|making our country an asylum for the oppressed | 
| 
| 
‘ 


of forty-six years and levied upon a continually in- | 





By means of the appropropriations and provisions 


for the sinking fund, the sums of $24,871,062 93 in 
the year 1816; $25,423,036 12 in the year I817; 
$23,926,209 62 in the year 1818; $16,568,393 76 in 
the year 1824; 
unclaimed, only a small part (if any) will ever be | $17,840,309 29 in the year 1832; were applied to 
\the payment of the interest and principal, besides 


” ithe smaller sums in other years, until the debt 
From the 31st December, 1789, to the 31st Decem- was extinguished in the year 1835, as before no- 


public debt, the sum of $157.629.959 69; and for the | ticed. 


$16,184,378 22 in the year 1831; 


Such has been the effect of the sinking fund; such 


has been the scrupulous good faith which has been 
observed by the United States towards the creditors 
,of the government. 


2. As tothe resources of the United States for 
public revenue, and increasing the national income, 
when exigencies shall require. 

The public lands of the United States stretching 
from the lakes of the north to the Gulf of Mexico, 
and from the foot of the Apalachian mountains west- 
ward to the Pacific ocean, constitute a domain of in- 
calculable value. 

The public lands are to be considered, first, in re- 
spect of the price for which they can be sold in suc- 
cessive years to the increasing population; secondly, 
in respect of the increased revenue which can be de- 
rived from the increased population which those fer- 
tile lands are capable of sustaining. 

Reasoning from the past to the future—from the 
increase and spread of our populatioi in the preced- 


‘ing fifty years tothe succeeding half century—from 


the ratio of increase from less than four millions, by 
the census of 1790, to upwards of seventeen millions, 
by the census of 1840, and now not less than nine- 
teen millions seven hundred thousand, to the number 
which will be in the ensuing fifty years, —it may con- 
fidently be affirmed that, by that time, the population 
of the United States will exceed seventy millions, 
covering with continuous connected settlements the 
lands from our present frontier settlements all the 
way to tle Pacific ocean. New lands, at moderate 
prices, to be brought into cultivation by the rising 
generations, are sure foundations, under our institu- 
tions, for the rapid increase of civilized men; and land 
and labor, agriculture, manufactures, and commerce, 


elve million five hundred and fifty-six thousand! ficent smiles of all wise and protecting Provi-/| are the true elements of national wealth, national in- 
| come, and national strength. 


The proceeds of sales of the public lands, with 
duties on imports and tonnage, without direct taxes, 


he population of the United States then numbered | extraordinary efforts found necessary in some; acce- | internal duties, or excises, have hitherto been suffi- 
ree milllion nine hundred and seventy-seven thou- Jerating the prompt employment of the capibilities 'cient, in times of peace, to defray the ordinary an- 
mand eight hundred and twenty-seven souls, accord-' of the nation; using a part of the overplus of others, | nual supplies necessary for the support of the na- 
leaving every citizen to choose his occupation; pro-| tional government, and to yield a surplus for the 


sinking fund; also for laying up supplies of arms 
and other munitions of war; the gradual augmenta- 


tion of the navy, the support of the army, the erect- 


ing of fortifications, light houses, surveying the 


In the wide extended domain, in the rapid increase 


.of population, ia the physical and intellectual ener- 


: gy and enterprise of the people, in the consequent 
such means stimulus has been given to the increase | 


of our population, insomuch that from less than the | merce, with a government consulting the general 


| welfare and corducting to the true temple of liberty, 
the United States of America presents to the views 
,of mankind a nation comparatively youthful, of un- 


increase of agriculture, manufactures, and com- 


surpassed resources, indicative of gigantic strength 
and great moral power. From thirteen the states 
have increased to the number of twenty-six, spread- 
ing over widely extended new territories. By the 
instrumentality of state governments for regulating 
their domestic affairs, with a federal government for 
regulating those which concern all, and particularly 


| commerce, foreign relations, and the general defence, 
The particular means by which the interest has| the United States of America are capable of expan- 


been paid annually, the principal lessened gradually, | Sion over the continent, without relaxing the force 
and finally redeemed, were by the operations of a | 0! law and order at the extremities, and without de- 
sinking fund, regulated by the act of the congress of ; generating into tyranny. In the union of the state 
the 4th of August, 1790, by which the surplus of | and federal government we have a tower of strength, 
certain taxes, and the proceeds of sales of the pub | sentinels to guard against encroachments, preserve 
lic lands, after paying the ordinary annual expenses | public liberty and domestic order, and secure the 
of the government, were pledged and appropriated | general felicity. If this, the fairest fabric of human 
inviolabiy to pay the interest and redeem (the princi | government, shall nod from on high and totter to its 
pal of the public debt; further regulated by the act| tall, the sad catastrophe will be caused by sacrile- 
of the 12ih August, 1790; augmented by the act of | Sious violators of the terms of mutual concession 
the 8th May, 1792; further regulated by the act of | and compromise on which the constitution of the 
the 3d March 1795, farther increased by the act| United States is founded. Against any attempt at 


I nth nee 8 I eee 


of April 7, 17938, by which the proceeds of sales 
of the lands ceded by the slate of Georgia were 
added; further augmented by the act of April 29th, 
1802, by which the specific sum of seven miilions 


such violations it is the duty of all good citizens to 
oppose their united strength. 

3. As to the existing security for payment of inte- 
rest and the ultimate redemption of the principal of 


tiree hundred thousand duilars annually as appro- 
propiated, to be paid tu the commissioners of the sink- | dollars.” Ou the 6th of February, 1836, the com- 
tug fund, which was increased to ten millions annu- | missioners of the sinking fund, and the report of the 
ally by the actof March 3d, 1817. This latter act! secretary of the treasury, stated that all the debt had 


the public debt. 
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ap from the first day of Janiary, in the year 
1842. 

By the fourth section of that act, the secretary of 
the treasury 13 authorised to purchase, at any time 
before the period limited for redemption of the stock, 
such portion thereof as the funds of the government 
may admit of, after meeting all demands upon the 
treasury, and any surplus in the treasury is appropri- 
ated to that object. 

By the fifth section of that act, the farth of the go- 
vernment is expressly pledged for the punctual pay- 
ment of the interest and the redemption of the certi- 
ficates of stock. __ 

Under the provisions of that act, certificates of 
stock were issued to the sum of $5,672,976 83, bear- 
ing interest at the rate of five and a half per cent. 
per year, redeemable on the first day of January, in 
the year 1845. These certificates of stock will be 
paid on that day, if presented: the funds tn the trea- 
sury are sufficient for the purpose. The secretary of 
the treasury has caused public notice to be given, so 
as to stop the running of interest from and after that 
day. 

Man act for the extension of the lean of 1841, and 


——_ 





derstanding the polity of the federal government, and 
its past action in fulfilling its engagements, can have 
a loop whereon to hang a doubt, of the future fideli- 
ty of the national government in paying the princi- 
pal and interest, and pedeeming the principal of the 
national debts as they respectively shall become pay- 
able and demandable. 

_If aliens, not understanding the texture of the na: 
tional government, do not distinguish accurately be- 
tween,engagements entered into by the government of 
the United States, and those entered into by the 
several states, in their capacities of distinct local 
governments, each state having power to contract for 
itseif, but without capacity to bind other states, of the 
government of the U, States, have distrusted the credit 
ot the national government, because of the failure of 
some of the states to comply with their respective en- 
gagements, such distrust is to be regretted. That any 
one of the states shoyJd have been under a necessity, 
real or imaginay, to incur a default in payment to 
those who had loaced her money, is to be deplored. 
But most of ail itis to be lamented that any state 
should have resorted to repudiation of her debt. It 
inay, however, be confidently expected that reason 


for an addition of five millions of dollars thereto, and 


Will resume the helm of state; that the good sense! 
for allowing interest on treasury notes due,”’ approv 


of the people wiil in time correct these evils. With 


—-—_—— 


a 
merchandize under the high rates of duties to disp. 
of their stock of merchandize before they hat 
in competition with those who shall import Sihentd 
and merchandize under the lower rates of dane 
Merchants should have notice to accommo: | 
outlays and adventures to the new scale of duti 
Commerce is beneficial and essential to the te, 
rity of the country; it is the handmaid ofagricun 
and manufactures. The interests of merchants 4° 
serve to be respected by the government, and sh, ce 
not be oppressed by sudden changes in legislation 4 
more than the interests of any other class 
who are contributory to the public weal. 


Prudence, justice and duty require that the annual 
charges upon the treasury for interest upon the aa 
debt be lessened and finally extinguished nd ty , 
convenient and proper despatch, and that the heal 
of taxation be lessened. d » 

The public debt to be provided for after the ¢ 
day of January, in the year 1845, will consis - 
debts assumed by the United States for the several 
cities in the District of Columbia, the two Joan 7 
deemable in 1853 and 1863 respectively, anq ‘ol 
parts of the treasury notes, old debts, and M ississi » 
stock, as shall nothave been then presented {o; Ma: 


date thay 


Of iney 


L of the 





ved, April 15, 1842, extended the time limited by the 
act of July 21, 1841, for obtaining a loan of twelve 
smillions of dollars, authorised the certificates of stock 
'to.be issued under this latter act to be made payable | ture undertakings of internal improvements and fan- | 
at.any time not exceeding twenty years from the first; ciful speculations; {rom the panic of depreciated | 
of January, 1843, and authorised an additional loan | bank notes; fall in the price of lands and products; 
of five millions of dollars. 

By the filth section of this act of 1842, the money | ing medium shall have restored reasonable prices for 
arising from duties on imports of goods, wares, and | Staple commodities,—the people of the states will 


their increasing population and resouices, when they 
shali have recovered from the debilities caused by | 
extravagant Issues of unsound bank paper; prema- | 





merchendize are pledged and appropriated for pay-i manifest a sincere determination to make reasona-— 


mental the interest from time to time, and for pay-| ble reparation to their creditors for delay caused by 
ment and redemption of the principal of the certiti-| adverse necessitous circumstances. The momentum 


«cates af -stock to be issued under the act of 1842, ‘of morai force embodied in the states against non- | 


and under the act of 2lstof July, 1841, as amended; | fuifiliment of engagements and repudiation of debts, | 
and so.much of the proceeds of duties on imports; tie immutable principles of justice and moral obh 
“as may be necessary to pay the interest on said) gation, will ultimately prevail. The states will pay, 
stock, and cedeem the same when due, is hereby ap- | must pay their debs. State faith and state obliga- 
propriated to that object, to be first applied by the tons will be redeemed. ‘lhe virtuous precepts and 
secretary of the treasury to such payments and re- | bright example of the federal government will not go 
deimptiou.” 2 unheeded. Justice will be done. | 
‘The sewenth section of the act of 1542 enacts that | 4. The secretary of the treasury recommends the | 
all the provisions of the said act of 21st July, 1841,’ establishment of a sinking fund to anticipate the pay- 
‘nol hereby modified or changed, shall be, and re-| ments of the certificates of stock issued under the | 
main in force, and apply to this act of the 15th of authority of the acts of 1842 and 1843. 
April, 1842.” | ‘The certificates of stock bear a premium in the! 
By authority of the act of 1842, certificates ofstock market. The five per cent stocks, redeemable in| 
were issued to the sum of $8,343,837 03, bearing in- | 1353, are at one hundred and six doilars for every. 
terest al ibe rate of 6 per cent. per year, payable half hundred dollars of stock; the 6 per cent. stocks, re-| 
yearly, the principal payable on the Ist day of Janus geemable in 1363, are at one hundred and sixteen! 
ary, in the year 1863. ‘dollars for every hundred dollars of stock. Those’ 
By “an act autnorising the issue of treasury notes premiums are superinduced by the extraordinary ac- 
aid lor olher purposes,” approved, March 3d, 1843, curmulations of large sums of money in the principal 
another issue of ceruificates of stock was authorised, cities of the United States, (particularly at New 
under the same restrictions, limitations, and provt- York and Boston,) sought to be employed at low | 
sions as are contained in the act of April 15th, 1842, rates of interest, upon good securities; by the large | 
except that the certificates of stock to De issued Shall) sums of deposite tu the credit of the United States 
be redeemable at a period not longer than tea years jn the banks of deposite, fur which those” banks pay 
from the issue thereof, /ho interest; and by other adventitious circumstances, | 
Under the provisions of this act, certificates of) Low long sucti a state of things shall continue de- | 
stock to the sum of seven millions four thousand) pends upon seasons, crops, commercial operations, | 
two hundred and thirty-one doliars and thirty-' and foreignatiairs, beyoud the ken of human foresight. | 
five cents were issued, bearing an interest paya-| Of the dangers to be apprehended from an over) 
ble semi-annually, at the rate of five per centum issue of bank notes, and bank accommodations, | 
per annum, the priucipal redeemable on the Ist day which might encourage excessive importations, fan- | 
of July, in the year oue thousand eight hundred and ciful speculation, and overtrading, the secretary of 
fifty-three. the treasury has nut been unmindful, and watched | 
The act of 1843, adopting the act of 1842, which, with a view to counteraction in case the banks of | 
adopted the fourth section of the act of 184i, taken de posite had yielded to the tempiation arising from | 
together, contain express pledges of the farth of the | the large sums deposited to the credit of the Umited, 
government, and of the proceeds of the duties on States. | 
goods and merehandize to pay the interest and re-| ‘Phe present time is propitious for laying the foun- | 
deem the principal and appropriate any surplus in’ dation tur an anticipated redemption of the public! 
the treasury (after meeting the demands upon it) to debt, and for alleviating the burden of taxation.— | 
redeem the principal; the fourth section of the act! [he circulating medium is sound, and sufficient for| 
of 1841, adopted by the two latter acts, authorises the! af} useful purposes; business is reviving from the de-| 
the secretary of the treasury to use any surplus of pression from past events; the habits of the great | 
funds alter meeting all demands upon the treasury to! yody of the people are frugal; the rates of duties | 
purchase any certificates of the stock before the pe-| imposed by the act of 1842, with the sales of the 
riod Jimited for redemption. | puvlie lands, and tonnage duties, may be fairly esti- 
In the national faith which has been so honorably) mated as yielding an annual revenue greatly beyond 
observed in paying the principal and interest of the he wants of the governinent, irugally and economl- | 
former debts to the sum of four*hundred and filteen teally. administered, in time of peace. he taxes | 
millions of doilars and upwards; in the pledge and | imposed upon the people imdirectly, bul certainly by | 
appropriation of the proceeds of the duties on id duties on imports vo! goods and ; merchandize, ouget 
rts of goods and merchandize; in the increasing) to be revised, reformed, and lightened, as soon rd 
ability of a population now numbered at not less; Justice to the creditors of the goveru nent, and | 
than nineteen miljiion seven hundred thousand souls, | suund policy as regards the interest ol those “et 
to pay taxes, the holders of the certificates of the | are importers and dealers in goods and awe 
pubiic debt of the United States, and ail dealers in) dize imported under the existing rates of duties, wil 
thuse certificates, have cause for implicit faith and) permit. : ; 
perfect contidence that the interest will be paid| . Before the law for reducing yesh ee Pw! — » 
punctualiy, and that the principals will be redce ed | the proper standard ol necessar} reve “ey partion 
and paid according to the lerms of the contracts. effect, reasonable notice and time preg be given to 
No citizen of the United States of America, un-' those who have imported and dealt in goods and 


} 
j 
{ 











‘ment with the annual interest accruing. 


}and forty four dollars and seventy-seven cent 


when a prosperous commerce and a sound circulat- | 


| list, and thesupportof the government, is necessat) 


The interest upon the two loans amounts ty the 
sum of eight hundred and fifty thousand eight hundpes 
ts, unti 
the Ist day of July, 1853, and afler that to the vin 
sum of $500,633 21. ‘The sum of interest from and 
after the Ist of Jnly, 1845, to the Ist July, 1853, « 
these two loans will amount to the sum of $6,306 748 
16; and on the residue redeemable in 1863, to the sig 
of $4,813,015 02—together $11,691,773 25. The 
principal and interest on the two loans, if not. 
deemed before the times limited, will charze ty 
treasury with the sum of $26,967,891 48. The eyy. 
ing rates of duties on imports and- tonnage, with tie 
Other sources of revenue, would, according to the 
best estimates, after keeping down the interest unt 
the Ist of July, in the year 1853, and after paying tie 
ordinary anaual expenditures for the support f the 
governmant, and after discharging the loan of sevey 
millions of dollars, redeemable Ist of July, 1853, 


‘leave an aceumulated surplus of not, less than filly 


millions of dollars; and of revenue if continued wail 
the year 1863, would, after defraying the ordinary 
expenditures for the support of the government and 


| dischargtng the principal and interest upon the debt 


thea redeemable, leave an accumulated surplus in the 
treasury of not less than one hundred and twelve 
millions of dollars. 

The system of accumulating national treasure to 
be hoarded and locked up for future wars, or ux 
known wants, has been explode]. Such a system 
was suffered only in times and countries where th 
government was considered as a persun having 31 
Interest distinct from the welfare of the peopis 
where men were considered as the property of the 
governinent, the vassels of the few who ruled. Dut 
Where government is the property of the people, 0 
be administered for their wellare, the accumu! ation 
of annual sums fur beyond any known wants, to 0 
hoarded for unknown future contingencies, will tot 
be endured. 

All taxes, whether direct or indirect, subtracts 
much from the fuads by which the people taxed sup 
ply their wants and their comforts, tend necessarily 
to lessen their enjoyments and means of improviig 
their condition. ‘The amount of revenue require’, 
even in time of peace, for the administration of ji* 
tice and police, for the support of the army and ti? 
navy, and various other objects constituting the civil 
large. The sum raised trom each individual is 9 
much taken by government from his earnings. 1! 
farmer pays in taxes a part of the produce of bi 
farm—that is its value in money—for his proporter 
of contribution to the public revenue, and has $9 
mucl less for other purposes. He is so much poor 
er; and so of all others who are taxed for the pus’ 
revenue. 

TVhe money raised by taxes never return to those 
who pay in the proportions in which they respect” 
ly contributed; hence the interest of the tax par 
and the interest of the tax enjoyers become amaze 
nists. The higher the rate of taxation, the poe™ 
the lax payers, and the richerthose who receive *" 


: > Bs ait ys 
enjoy the proceeds for employments, services, J” 


and profitable contracts. 

The sums annually taken from the people by &*", 
for the support of government, lessen the surpe® 
each iidividual above bis own wants, which sure 
he would apply in the pursuits of his own gee 
industry. Jf money then be taken annually b) we 
tion, beyond the known wants of the gevernun ® 
and merely to be hoarded for unknown contingee’™ 
the general increase of wealth by the produce” 


Lion any ; 
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a iculture, mechanical} labor, and commerce will be 
a  onably retarded. Such taxation, for the pur- 
8 10 dispo, ope hoarding, is a waste of capital, a waste of the 
hey shall} we of improvement. A government so taxing 
Pt like goog poh le for mere accumulation and hoarding, is 
$ of duty. e a or more benevolent than the miser, who, 
nOodate hoje ae his gold, obstructs the increase of his store, 
Of duties, i yobs to his household the comforts of life for 
ee tro sr of future want. i ? 
UME Nor should the temptations to extravagance, an 

erchants doi in the expenditures of government, arising 
2 4nd shoyi ast exuberance of revenue and an overflowing trea- 
s'slation aay , be overlooked. Expensive extravagant estab- 
lass of uel) ents and habits of waste, when once created by 

vovernment, are Gifficult to be reformed and re- 
the anny Lavoe In the conflict between the interest of tax 
on the pubjjellmvers and tax enjoyers, there are never wanting 
ed Wit 4 aim ose who propose various fanciful schemes for ab- 
tthe bur eng prbing the revenue, and preventing the burden of 

xation from being lessened, whereby their inordi- 

Fler the fing flilmate gains individually would be lessened. By such, 
ONSiSt Of {igflllMven a national debt would be advocated as a nation- 
* the severg blessing; and high rates of duties on imports of 
WO loans relllMmoods and merchandize, be urged as the efficient 
Y, and suchiliheans of lessening prices to the consumers. 

M ississipy A national debt, by its interest annually accruing, 
ted for payflmmoreases the burden of taxation, and be likened to 
"BBB, eating moth, which is feeding upon and despoilag 
he substance. 

Too government which stands in need of artificial 
i{s to bind men to its support, and force others to sub- 
nit to injustice, inequality, and oppression, a national 
eot may be appealed to as an auxiliary in taming 
e spirit of resistance and revolution. But in a gov- 
moment based upon equality of rights, with no ex- 
ysive privileges, there 1s no need of a national debi; 

igno more a pational blessing than a private debt, 
ling into annual income, is a private blessing. 
ste Duties on imports tend to circumscribe the quan- 

Tie CXS of goods imported, because of the capital required 
Se, with tie » pay the aulies. By diminishing the quantity of 
ding to the ported merchandize, the competition between im- 
alerest untle ted articles aud like articles manufactured in the 
T paying eM ited States is lessened; and such lessening of the 
port of he Mooly and competition has a direct tendency to raise | 
an of Sevea be prices to consumers. 

July, 1830 oe amount of duty paid upon the article is incor- 
S than Lilly Morated with the natural price of the commodity, and 
Uinued will paid along with it by the consumer. It is nearly 
he ordinary MMM.. same in effect as if the consumer should pay the} 
roment sta ural price of the article tv the manufacturer or 
on the dettiinorter, and should at the same time pay a tax to’ 
rplus in home voverament equal to the duty laid upon the 

and twelve: 

rlicle. 

The merchant or importer pays no part of the du 
| treasure (OMMMies on imports, except in so far as he is a consumer, | 
vars, or in MMe does but advance the duty to the government at 
+h a system#ihe custom house; he is afterwards reimbursed, with | 
s where the MiMis profit as well upon the original cost of the article 

having s0MMMs upon the duty he has advanced, by raising the | 
the peop ainice of the article, and thereby devolving’ the origi- 
perty of theMMMal cost, the tax paid to the government, and his! 
ruled. DulMMrofit, on the consumer. Every intermediate sale 
e peopit, OMnd profit between the importer and the retailer, 
cumulation wn to the consumer, enhances the price of the 
vants, to MiMowmodity to the consumer, who must ultimately | 
es, Will uO\MMMay the original cost of the article, the dnty, and all | 

be lutermediale profits and expenses, being compo- | 


COUNTS Lo the 
ght hundres 

cents, until 
0 the annual 
-St from ang 
ly, 1553, oy 
[ $6,306 718 
3, to the sum 
3 25. 4 lie 
S$, Ji notre. 

charge the 








subtract sommeent parts of the price at which the commodity is | 
» taxed supygmuered for sale. | 
necessarill the duty paid upon an imported article goes into | 
P improving le padlic treasury; the enhanced prices upon arti- 
e require sof lik: kind manufactured jn the United States, | 
tion of jusfmmpeused by the duties on like articles imported, and | 


“my and th uid by the consumer, of such unimported articles, ' 
ng the civil? toto the private purses of the manufacturers. 
necessarily fgg Avother cause of increase of prices of commodi-! 
vidual is OMS ts to be found in the relative increase of circyla- | 
ings. Thegs medium, compared with the mass of merchandize | 
hing ney i andiZe | 
ice of hisgmpeered for sale. The increase of circulating me- | 
proportion ee from two causes—the one is the increase | 
and has 9 he quantity of gold and silver; the other is by the | 
auch poor itcial means of paper circulation. 
he publi’ ie increase of goid and silver first takes place in| 
"* falions that are proprietors of the mines of tho:e | 
irn to those fuse metals; but the gold and silver are gradually | 
respective wa — all nations connected by a regular | 
tax payeui, om intercourse. The increase of gold and | 
me ants Passage be sudden, because it is regulated by 
the poor, ‘3 Of mining, smelting, and refining, coining, 
im. Pulling it inte circulatuuon, and by the general 
"8 of trade and commerce. 

st ‘ucrease of the circulating medium by the 
saves al means of paper credits and bank notes, 
ple by ne mist it has the same effect upon the prices of com 
2 surpe Suites 11 the nation wherein it prevails most abun- 
rich way “Uy, has not the advantages of a slow and gradual 
pw Pred ‘Tease, as in respect of goid and silver coins, but is 
ly by “le to sudden changes and fluctuations; has not 


' meth me a 2 ; 
. ‘ncencith ‘ame teadeney to ditfysion and equalization by 
alingee’” 
produce “ 


8 


receive 2 
vices, jo" 








commercial intercourse between different nations; that the commissioners of the sinking find—to con- 
occasions considerable difficulty often times in com-j}sist of the chief justice of the United States, the 


‘mercial transuctions, and always lo the disadvantage | secretary of the treasury, and the attorney general— 


of the nation wherein such fictitious paper currency | or a majority of them, shall be authorized from time 
most abounds. to time to determine the rates at which the certifi- 
Each of these increases of the circulating medium | cates of stock shall be purchased at par or above par 
after the time of contracting debts, subjects every | value. 
creditor, public and private, to a loss proportionate | The secretary of the treasury, in the discharge of 
to the degree of the telative depreciation in the value | the duty required of him by the act establishing the 
of money, whilst appreciations subject debtors to treasury department, most respectfully recommends 
loss. Alterations in the standard weights and fine-| to congress a review and reformation of the act of 
ness of coins, or in their relative value, rates of tale, | 1842 to provide revenue from imports. 
or in the relative value between coins and papercur-| Weighty considerations before mentioned, and 
renecy, produce similar effects upon the relation of | others to be mentioned, concur in pleading for such 
debtor and creditor, and are, therefore, in the general, | review and reform. 
evils to be deprecated. The constitution of the United States ordains that 
The supply and demand for goods and merchan- | “fall duties, imposts, and excises shall be uniform 
dize being given and alike, and the quantity of cireu- ithroughout the United States.” ‘ No preference 
lating medium being given and alike, at any given, ‘shall be given, by any regulation of commerce or 
period, the lessening of the rates of duty on imports ‘revenue, to_the ports of one state over those of 
of goods and merchandize, would be attended by a! another.” The act does not purportany violation of 
proportionate lessening of the prices of goods and, those provisions of the constitution, but the lack of 
merchandize. Other circumstances being equal, the | perspicuity and law give rise to diiferent construc- 
increase of the duties upon imports of goods and | tions by collectors at different ports; so that practi- 
merchandize has a direct tendency to increase prices; | cally, and in fact, different rates of duties on like 
the lowering of the rates of duty has a direct tenden- | articles have been collected at different ports in the 
cy to lower the prices. | States. As often as these differences were made 
The system of revenue enacted by the law of 1842. known to the secretary of the treasury, circular let- 
for imposing duties on imports, will yield, according , ters have been sent to the collectors to produce uni- 
to the estimates founded upon the past, and prospects | formily; buf such differences “e continually arising 
of the future, a much greater amount of annual reve- | These differences of duties at the ports of the differ- 
nue than is necessary for the support of the govern- | ent states are evils inflicted before the subjecis of 


ment, the public credit, and the wants of the trea- | difference are bronzht to the knowledge of the secre- 
sury. The accumulations expected to ensue before | 
‘the years 1853 and 1863, have been stated. These 
accumulations of annual surplus revenue can be ap 
plied but partially towards the purchase of the certi- 
ficates of stock redeemable, respectively, in the years 
1853 and 1863. The pleasure of the holders of those 
certificates of stock is to be consulted, and not solely 
the will and the ability of the government to redeem 
in anticipation of the days appointed by the contracts 
of loan. Bot few of those certificates, compared 
with the whole sum, are brought-into market, and 
those sell at a price above par value It cannot be 
affirmed that, if the government should offer moder- 
ate premiums for those certificates, they could be 
purchased, except in part, not totally. 

All that can be done is to provide a sinking fund 
adequate to pey the interest on the public debt, and 


| to purchase so much in each year of the principal as 


shall be offered for sale at reasonable rates for the 


certificates of stock, and to amount, in the succession 


of years which must elapse before they will be re- 
deemable by the terms of the contracts, to a sufii- 


‘ciency to pay the principal when the time for re- 
,demption shall arrive. 


If the government will purchase before the time 


limited for the redemption, at par, or ata fixed price 


above par, then the stocks will not fall below that 
price; because, if no individual wil: give as much to 
a holder desiring to sell, such holder will apply to 


| the manager of the sinking fund to become the pur- 


chaser. 

A sinking fund of two millions of dollars annually 
is deemed sufficient for the purpose of preventing the 
certificates of stock from falling below par value, 
and for paying the annual interest and redeeming: 


the principal sums of those loans at the respective | 
periods assigned for redemption; and the duties may | 


be graduated and lowered to that scale. 


In establishing a sinking fund, two modes have | 
been heretofore beneficially used by the congress, | 
the one by appropriating the undefined surplus. re- | 


maining in the treasury in each year, after satisfy- 


ing all appropriations for the support of the govern- | 


ment as adopted by “An act making provision for 
the reduction of the public debt,” approved August 
12, 1790, and the supplementary acts of May 8 1792, 
and the 3d March, 1795; the other by appropriating 
a definite sum annnually, and to be increased by the 
annual interest upon the certificates of stock pur- 
chased, and the annual surplus in the treasury above 
appropriations and expenditures for the support of 
government, after leaving two millions of dollars in 
the treasury to supply any deficiency in the estimated 


revenue, as adopted by an ‘Act making provision | 


for the whole of the public debt of the Uuited Siates,’, 
approved 29th April, 1802, and the supplement of th 
3rd March, 1817. 

As the annyal proceeds ot the duties on imports 
and tonnage and the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands are uncertain in amount, and the disposable 
surplus above the annual wants for the support of 
government cannot be exactly known, it seems to be 
most convenient to adopt the plan used under the 
acts of 179U and 1795, of applying the annual surplus 
of revenue above the sum necessary for the support 
of government; and it is respectfully recommended 


tary of the treasury. The proper rates of duty can- 
not be exacted after the importer has paid a rate too 


| low, and obtained his goods and a clearance from the 
|custom house. The return of excess where higher 


rates of duties than imposed by law have been exact- 
‘ed by the collector, is a palliation, but not complete 
redress of the evil. 
| The provisions of the eighth and eleventh sections 
/of the act decjare than nothing therein shall be eon. 
strued or perinitted to operate so as to interfere with 
subsisting treaties with foreign nations; and such 
_ provision is necessary to be applied to other sections, 
_inasmnch as the act of congress cannot abrozate the 
obligations of a subsisting treaty. ‘Lhe collectors at 
| the various ports are thus left, in the first instance, to 
compare the law with the stipulations of the various 
subsisting treaties with foreign nations, and determine 
the question as to the rate of duty on the particular 
article imported, or whether it should be free of duty. 
If the collector exacts too high a duty, then the sec- 
_retary of the treasury ts invokod to revise the act 
of the collector, Various complaints on this subject 
of the. conflict of the act of 1842 with subsisting 
'trealies have been made; and as often as the secre- 
tary of the treasury has decided upon the complaints 
of the ciplomatic agents of foreign nations, other 
questions have arisen as perplexinz. It is respeet- 
fully suggested that the better mode of legislation 
would be for congress to consider the stipulations of 
subsisting treaties, make the letter of the act of eon- 
gress conform to the obligations of the treaties, so that 
the collectors shall have a plain rule of conduct pre- 
| scribed in the letter of the statute, instead of leaving 
to the collectors the responsibility of modilying the 
| statute by the superior obligations and faith of the 
treaties. Past facts and examples teach the import- 
ance of such modification of the statute, and will as- 
sist in making the reform. 

It is recommended that the duty on wines be chang- 
ed from specific to advalorem duties, so as to avoid 
any difficulty which may grow out of a treaty with 
‘one nation; that no other or higher duties shall be 
imposed upon goods or merchandise of tbe growth 
‘or products of that nation than are or shall be im- 
_posed upon Jike articles the growth or produce of 
‘any other foreign nation; and that the exemption 
from duty of tea and coffee, when imported in ves- 
‘sels of the United States from places of their growth 
| or production, be modified, so as to avoid the diffi- 
culty growing out of the treaty stipulation, by treaty 

that no other or higher duties shall be charged or 
| collected in the ports of the Unite! States, upon ar- 
ticles imported in the vessels of the contracting fo- 
eign nation, than are or shall be charged and col- 
lected upon like articles imported in vessels of the U. 
| States. . 
| ‘Taxation is an evil, but necessarily to be endured 
to the extent fit and proper for the support of gov- 
ernment prudently and economically administered. 
Justice, the obligation of duty arising out of the 
trusts confided to the congress by the constitution o 
the United States, dictate that taxation shall be 
made to bear fairly and equally on all classes and 
on all citi: ens in proportion to their property, means, 
and ability to pay, a3 nearly as human laws can ae- 
| complish, 
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The power delegated to the congress by the con- 
stitution, ‘‘to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, 
and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the 
common defence and general welfare of the United 
States,” is a high trust limited to the uses so express- 
ly declared. It is granted in trust for all, not for the 
use of a part only; to be exercised by general laws, 
not by partial laws, discreetly for the proper pur- 
poses, and to discharge the duties imposed by the 
constitution itself, not arbitrarily and to an illimita- 
ble extent. 

So long as the congress shall keep within the con- 
fines of raising revenue necessary for the support of 
government, to maintain the public credit, and pro- 
vide for the common defence and general welfare, 
the accidental encouragement and protection of do- 
mestic manufactures arising out of the mode of levy- 
ing such necessary revenue by duties on imports, 
must be deemed rightful, as an inevitable attendant 
upon the exercise of the delegated power. 

To reduce the rates of duties to the standard of 
the necessary revenue, is a task not without some 
difficulties. The probability of a deficiency of re- 
venue is to be most carefully avoided; on the other 
hand, a Jarge surplus above the proper wants of the 
government should be avoided. The desideratum is 
the happy means between those extremes. 

With a scale of duties adapted to the sum of re- 
venue necessary and proper to supply the wants of | 
the government, economically administered, with | 
prudent and moderate discriminations, ranging within | 
the lowest and highest degrees of duties which look 
to revenue, and are adapted to raise the sum neces- 
sary and proper, it may be expected that the mode- 
rate and discreet of al} parties would becontent, that 
such a system, adopted for the future policy of the 
United States, and steadfastly pursued, is best calcu 
jated to heal the diseontents, and promote the gene- 
ral prosperity and happiness. | 

The stability of the union, the nationa! wealth and | 
sirength, and the general welfare, will be the best’ 
promoted by such action on the part of the federal 
government in exercising the power of taxation, as. 
will leave all that isnot necessary tosupply the wants | 
of the general government itself to the people them- 
selves, and the state governments and the federal) 
government to resolve in their respective appropriate | 
spheres. 

The eyes of the world are turned to the United | 
States of America, watching the effects which the 
pove! political institution for the government of the 
union shail have upon the public and private pros- 
perity and happiness. ‘Phe glorious success which | 
has hitherto attended the experiment should inspire 
sentiments of virtuous geal and patriotism to con- 
tinue its success and grandeur, by practising and’ 
inculcating those habits and dispositions, and that. 
Spirit of amity, mutual deferenoe, concession and | 
compromise, in which the canstitution is found, so. 
that the union may be perfected and cemented, and | 
the stability of the constitution and its blessings be | 
rendered perpetual. 

The receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year) 
ending the 30th June, 1844, were the following: 

RECEIPTS AND MBANS. 

From tiie customs, $26.183.570 94) 

From sales of publie lands 2 059,939 &U 

From misce}laneous sources 261,007 94 

Treasury notes and loans under act of 
March 3d, 1843 
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Tota! of receipts 30,381,700 03) 
Add balance in treasury Ist July, 1643, 10,431,507 55) 
——-| 


40 816,207 58 


a ane ences MS. 
Ae 2 





Total of means 
The expenditures during the same fis- | 
ea! year amounted to the sum of 32 .958,827 a4) 
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Leaving a balance in the treasury on 
the Ist July, 1844 of seven millions 
eight hundred and fifty-seven thou- 
sand three hundred and seventy nine 
dollars and sixty four cents, 7,857,379 61 
As will appear in detail by the accompany ing | 

statement (C.) 

The estimated receipts and expenditures for the 
fiscal year ended 30th June, 1845, are as follows: 
RECEIPTS, Viz: 

From customs— | 

Ist quarter, by actual returns of the | 
collectors $10,873,718 04) 

For 2d, 3d, and 4th quarters, as es- 
timsated 
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21,071,300 00 
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31,945,013 04 
2,139,056 89 


Total from customs 

From sales of public lands 

From miscellaneous and incidental 
sources 


120,000 00 
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Total of receipts 34,204,874 39 
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Adi balance in the treasury on the Ist 


July, 1845, 7.857,379 64 





Total means as estimated, to the sum 
of forty two million sixty two thou- 

~ sand two hundred and fifty four dol- 
lars and fifty seven cents 


The expenditures, actual and esti- 
mated for the fiscal year commenc- 
ed July 1, 1844, and ending on the 
30th June, 1845, viz: ‘ 
The actual expenditures 
for the Ist quarter, end- 
ing 30th Sept. 1844, in- 
cluding the payment of 
$31,404 62 for interest 
on the public debt, 
which had become pay- 
able; also $234,600 of 
the loan of 1841, re- 
deemable January 1, 
1845; and also the sum 
of $322,584 61 for prin- 
ciple and interest of 
treasury notes redeem- 
ed amounted to the sum 
(per exhibit D) of $7,233,844 42 
The estimated expendi- 
tures for the public ser- 
vice during the other 
three quarters from Ist 
October, 1844, ending 
30th June, 1845, are as 
follows, viz: ° 
For civil list, foreign in- 
tercourse and miscella- 
neous purposes 
Army proper 
Fortifications, ordnance, 
and arming militia, &c. 1,817,659 00 
{Indian department 1,984,596 Q6 
Pensions under acts 4th 
July, 1836, July 7 1833 
23d August, 1842, and 
3d March, 1843, tlie ad- 
ditional sum of 
For interest op public 
debt and treasury notes 
after deducting those 
redeemed 
For redeuiption of the 
Joan of 1841, July 21, 
redeemable, dst Janu- 
ary, 18345 
For tréasury notes, which 
are yet outstanding and 
payable when present. 


42,062,254 57 


4,802,586 74 
4,669,516 90 


175,251 G6 


997,954 40 


5,438.376 83 


: 1,959,509 17 

For old funded and un- 
funded debt, Mississip- 
pi stock and treasury 
notes issued during the 
war of 1812 

For naval establishment, 


210,886 57 
9,129,199 26 


$35,019,431 06 





Total of estimated expenditures 

Leaving in the treasury on the Ist 
July, in year 1845, an estimated ba- 
lance of seven millions forty two 
thousand eight hundred and twenty 
three dollars and fifty one cents 

Of this balance so estimated, these 
sums will not be required tor actual 
expenditure during the fiscal year 
endig 30th June, 1845; but will be 
required for the fiscal year ending 
S0ih June, 1846, viz: of the eival, 
miscellanceous, and military 


7,942,823 3] 


1,462,105 92 





This would leave an estimated ba- 
lance tu be in the treasury on the 
Ist July, 1845, of eight millions 
five hundred and four thousand nine 
hundred and twenty nine dollars 
and forty three ceuts 8,504,929 43 


But this balance is subject to be decreased by such 
additional appropriations as the congress shall make, 
to be expended during the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1845, and to be altered by the sums which 
iiay not be presented for payment of the old funded 
and unfunded debt, old treasury notes and other 
treasury notes, and Mississippi stock. 

The estimated receipts, means, and expenditures 
for the fiscal year commencing |st July, 1845, and 
ending June 3Uth, 1847, are as follows, viz: 


RECEIPTS. 
customs for 


$30,030,302 00 


From the 
the four quarters 





From ‘the sales of the 
public lands 2,010,000 00 

From miscellaneous and 
contingent sources 120,000 00 

Total of revenue $32,160,309 

Add estimated balance to be in the hii 
treasury on the Ist July, 1845, in- 
cluding the unexpended sum as be. 
fore-stated 

Total of means for the service of the 
fiscal year ending the 30th June, 
1846, $40 665,23) 4 

Expenditures during the 
year ending 30th June, 
1846, as estimated at 
the several departments 
of state, treasury, navy 
and war, viz: 

The balance of appro- 
priations which were 
carried to surplus fund 
of the preceding year, 
but which will be want- 
ed in this $1,462,462 00 

Permanent and indefinite 

2,083,794 72 


appropriations 
Specific appropriations 

24,647,884 18 
Total of estimated expenditures 


8 904,999 i 


asked for this year 
28,193,784 § 


That sum is composed of the follow- 
ing particulars: 

For civil list, foreign in- 
tercourse, and muscel- 
laneous 

For army proper, &c. 

Fortifications, ordnance, 
arming militia, &c. 

For Indian departinent, 

For naval establishinent 

For interest on public 
debt, 


4,944,083 93 
3,648,308 43 


4,845,736 75 
2,397,uUu0 U0 
9.411,656 34 

S60 840 72 





$23,193,784 82 

Which sum of expenditure, deducted 
from the total of means betore stat- 
ed, gives an estimated balance of 
twelve millions four hundred seventy 
one thousand four hundred foriy six 
dollars sixty one cents to be in the 
treasury on the Istday of July 1846 $12,471,446 

Notre.—The sum of $60,000 and tterest, ona 
count of the debt assumed for the several! cities 
the District of Colombia is included in the al 
going sum for civil list and miscellaneous expeu 
Lures. 

This estimated balance is liable to be increased} 
such curtailment of the appropriations as asked! 
the eslimates, which the congress may uot deew | 
to authorise by appropriating the money; and! 
such portious of the old funded debt, untunded del 
vid treasury notes, and those of tie late issues, @ 
Mississippi stock, which may nut be presented i 
payment, but shall be outstanding ou the Ist Jul 
Id46. Itis inabie to be diminished by suci appr 
priations as the congress shall make for expendiu 
during the fiscal years ending on the 30th Juve, | 
and 1346, respectively, beyond the esiquales bel 
stated. 


Comparing the estimates made for the service 
the fical year ending 3Uth June, 1846, with te 
limates for the fiscal year euding 3U.ti June, ld 
the estimates of the war department exceed lh 
for 1845 by the sum of $1,916,443 10; thiose ol | 
navy department for 1846 exce.d thuse for 184 
$517,640 12; the excesses Cconjoimtiy auoutl 
$2,454,092 31. Comparing those estimates lof 
fiscal ycar ending June 30th, 1846, with the acl 
appropriations made by the Congress for Litust & 
partments for the fi-cal year ending dU) Juce iv 
the estimates for the war departiwent exceed U 
appropriations by the sum of $5,286,329 16; 
estimates of the navy departiuenut excecd those 
propriations by the sum of $3,009,192 UI, exces 
united amount to the sum oi 9,040,021 17. 

In estimating the receipts to ve expected [rom 
customs under the act of 1842, the secretary ul . 
treasury has endeavored to ascertain tie prow 
amount of goods and merchandise to be ia porte 
necessary for the consumption of tne ee 
increasing population of the United States, oe 
probable proportion of goods not payiig; a 
paymgduties, ‘Io that end he resorted not ot 
ihe returus from the custums houses since tle | 
sage of the act of 1842, bnt also to the conte 
as it progressed, irom the year 1820 dow? © 
year 1842, noting the averaged importation’ 
consumption annually during their respecuive - 
trom 3Uth September, 1520, to duth September, ; 
for the four years from 1324 to 1620; core: 
under, for four years from 1828 to 1832; aud 
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~ years from 1832 to 1842. Those periods mark 
- yepective alterations in the rates of duty. He 
nee noted the average sums per year, during 
se respective periods, of goods imported free of 
paw those paying duties, and the average exporta. 
lk of goods paying, and those not paying duties; 
jikewise the averaged annual sum for drawbacks, 
iowances to fishing vessels, bounties for exporta- 
i dh of salted fish, and expenses of collection. 

{t appears that revenue yielded from the importa- 
tions under the act of 1842, for the nine months from 
gyn September, 1842, to 30th June, 1843, averaged 
ypon the goods paying duty, was equivalent to a duty 
ad valorem of thirty seven dollars eighty four cents 
and one mill upon every hundred dollars; for the 
whole year from 30th September, 1842, to 30th 
September, 1843, the average duty was equivalent 
to a net revenue of thirty five dollars five cents and 
five mills upon every hundred dollars in value of 
goods paying duty; that for the importations from 
3)ih June, 1843, to 30th June, 1844, the net revenue 
received into the treasury was equivalent to a duty 


mills upon the hundred dollars of goods paying duty; 
that from 30th September, 1843, to 30th September, 
1944, the net revenue received into the treasury was 
equivalent to an ad valorem duty on goods imported, 
paying duty, of thirty one dollars twenty six cents | 
gud eight mills upon the hundred dollars. 

Frow the various rates of duties upon the different 
descriptions of articles, whereof some are specific, | 
others ad valorem, ranging from twenty to one hun-| 





year, and the proportions of each, and so the duty | 
ad valurem must vary in the ditferent years. No! 
fixed rate of duty can be applied in future to the | 


_chandise, but for the especial use of himself, hersell, 





duty, the inequality of the burden of taxation be-! 
tween the respective classes of consumers is increas- 
ed. By enlarging the circle of articles charged with 
duty, and diminishing the circle of articles exempted 
from duty the proportions of contribution to the pub- 
lic treasury can be made to bear more fairly and 
more equitably upon those who pay these indirect 
taxes. By lowering the rates of duties, and abridg- 
ing the list of articles admitted free of duty, the com- 
forts and consumption of the people will be enlarged; 
the temptations to smuggling will be decreased; and 
the necessary sum of revenue will be more certainly 
raised. Therefore, the Secretary of the Treasury 
most respectfully recommends to the consideration of 
Congress the propriety of lessening the rates of du- 
ties; and that all articles imported be subjected to 
duty, excepting such as shall be imported for the use | 
of the United States, for literary institutions, wearing | 
apparel, tools and impiements of mechanical trade, 
professional instruments and books; such wearing 
apparel, tools, and implements of mechanical trade, 
instruments and books of a professional calling, be- 
ing brought along with such person arriving in the 
United States, and bringing such not forsale or mer- 


or his or her family. 


ee 





—— — -_ 








stocks to the sumof $529,970, in anticipation of the 
redemption thereof on the Ist January, 1845, by 
which a saving of $4,011 07 was etfected by such an- 
ticipated redemption. 

Statement H shows the new depositories of the 
treasury, which have been selected by my predeces- 
sor and myself since his report of 6th December, 
1844. 


None of the former depositories have been changed. 
New ones have been added to the former, whose ser- 
vices have been retained. In making the additions, 
these motives operated: to accommodate officers and 
agents employed in paying out the public money ac- 
cording to appropriations as well as those entitled to 
receive; to prevent overgrown accumulations in 
banks, begetting temptations to inordinate discounts 
and issues of bank notes and bank credits, producing 
speculations, overtrading, &c.; to diffuse the benefits 
of the public deposites, and thereby obtain hereafter 
security for the public money until disbured accord- 
ing to the appropriations. 

Messrs. Corcoran and Riggs, bankers, doing busi- 
ness in Washington, District of Columbia, and also in 
New York, were selected as depositories, they giv- 
ing security by pledge of stocks to the full amount of 





It is respectfully recommended, that the mode of 
ascertaining the tonnage of any ship or vessel, as di-| 
rected by ‘‘an act to regulate the collection of duties | 


| on imports and tonnage,” approved 2d March, 1799, | 


(Laws U.S., vol. 3, chap. 128, sec. 64, p. 196,) be so | 


the moneys deposited; and they were instructed to 
purchase for the government certificates of stock in 
anticipation of the redemption on the first January, 
1845, provided a saving to the government of a part 
of the interest, which would be due on the first Jan- 


far altered and amended as to require that the actual | Uary, 1345, could be effected; which proportion of in- 
dredand to two hundred per cent. ad valorem, it| depth of the ship or vessel be measured at every per- | terest was fixed in the instructions. Mr. Dodge, of 
follows that the average duty per centum ad valorem | pendicular fout at the broadest part above the main. Georgetown, District of Columbia; was also made a 
ineach year depends upon the respective descriptions! walls; that average of the breadth be made; and then ‘depository by giving security by pledge of certificates 
of articles paying higher or lower duties during the | that the length and breadth, as averaged, and depth | Of Stocks to the full amount of the same deposite. 


as measured, be multiplied, with the deduction as | 


directed by that act. IJhis change has become im- 
portant; because, in modern times, models of ships 


No depository kas paid, nor been required to pay, 
| anything for those deposites. They are bound to pay 


| when and where required. and to transfer the funds 


articles to be imported subject to ihe various rates of | and vessels have been so altered, as that the mensu-| 0 any partof the United States, free of charge to the 


duty. 
In computing the value of goods paying duty and | 


ration directed by that act does not approximate to 
the true tonnage, but makes it appear far less than 


| government. 
| The purchase of a banking house formerly owned 


goods exempted from duty, the aggregate value of} the truth. By such short mensuration, our ships’ pa-| by the president, directors, and company of the bank 


both conjoined may be estimated for a given popu- | 


pers are brought into suspicion and discredit in for 


|of the United States, has been completed and the 


jation under the act of 1842; but the proportions of | eign ports; the duties in our ports are lessened, and| custom house at Philadelphia is now located in that 


each cannot be so satisfactorily estimated. The past | 
events show that higher rates uf duty onsome articles, | 
whilst others are admitted free of duty, increases the | 
proportion of free articles and decreases the pro-| 
portion of articles paying duty, to which effect the | 
increased supply of domestic manufactures has been | 
an auxiliary. 

In estimating the revenue to be expected from the | 
customs for the three quarters of the current fiscal | 
year and the four quarters of the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1846, the probable consumption of foreign 
articles required by the existing population oi the 
United States, compared with the consumption and | 
population at former periods and under former laws, | 
the actual operation of the act of 1842 aad the sup- | 
plies of domestic manufactures have all been takee 
nto view, together with the sum of the value of ex -'| 
ports of arlicies of domestic products. ‘The results 
of the estimates are submitted to the Congress of tha 
United States with great respect, and with due con. | 
fidence in their combined information and delibera 
tion. 


An indubitable conclusion as to the sum of revenue 
hereafter to be received up tothe 30th June, 1846, | 
Cannot be asseverated. Presumption mast be indulg- 
ed. From the past course and process used, a Viv- 
lent presumption arises as to the future. Tune and 
€xperience alone can substitute fact im place of that 
Which is now but argument. 

It is not probab’e that, for the seven ensuing quar- 
ters, the averaged sum of revenue per quarter will 
fall below the average of the last four quarters. ‘The 
Value of importalions is not inordinate for the in- 
creased and increasing population, when compared 
With other years of prosperity and the then existing 
Population, ‘The country is recovering from the dis- 
eased state of the circulating medium, and the de- 
pression of commerce and industry caused thereby ; 
the exports of domestic products and manufactures 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1844, to 
the value of one hundred millions one hundred and 
eighty-three thousand dollars, (as appeared by the 
Felurns from the custom houses, in which the value 
of Ships and vessels builtin the United States for 
foreign States and individuals are not jncluded,) in- 
dicate a healthful, prosperous condition, promising 
to the people an ability to supply themselves with 
the comforts and luxuries of other climates and coun- 
ities, and alforded a well grounded expectation that 
there wall not be any extraordinary exportations of 
Bold and silver. 

lhe value of goods and merchandize imported free 
of duty bears a great proportion to the value of those 
Mported paying duty. By such exemptions from 





our tonnage and navigation appear untruly t» have 


| declined greatly. 


The seventh section of the act of 17th June, 1844, 
‘‘making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of government for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1845, and fbr other purposes,” enacts, 


| that the number of inspectors, gaugers, measures, or 


markers, in any custom-house, shall not be increased 
beyond the number then inservice. ‘That restriction, 
evidently intended for economy, has turned out to be 


| the reverse. The allowance to inspectors of three dol. 
_Jars per day whilst actually employed in aid of the 


eustoms, sinks into littleness, when compared with 
the sum of duties evaded by smuggling, and with the 


| delays in discharging cargoes. The pressing demands 
| for additional inspectors to guard certain points used 


by smugglers, and for assisting in taking charge of 
vessels in the busy season, urged by collectors at 


some of the ports, could not be granted, because of 


that prohjbjtion. ‘The repeal of that section, so far 
as it relates tc the inspectors of the customs, is most 
respectlully recommended. 


The accompanyjng statement A shows the debt of 
the United States gs it existed on the Ist July, in the 


| year 1844. 


The statement B shows the debt as it existed on 
the Ist December,,1544. 
The statement C shows the receipts and expendi- 


tures during the fiscal year commencing Ist July, | 


1843, and ending on the 30th June 1544, leaving a 
balance in the treasury on the Ist July, 1344, of $7,- 
857,379 64. 

The statement D shows the receipts and expendi- 
tures during the Jst quarter of the fiscal year coin- 
méncing Ist July, 1844, end ending 30th September, 
1844: the receipts from customs during that q: arter, 
$10,873,718 U4; from the sale of public lands, $434,- 
902 06; from miscellaneous and incidental sources 
$27,839 16; total receipts during that quarter, $1],- 
436,459 24; the expenditures during that quarter, 
$7,233,844 42. 

Statement E shows the articles imported during 
the nine months ending on the 30th June, 1843, the 
duties on which exceeded thirty-five per cent. on the 
wholesale market value of such articles. 

Statement F shows the value of the imports and 
exports during the year ending on the 30th June, 
1944: imports free of duty $24,766,082; those charged 
with duty $83,663,620; total §108,434,702: exports 
of domestic products $100,944,731; total of exports, 
$111,128,278; gross revenue from customs $29, 137,- 
U60 60; net revenue from customs paid into the tre2- 
sury $26,183,570 94; difference $2,953,489 69. 

Statement G shows the purchases of certificates of 


‘building. The agents of the bank agreed to take, in 
| part payment of that purchase, the old custom-house 
‘and the grounds thereto appurtenant. The agents 
and trustees of the bank are willing to take the sum 
which was allowed for the old custom-house and 
| grounds, viz: filly thousand dollars, instead thereof. 
| It has been suggested that it would be advantageous 
to the interests of the government to retain the old 
| custo:n-house, and pay the sum of fifty thousand dol- 
| lars; that it is needful for a store-house for the eus- 
{ toms, and also for other public purposes. But this is 
'submitted most respectfully to the Judgment of the 
| Congress, with this remark; thatif it be desired to 
retain that property, the decision of the Congress 
should be made at the earliest convenient day. 
| My predecessor in office, the Hon. J. C. Spencer, 
engaged Mr. Gordon to collate and print in one vol- 
ume all the laws relating to the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and the matters under the superintendence of 
this department, with a special agreement that Me. 
Gordon should take the risk of an appropriation by 
Congress to pay the price of five hundred eopies 
or thereabout. Mr. Gordon has printed the book, 
and delivered a few copies as specimens of the exe- 
cution, and is desirous to deliver the number; but the 
undersigned did not think fit, as no appropriation had 
| been made, to take copies proposed. ‘ihe work is 
| useful, and especially for the officers of the customs. 
| It 1s submitted most respectfully to the consideration 
| of Congress whether or not they will make an ap- 
propriation for that object. The report of Prof. A. 
D. Bache, superintendent of the surveys of the coast, 
contains a collection of facts and information for the 
benefit of navigation worthy to be communicated to 
\the world. ‘Che appropriations for continuing the 
surveys of the coasts are respectfully recommended. 

[In concluding this report, the Secretary of the 
Treasury will remark, that the proposed reyiew and 
modification of the act imposing duties on imports 
are presented to the consideration of the Congress, not 
with a view to action during the present session, but 
| to awaken attention and inquiry, and to lead the way 
| towards eliciting all the information necessary for 

such matured legislation as the important principles 

and interests involved seem to require. Sudden 
changos are no more desirable in the political than in 
the watural atinosphere. But circumstance render 
changes in public policy and legislation as wholesume 
in the political world as the changes of the seasons 
are in the natural world. 

All which matters are submitted with dye defer- 
ence and the most profound respect to the Congress 
of the United States. GEQ. M. BIBB, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Treasury Department, Dec. 16; 1844. 
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Ke Uhe account of an affray between some Kentuck. 
jans aud persons at Georgetown, Ohio, inserted in our 
last, turns out to be utterly unfounded. An infamous 
hoax was perp: trated upon the wesiern papers. We 
found it inserted in several of the Ohio state journals and 
other respectable papers. 





CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR. 


The eighteen hundred and forty-fifth anniversary 
of the Christian era is here, and this great glube goes 
carecring on in the same traek and about at the same 
gait that #t has been going at, as fur back as the memory 
of man yet reacheih. No Archimedes has succeeded in 
getting it from sts path, nor father Miller in’ bringing it 
to astand sull. Oaward it whirls, alike regardless of ali 
their calculations and predictions;—ouward—onward, 
whether Nimrod, Cesar, Napoleon, or John ‘Tyler 
claims to hold the helm,—onward, careers this great 
muss of matter through space vast as even their azubi- 
tion, and keeping time and track as if a mightier miad 
than either of theirs was conductor of the operation. 

Ciiristmas and New Year! Away with ail attempts 
to substitute a day officially desiguaied from year to year 

-as “Thanksgiving day,” for the Christmas and the New 





= 


Monty Marget. American securities in England 
were sensibly effected by the intelligence of the result of 


the presidential election; nothing whatever doing in 
theni—and quotations were altogether nominal. 


The banking honse of Rogers & Co, London, had 


been robbed of £40.000. 

A loan of £20,000 first part of the £1,500,000 loan, 
for construeting public works in Canada, for which go- 
verninent guarannes four per cent.,is advertised to be 
taken on the 6th December. 


Spreciz. The packet Sylvie de Grasse, for Havre, takes 
out aes The packet Liverpool had about $70,000 
in gold. 


Corton. Liverpool, Dec. 4. The eotton market isin 
a very depressed stare, and — are literully fixed by 
the buyer. Fair qualines of Upland have peen sold at 


4d. per lb, middling at 33; and very limited sales of 
any diveription over 43d. 


‘The stock on hand is far too 
heavy, especially with the certainty of a coming crop 
larger than ever before known. 
covon is checked by some. means or other, two or four 


cen{s per pound for ordinary to good quality may soon 


be the full price any one will be warranted in paying for 
the article in the various ports of shipment, and _ this 
will, of course, leave so little for the planter, that a check 
to the growth must follow as a matter of course. 


Unless production of 


Year of the olden time. Allow us the recollections of 
happy youth and holiday—the delights associated with 
the annual family gathering—give us the whvle hilarity 
of the season. Deprive none of the hearilelt pleaswre of 
“giving gifts,°—rob no one of the higher and holier en- 
sign to Which this evidence of “good will to men,” pois 
the pious reflection. If there ve an ANNIVERSARY, a 
HOLYDAY, or holy-day, sanctified to the many and allow. | 


Bags—1,211.271 Am rican, 1,629,426 of all sorts in 1844. 


Bags—-602 400 American, 


The import into the kingdom this year has been: 
1,341,312 ditto. 1,664,779 ditto in 1843. 

The stock on the 30:h Nove:nber was: 

972,900 of all sorts, in 1844. 
496,700 ditto 791,600 = ditto in 1843. 

The quanttty taken for consumption: 





able (0 all christian people, this is it. Let us adhere to it. | Bags—-1.021,211 American, 1,303,586 of all sorts in 1944. | 


The eighteen hundred and forty-filta anniversary of 
the christian era finds the world generaily, and the ‘*civil- 





ized world,” su called, especially blessed with a longer | bags more than last year, and the new crop is arriving 
repose in the enjoyment o. a general peace, than it has| freely, se that no great diminution in the stock can take 
lace, and consequently an improvement in prices may 


cipal European nations, appear to have adopted itas their | Le considered out of the question. 


usually been allowed. Those who now govern the prin- | P 


best policy to preserve harmony and prevent the effusion | 
of human blood. Abundance and comparaive enjoy- | 


ment amongst the people is the natural consequence.—- | fer it difficult to make sales even at reduced prices. 


The vast arnount of human laber that war impresses into | 


| course to depress prices in our cotton market, and toren- 


_ 1,041,852 ~~ ditto ——-:1,287,853 ditto in 1843. | 
It is thus shown, that the stock is at present 180,300 


The effeet of the foreign intelligence has been of 





On the other hand, we learn that “trade at Manches- | 


InDIANA. A proposition in the state senate 15 20 sa 
an election of U.S. sevator, was, by a party vote 95, 
25,—ithe liewt, governor (loco) giving the casting vot 
postponed to the 20th inst. Pity. 


MAsSacHUTETTS. SPECIAL ELECTIONS, were held , 
Monday last, in the four congressioval districis Which 
failed to elect representatives at the late general election 
The result is: 

2d district. 
large majority. 
_ 4th district. Benj. Thompson, (whig) is elected, beat, 
ing Mr. Parmenter, present (loco) member some three 
hundred votes. 

Sth distri:t. Charles Hudson, (whig) is re-elected. 


9th district—no choice. Mr. Hale, (whig) beats y, 
faecal (loco) a few votes, but fails of a MAJOTItY Oye 
all. 


Daniel P. King, (whig) is re-clected bys 


Mayor of Boston. A second trial was made on Mon. 
day last, to elect a mayor, but without success. Wet 
more, (whiz) had 3,771; Davis, (American Rep.) 4 09). 
Green, (loco) 2,288; scattering 78. 


Mormon anv INDIAN ovTRace. The Warsaw Sional 
of the 4th inst. confirms a rumor, put forth the week 
previous, in relation to the fact of Lyman Wright and 
his band of Morinons having a fight at a trading statio, 
about ninety m les,above Prairie du Chien. It appear 
that Wrighv’s band were suffering for the want of Dro. 
visions, but he would not let them disperse over the 
country to find empluymeut. In arder to relieve them 
he went to the traders, and finding that they had flour 
he tried to get some on credit, but was refused. He they 
took thirty inen, and told the traders that if they did not 
let him have the flour, he would take it. He was defied 
and made the attack on the store. The French and Ip. 
dians fired vn his men and killed four on the spot, and 
itis supposed that nearly all fellia the retreat. 


Soury Carottna. The resolutions introduced by Mr 
Pickens into the state senate, and unanimously paased 
by that body, respecting the repeal of the rule probibi. 
ing abolition petitions in the Uatted States house of tf. 


service, and which is worse than dost in that service, is| ‘et Continues brisk, and there are no stocks of either presentatives, (inserted in our last,) were, after rathera 
now appropriated to producing the comforts of life, and | Z00¢s or yarns, notwithstanding this is what is termed | Stormy debate in the lower house, finally laid upon th 
diffusing enjoyment instead of misery amongst men.| the dullseason, when shipments have usually had to ac- | table. There were several propositions offered in that 
Money is appropriated to constructing rail roads, canals, | Cumulate stock.” 


and other usefu} improvements, instead of being squan- | 
dered on the munitions of war, or lost in its devasiaiions. | 
- ~tbigg, ; 2 ' ins 
»Education is substituted for the military drill. Agricul: | 
tural and kindred pursuits displace conscription.— | 
Commerce, seeking new avenues all over the eurtii’s| 8, 
surface, Whereby to appropriate to advantage the im- | 
mense surplus of good things which that earth is found 


capable of producing, and ditfusiug irom these who have | comprise 481 hhds. Maryland and 72 Ohio. 


tu those who want, fully obviates the necessity for a press | 9: 
gang. Engineering has found a happier employment 
than that of devising machines for the destruction of 
human life. Science appropriates its vast developemients | 
tO the useful, instead of destructive purposes. In short, 


Four. At Liverpool, Dec. 4. United States and Ca- | 
\da flour hardly commanded former prices. The market | 


amply supplied. 


The inspections of this week at Baltimore comprise | 
501 barrels and 723 half barrels. Prices $1a4 123. 


’ ‘ . . } 
Topacco. ‘The inspections of the week at Baltimore | 
>. No vari- 
jons in prices and but little doing in the article of course | 


| at this season. 


Tse Iron Trapeg, in England, was very animated; 


-market brisk even at this usually dull season. The home| 


men seem to have discovered that there is much more | trade alive with new speculations, and heavy orders on| 


profit tw all in endeavoring to coninbute to human enjoy 
Menis than in the mad ambition of seeing which can 
do each other the most harm 


hand from abroad. 


CABINET secrETs. The New York Morning News, | 


| other in Columbia county. 


Wiio will ve:.ture the awful responsit ility—responsi- 
bility to men on earth and to Heaven above, ol interrupt- 
ing and changing this general tendency to peace, and 


one of the recognized organs of “the democracy,” says: | 
“The following paragraph, from a letter which we find | 
in the Philadelphia Ledger, agrees so entirely with the} 


intelligence which we receive from a wetl:informed cor- | 


consequent hunian enjoyment? 

Whata change wouid be presented inthe scene, if an 
ambitious military despot were suddenly to succeed tie 
present Czar of Russia—if another such madman as 
Jharles XU, were to shoot forth from che centre of Lurupe | Pt 
—if anower Napoleon Bonaparte were ty succeed Louis, @ 
Philippe—a worse than Oliver Cromwell were to shove | 
Victoria trom tie throne of England—or as restless a | 
vicum of ambition as either were 10 our own Leimisphere 
or from the Capitol of the “anode! republic,” to de- | 
cide to interrupt the present peaceful relations existiag 
between “chrisuan nauions,” * let lose tie dogs of war,” 
and explode the vast magazines 0! missiles which pre- 
caution and science have accumulated as the lie destivy- 
ing agents of the next general wai? 

Four centuries have witnessed the achievements of 
gunjouder as the principal agent of death in bates — | 
What a revolution in “the art of war?” whata minister | 
of destruction? . i] 

Has the age of gunpowder been sufficiently signaliz- 
ed? Isittrue thata far more powerlul Geailmayen' ts 
in reserve for the next disruption of civil society? STeam 
—in many thousand-horse power—lias been accumula | el 


a 


hi 
“ 


t\ 
.) 


| 
| 
| 


L, 


ted already, and how many more are now Cunstucuus) Win. T. Ovto and J. Grant (both whigs) were chosen 
secre'aries of the senate. 


What floating tron engines, of thou- 
sands of tons capaciy? What new expiosive proper- 
ties are concocting daily? What “Peace Makers” are | rr 
all ilese? > 

M.y we hope that the next glorious ANNIVERSARY OF 


on every hand? 


THE CHRISTIAN ERA may find this republic evjuying as} te 
The domestic, or unfunded debt, is stated at #1,521,262. 
The governor recommends that provision be made by 
law tor the appointment of one or more Commissioners, 
to receive such communications as may be addressed to 
ihe authorities of the state in reference to its debt, in the 
hope of making an arrangement as to all just debts, 
which, while it wijl bring the subject within the means 
an wiupertant braich of commerce, every day adding to} of the state, willsaye its honor, and be satisfactory to its 
cred iturs—such an arrangement net to be binding until 
either raufied by the legisiature or confirmed by a direct 
| vote of the people. 


it now enj vs, peace with all nations, quiet on ali our bor- 
ders, abundance alimost unprecedented, “the very largesi 
libert; ,”’ that is consisient with good goverumenut, aud ii 
Many respecting set an example to other vations, worthy 
of being ivilowed. 


Tue Amertcan Provision TRADE continues to form 


itsgrowth. ‘I'he imports of cheese have been large and 
the quality of the article is much approved by the En- 
glish palate. | Liverpool, Dec. 4. 











respondent, that we lay it before our readers:— 


Mr. Shannon’s conduct, and were it not for the corres: | 


appa bee Fae sre sec oo ; | 
He, too, is committed through the improper use made_ of! four persons supposed to have perpetrated the deed, and 


m 
presentativas, 


W 


the 2d instant, all the senators present, and al! the repre- 
sentatives except two. 


‘presents the outstanding funded debt of the state to be 


rest on $1,390,000, leaving $10,828,000 on which no in- 


“The whole cabinet, individually, have condemned 


mdence of the department of state, every act would be | 
savowed, if the wishes of Mr. Calhoun could prevail, | 


despatch, and this accounts for the effort to varnish | 


over mistakes, to which there happen to be higher par- 
ties.”” 


Intinors. A bill has been intraduced into the Illinois | 
use of representatives repealing unconditionally the | 
hole of the Mormon charters, and referred to the com: | 
ittee on the judiciary, by a vote of 108 yeas to 4 nays;) 
vo of the four voting in the negative were Mormon re- 
The Springfield correspondent of the St. | 
ouls Repubiican expresses the opinion that the charters 
iil be repealed. 


Inorana. The tlecislature met in annual session on 


Mr. A. C. Stevenson (W.) was 


ecied speaker of the house of representatives, and 


State det. ‘The governor’s message to the legislature 
12,218,000,on which the bank regularly pays the inte 


rest is paid and no provision made for its payment. 


body as substitutes for those from the senate—the see 
sion about to close, time was net afforded for their 
consideration, 


Among the acts passed by the legislature, previous to 
its adjournment was a bill to provide for the punishment 


| of persons aisturbing the peace of the state, (Mr. Hoar's 


case,) and another bill amending the act relative to tree 
colored persons, so as to prohibit the operation of the 
habeas corpus in their behalf. The bill giving to the peo 
ple, instead of the legislature, the election of presideniial 
electors was indefinitely postponed. 


THE ANTI-RENT DISTURBANCES, in the state of New 
York, are becoming more serious. Two most flagrant 
murders have been perpetrated by large bodies vt per 


isons disguised as Indians, one in Rensselaer and the 


Elijah Smith, of Grafton, 
having contracted to pay rent for land he occupied, was 
for that offence, taken out in his own wagon, and del: 
berately shot. A Mr. Rizenberg, of Hillsdale, be.g 
present aS a spectator at anti-rent meeting at a village 


celled Smokey Hollow, on the 18th, was required by one 
|of the “sndians” to cry “down with the rent.” 


He re: 


‘fused. The Indian presented a pistol and repeated the 
demand. On his again refusing, the I:dian shot him, 


and he expired immediately. The sheriff of Co'unbis 
with great intiepidity succeeding in arresting three of 


they are in prison at Hudson. Demonstrations for ret 
cuing them were perceived, and a call was made by 
the corpora‘e authoruies of Hudson for miliary aid from 
Albany, which was promptly sentthem. A letter from 
Hudson, dated the 25:h, says: “Our sheriff received 4 
message this morning, and irom a reliable source, thst 
the anti-renters were personally notified last night, in 
the tawn of Copake, to hold theniselves in readiness,% 
aminute’s warning, ‘0 march to Hudson, fire the cll 
and release the priseners. Let them come; our tables 
are set, and our citizens quite ready to wait upon them. 


Another letter says ‘“Ttis understuod that an ait 
rent meeting will be held this day at Clavarack or Che 
tham Four Corners, by persons from tlie counties? 
Albany, Rensselaer, Columbia, and Schoharie. Meet 
ings, nutnerously attended, were held at Clavarack % 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Governor Bouck, in the mean time, lias applied te ' 
law officer of the state, to know what authority he, 
as guv:rnor, hasin the premises, who, in reply, givet’ 
“written opinion,” that the governor has very little, bu 
that the sheriffs of the counties have ample powers. ig 
governor accordingly issues his PROCLAMATION, direct 
the sheriffs to attend to their duties, intimating i? 
they do not, be has it in his power to dismiss them fr f 
office. By the way, would not that be a favor insted 
a punishment in the present position of affairs abe 
Albany Argus, of Wednesday, says: “In Rene 7 
county, although warrants were placed in the hanes 

the deputy sheriff of that county on Monday, '0 
livered forthwith to the sheriff, we hear of no move 
of that functionary for the arrest of the murdere!s 
Smith.” 
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